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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Today is Wednesday, September 7, 2011. My name is Mark DePue, Director
of Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, and today | start
a series of interviews with ProfessorlCbom Davi s. Howodre you

Fine, thanks.

We are in the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, borrowing one of their

offices here. In the interest of full disclosure, let me say that Cullom is one of

the pioneers. Maly byeo utblda tl @ k endto a svweq b
pioneers of oral history in the United States, a very influential personality in

that respect. | was privileged early on that you agreed to be something of a

mentor and occasionally guide me through the pitfalls oftosabry. | really

appreciate that.

Well, thank you. |l would say that | wa
number and name maybe a dozen people who were. But | was a second stage;
|l etdéds |l eave it at that. But, thank you

We 61 | h aortueity i later sgsgpons to talk much more about oral

hi story, but your career is much more
concentrate in this first session on your early life and how you ended up

getting to that position of being an oral historian aeithdp one of the

pioneers, @econdgeneratiorpioneer, if you will. | always start with when

and where you were born.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Alright. I was born on May 2, 1935, according to my birth certificate, at the
Copley Hospital in Aurora, lllinois.

Tell me a little bit about your family background.

My parents both grew up in central [0
Scripps, and she and many relatives lived in the small, west Illinois county

seat of Schuyler. The family was a prominent familyawn. The ones who

really became world famous in the newspaper business were a part of the
family that |l eft Rushville and went el
merchand there was a dry goods store in Rushdiliney owned some

farms. They were not wehl, but they were prominent and comfortable,

comfortable enough that she went to college and graduated from college.

Where did she go to college?

She went to DePauw, not DePaul, but DePauw [Greencastle, Indiana]. At

some pointinmymothérs adul t | i fe, her family mc
where my father grew up. His family had bé&oriandor three or four

generations, and his father was a fairly comfortable man who attended to his
investments. (laughs) How do they put it? There uséd @ phrase for that.

But, anyway, he owned a little bit of real estate in Peorié and

Your fatheros father.

My fatherdos father. Hedd worked in an
he wasndt an archit ect Judgelleavisvidesnevkrn o wn a
was a judge a day in his life. But he was a very kindly man and lived in a

comfortable home this is my grandfathér widowed early because his wife

died in her fortiesSo,I have memories of him, whict
mo t h eathér$ad miso died. | never knew either of my grandmothers. They

both died of probably heart disease in their forties. But | knew both of my
grandfathers, one better than the other.

My parents grew up, fell in love, went to collégaot the same
college, my father went to Princeton Universityput fell in love, got engaged,
and got married in October of 1928.

Before the stock market crash.

Yes, before the crash. Dad had no trouble, because of social
connections, getting a job in the bagg local bank. They were a very
fashionable young couple. Within two years they had a daughter, Mary Locke
Davis, born in 1930. But by then my dad had lost his job at thedbank d o n 6 t
know exactly why, except obviously they were trimming ldaekd was
unenployed for several years in Peoria and finally took a chance on a life
i nsurance sales job in Aurora, Illlinoi
know, but he wasndét the kind of person
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

to try to sell them things. Hewa j ust é He was a | ovely ma
aggressive. | know that his father supported them during the period of three
years or so in Auror a. | 6ve seen pictu

was really an apartment carved out of a home.

| know that my father had this job, but at some point it ended. Yet he
kept going to work every day. This is one of these sad family confessions of
going as if he were going to work. He took the train into Chicago every day,
unemployed, and he would read the graqt the Chicago Library. He was
ashamed, |l 6m inferring, embarrassed or
he was just ashamed that he, as an adult parent, could not support the family.
So,he went off as if he were commuting to a job in the city. Thgpened

for a period of ti me. | dondt know t he
talk to him about it because | learned it after he had died. These were tough
times for my parents. My mother didnot

daughter, and timein 1935, her son.
As far as you know, was your father still unemployed when you were born?

As far as | know. Now maybe he was trying to peddle life insurance, and

maybe once in a while he would get a commission. But my impression is he

was a flop as a | ife insurance sal esmar
personality, and | dondét say that disr
paternal grandfather and maybe even my maternal grandfather were helping

out.

Cullom is a rather uraiu a | name. [ know thatodos not
your full name?

George Cullom Davis, JBo,my father had Cullom also, but he was known

as George. | became kno#vitio save problemsinthefamdyas Cul | o m. |
very grateful for that, althoughi6 s a name that | have to
they often confuse with being my surna
di stinctive, and I 6ém proud of it, and
laughs) For a long time | was George Cullom; then | was Go@Davis;
now | ém Cull om Davi s.

Yes, itos a family name, probably V
investigated this. Wedre proud of it b

prominent nineteentbentury lllinois Republican politician, Shelby Moore

Cullom, who grew up on a farm in Tazewell County, lllinois, but was born in
Tennessee. His father was a member of the State Senate, and then he was

elected city attorney of Springfield in the 1850s and rose in Republican ranks,

knew Lincoln, practiced somacs es wi th | aw. Heds not p
either the opposition side or the same side with Lincoln on a number of cases |
discovered when we got involved in that work.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

He then ran for the State Legislature and was electedeceed,
sometime irthe late 1850s and then was elected for two terms, | believe, to
the U.S. Congress, during the Civil War, not before the Civil War occurred
but during the Civil War . For exampl e,
impeachment.

For or against?

Well , as a congressman, he didndét vote
voted on the impeachment. He maintained a residence in Springfield. This is

my greatgreatgreat uncle. Then he became governor and U.S. Senator and
before that, Speaker of the Idis House. He had a fiftyear career in

politics.

Now, the years | have for governor are 1877 to 1883.
That s correct.

Two ter ms, and then senator, this is a
matched this in lllinois, senator frob883 to 1913.

Thirty years. |1t may have been bested
now. But youdre right; i1tds quite a re
disgrace. He made a couple of false steps.

|l wondt go i nherewdsbome abreuptianistasdal b ut t
while he was governor, but he was never tainted with it. Then there was a
famous senate election scandal in 1908, involving the other sehliam
Lorimore. Cullom had supported Lorimore, but it was Lorimoh®Wwought
votes and so forth. So, he [Cullom] led kind of a quiet, bland but successful
political career.

a |itt]

Webdbre going t
h s |l evel

ump ahead
history studerd |  t t

ju
® yoa studieds t e r

to | S
i nk a 0
Even at thaindergraduate level. As an undergraduate at Princeton University,
|l had to write a senior thesis, which
was the political career of Shelby Cul
possibly finish the job, so | céed it with his unsuccessful bid for a
presidential nomination in 1896. | thought, that kind of caps things. |
exhausted th€ongressional Recomlnd hi s papers and ot he
pretty good thesis. So, | did that.

| wanted to read a coupté quotes.

Oh, okay. From the masterds thesis or
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DePue: No, no. |l 6m afraid | dondt have your n
and Robert Hartley who wrote the book on lllinois senators calked
Uncertain Tradition®

Davis: Yes.

DePLe: Herebs what they wrote about him. ACul
|l ength of service does not automatical

Davis: (laughs) Thatdés true.

DePue: And elsewhere, kind of a very thumbnail sketch of who he was politically,
fabl e, durable, rather colorless, and

Davis: Um-hmm.

DePue: Al most, by saying fAigenerally conservat
him from others in the Senate, maybe.
comment. Andif nal | y, ACitizens of I 1llinois a
that he did not crusade, rant and rave, or shout on the floor of the Senate.

(Davis laughs) Stability, conservatism, and loyalty to lllinois were qualities
that paid off for Cull om. o

Davis: | think thatodés an aptél could add to i
t humbnai l bi ography. You wondét see any
Cull om. Youdll see highways named for
for someone who served dmetcity council, streets named for all sorts of
characters; therebés nothing |ike that.

DePue: Any regrets from the family because he

Davis: No, Il kind of make fun of that. A coup
County Historcal Society and whimsically noted that he is a forgotten man in
his own home town. As an historian, I
not trying to bang his drum. Thereds a
Thereds a town &de, a@uherk is anCuliom Streetkha n k a
Chicago. Somebody recognized him, but

DePue: Letbébs pick up the narrative about vyour
employment.

Dauvis: Yes, right. At some point after my bidha n dn Inbbot sur e exactly

guessing maybe about 198&hey returned to Peoria because my father hoped

IAn Uncertain Traditioris the first comprehensive treatment of the feagyen individual® forty-six white
males and one African American fem@lesho have been chosen to represent lllinois in the United States
Senate from 1818 to 200t{ps://wwwamazon.com/Uncertaifiradition-Senatordllinois-1818
2003/dp/BO05Q7DKNQ®
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he might find a job there because his father had connections, and the
depression was moderating a little bit.

So,they returned with baby Cullom, mag two years old, and my
sister, Mary. A sign of their relative lack of resources was they moved into my
mot her s fatherdés home, which in those
during the depression. Nowadays itos n

So here was thiddaerly Scripps, who owned the home, and his son,
my uncle, who was just finishing college, living there. My grandfather had a
maidd just a daytime mai and then here moved in this young famip, it
was a little snug. | slept on a sleeping porch, whick weheated, but had
plenty of blankets. It was designed for healthy sleeping in those days. They
thought fresh air was good for you, and maybe it was. It was a little snug, but
that was the way they could live. I lived in that home for the first ten years
that | lived in Peoria, until they moved away.

It was a comfortable home on the bluff of Peoria, which is often a
fancy part of town. But it was the houses on the bluff siddafsAvenue
which is the name of the stréethat are the really fancy ples. Our home
was a frame home, probably had three o
was not in the fancy part of town.

My dad did get a job at a department store called Clarke and
Company, which was the second or third best department stoeeliimPHe
could walk to work, just walk down the bluff on Main Street, and there was

the store.

DePue: When you say second or third best
do you mean selling higher quality
materials?

Davis: Biggest, | think, biggest volume.

A Block & Kuhl was a big one,
and Bergner 6s was
then there was Clarke and

Company.
So,Dad worked there. | Cullom Davis, 1940, age five.
think he was kind of a floer
wal ker ; | &m not s u fwalker is? Kind ofkthe oar wh a't a

manager. He was a very nice guy; everyone liked my fdbhert he wasnodt
aggressive, and he never really was promoted particularly in that job.

Finally,t he store cl osed, and he was ouf
remember when that was, but it was probably ten years later. We may pick up
other aspects of his etayment history, but it was a spotty one.
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DePue: Would you consider the time that you were in Peoria, living with your
grandfather and your father, now having a job, as happy years for you?

Davis: Yeah. It was during the war, not that that was happgveryone, but sure. |
had a natural childhood, walked to school, fought with my sister; my parents
werelovinggt her eds n o dmeallimes wete pleasant.tl likedt
my Uncle George and, as long as | knew him; | liked my Grandfather Scripps,
but hedied of cancer about a year or two after | moved, so | hardly knew him.

DePue: Who were the dominant personalities when you grew up?

Davis: Ithinkbt hat 6 s a @ ldhinK in djfierens waysony parents. My
father was much more accommodating; heenevas strict with me. He talked
about stories and history and famous people he admired. He was an interesting
guy to talk to.

My mother was a little more disciplined, though she spoiled me;
thereds no doubt about iddmitllwasswas t he f
pretty good kid, and | was a good student. Which of them was dominant? |
think maybe, in many ways, my mother was the decision maker, | think.

They
lived relatively
modestly,
though they had
many wealthy,
middle class
friends.So,they
had to make
appearances.
They would host
the cocktail
party at their
home, not at
some club. Not
t hat t hato
terrible liability, S8
but 1 6m Ju
pointing out, in
their social
circles, they were of limited means.

Cullom, age 8, third from left in the first row, circa 1942.

Every Thursday night for years, we wolild the guests of my
Grandfat her Davis for dinner at a down
| hate to admit, you could eat pri me r
crooked to me, but Grandfather would treat us to a good prime rib dinner
because it was the day his cook had off. That was fun; that was an event to
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

|l ook forward to every day. Other wise,
much.

Was your family religious?

Yes. They had had different denominational interests, but yntleel came
around, they were Episcopalians, which was, of course, the socially prominent

faith to have. | dondt want to say t ha
friends in the Episcopal Cat hedr al bec
Quincy,but t 6s | ocated in Peori a.

We went to the downtown cathedral every Sunday. | participated, was

in the kidbs choir. So, yes. Later, w h
services every day except Saturday. My faith was fairly strong. Later it

dimnished and died, butél dondét know how
my parents. It was what every family s

of faith and destiny in the house.
How about talks about politics? Did that occur?

Alittlebit.1 di dndét do much tal king. It beca
father, at leagt and maybe my mothérhad voted for Franklin Roosevelt in

1932, during the depth of the depression. It was very clear that they had

rejoined the Republican Party in the fortes Roosevelt began to
in the White House. o0

My mother spoke disparagingly of Eleanor because she spoke in such
a shrill voice and was kind of a busybody, my mother thought. My mother
judged people kind of on their social bearing, and Elepsbhad different
goals. | later came to really deplore that, taking that view of her [Mrs.
Roosevelt] politically. But she [his mother] had the right to that, and she was
that way.

They developed the same attitude in the forties toward Adlai
Stevensn, even though he was a prominent Bloomington citizen, citizen of
international repute. When he ran for governor, my parents met him and his
sister.

This would have been 1948?

Yes. He was divorced then,aloathad | 6 m sur
because that just didndédt happen in our
who kind of became the first | ady of t
governor . | f or g8uf fivesk She wasa chpréctern. z ab et h

She was an outspokeharacter, higisocietyBloomington. But my parents
just disliked her. Because they disliked her, and they had been Republicans for
a few years, they disliked Adlai.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Thatos the kind of talk | heard wit
their relativesit was Republican; it was, part of it, gossip. But | remember,
for example, my father was a great admirer of [General] Douglas MacArthur,
a great admirer. And he despised Harry Truman for firing him [MacArthur].

| later discovered that MacArthur hbddoken a basic rule of service, in
ignoring the commanden-chief. Now, Truman may have made mistakes on

that, but he had to deal with an wundi s
MacArthur for returning to Bataan [Peninsula], returning to the Philippines,
andwe al | knoweéFor gi v dghatraleo,MadAdhurhadlet at er

the airplanes on Clark Field [on Luzon Island, Philippines] sit after Pearl
Harbor, not exactly a heroic gesture, also that MacArthur made a fetish of his
return to the Philippines [@aber 20, 1944] as if it were a triumphant,

per sonal act, rather than theéhatkni t ed S
returned. 0 (DePue | aughs) There was an
But my father loved him, even bought a lgplgy recordng of his farewell

speech, which 1 &m not sure we ever pl a

The one to Congress?
Yes.
AOl d sol diers never dieéo

Yes, right. That was another instance
manifestationomy f at her 6s | oyal ty. He admired
of any stripe or period, and read about them.

You mentioned Pearl Harbor.
Um-hmm.
Youdbre apparently only six at that tin

IthinkIldo.You know what 1td6s I|ike; so many
big radio, with the people hearing th
maybe what | remember. | know | remember the family being around the

radi o. Whet her | awotdsa mdchyofitylehink Idlid. Ro o s ev
| was very conscious with the war as a'gearold; wars are kind of exciting.

| followed the war with the world map and dye and thumb tacks and read

books. My father brought me books about the war. | collected tinacahs

chewing gum tinfoil, and | bought savings stamps. To the extent that a snotty,
eightyearold kid was a patriotic supporter of the war, yeah, | was.

e

He sai d

My father didnbdét se e.
0t handl e t

r h e
turned him down because hise et h coul d he

He would have been in his late thirties?
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

Al so, he was a little older; he was®ér.|
George Scripps, who had | ivedeeredn our h
| think he was drafted and served in the Army engineers in Italy. The war

experience was something | kneweéel had

all planes, Japanese, German and U.S. | could spot a Japanese Zero if it flew
over the housé(both laugh)

We had an aunt; my father had an &urtwould have been a great
aunt for mé& who lived in Carmel, California, a fairly wealthy, independent
wo man; Il think shedd been divorced. Sh
Japanese cook. And she fearedlyeia the war, according to my parents, that
the Japanese would hit the U.S., the western coast. So, she kept the trunk of
her car loaded with canned goods, ready to split east if she had to. She later
claimed that her Japanese gardener mysteriouslgfteft Pearl Harbor,
maybe out of fear, maybe he was rounded up, probably was interred. But she
thought maybe he was a spy, and he had been in cahoots with the Japanese.

Was he first generation
Japanese, or do you know?

|l donodot kkmaww ;
It was part of the family
folklore. (DePue laughs)
Sorry, | 6 m dd e

What do you remember
about rationing?

That it existed, and we had a
stamp on our car, and that —-—
we had a victory gardenso

we could grow tomatoes Cullom, age eight, at a Jeepds

and pepperand green taken at Camp Ellis.

beans. It was the patriotic thing to do. But | also remeé&béold you about

the prime rib at the private clébalso, Dad had some liquor in the basement

that hedédd somehow gotten just before t
befored

Yeah,that was thirtythree or thirtyfour.

Yeah. No, this was post prohibition, but it seemed like it was kind of hoarded.
Then he had a set of tires that were I
bought them before they were rationed, or maybe he uset\lith

2 The Zerg, also calledMitsubishiA6M or Navy Type 0, fighter aircraft, a singkeat, lowwing monoplane,
was used with great effect by thapanesduring World War Il.(https://mww.britannica.com/technology/Zero

Japanesaircrafi

10
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:
Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

rationing? | donét know, but they were
suspectedéBut in other exterior respec
mother had to be careful shopping.

But | 6ve got to bélainedv eé htybudvwere wbhmata you
obviously at the tim& who later would have this love of history and politics
and those kinds of things, this would be a very good time to be growing up.

Um-hum. It was exciting. fvasexciting. My friends and | played war. The

back ofour house [was] on an alley. We built a little foale (DePue laughs),

away from my motherés garden. We pl aye
war.

Who were the bad guys?
|l dondt remember. | @dm sure we took tur
| mean was somebody playing Germans, or were they playing Japaidese or

You know, Il candt remember. Maybe we W
enemy. | think that maybe we all allied ourselves.

| followed the war to some extent. | knew about Dunkirkiclwtwas treated

as a heroic achievement, and we know it was not quite that (both laugh). My
father was an immense admirer of Winston Churchill, immense admirer. | am
too, of course. That led to some history reading | did later in mySdghe

war had &ig impact.

The politics of it I didndét foll ow
course, | showed you | knew about Camp Ellisand visitt8ittt | di dnot
know the politics of the war. | knew that Mussolini was bad, and Hitler was
bad,andHo hi t o was bad, but | dondot recall
concentration camps until the end of the war.

We had some Jewish friends but not very close friends. My father
would often sa§ and so would my mothér fiwell, we know the
Salzensteimshe y 6r e ni ce people; we dondt Kkno
back on it, that was their way of dealing with it. But they did have some
Jewish friends.

Do you remember the end of the war, eitheE YWictory in Europe] Day or
V-J [Victory in Japan]?

3 Camp Ellis was established as a World War 1l Army Training Center in 1943 near Table Grove, lllinois.
About 125,000 troops trained at the camp during the war. A Prisoner of War (POW) camp for 21580 Ge
and Austrian soldiers was later added. The camp was declared surplus in October 1945.
(http://www.Irl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/CampEllis.3spx

11
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

Yes. That | do visibly r e memayhut I don
vJ Day, | do. Wedd been awaiting it. V
coming from downtown Peoria, which was just down the b&df.my father

and mother and | anti¢ir friendst he Gunt her s, got into N

sedan, and we drove downtown. There was a big parade and revelry and a lot
of drinking and shoutingNVe got stuck in a traffic jam. Some of the revelers
may have had too much to drink, but they begtimg on the hood of Mr.

Gu nt h e Thatsvoreedhim, and so there was a kind of an altercation, not
fist-fight, but kind of an altercation. So, we then left.

But | was bugeyed with excitement to see all the celebrating. |
remember thatday. ldo6t r emember the announcemen
celebrating WJ Day.

How about the dropping of the atomic bomb?

Read about it, but | have no distinct.i
was later. In 1946 and forseven | was sent away tesammer camp, up in

Minnesota. It was good experience for me to be away from the famidy for

while. When | got up there, there were traditions there. You had to memorize

all the big ten fight songs and that sort of thing. It was a good camp. | learned
howto sail and swim and shoot a bow and arrow and a rifle.

| guess it was fortgeven. The camp counselor would always have
some corny joke, and during the atomic
may have heard about the explosions there at a pddlee &ikini, but
apparent | y dHowdideve pult?dsid io a s @nt differenée at
all.o* Bikini,itwas a play on words. 1 6ve r ememkt
was post fortyfive, but it was the atomic era. My knowledge of all that was
pretty limited.

Wel | , | et 6s ot al k about school
All right.

éespecially getting into the high scho
after the war was over.

Yeah. Very briefly, | went to Washington Grade School, three blocks away
when we lived on Moss Avenue. In 1947, my parents sold the house on Moss

4 Bikini Atoll is a Micronesianslandchainlocatedabout halfway between Hawaii and Australia. Between
1946 and 1958 auclear testingprogramwas conductedn seven sites at Bikini AtollTheseanvolved the
detonation of a series of 23 nuclear devices by theetiState®n the reef itself, on the sea, in the air and
under water(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bikini_Ato)l

12
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Avenue that | guess my mother had inherited after my grandfather died and
my uncle moved into his own home.

DePue: Was your grandmother not living?
Davis: No, | said both my grandntiers died back in the 30s.
DePue: Oh, thatodés right.
Dauvis: My parents decided to build a home out in Peoria Heights. They were able to
buy a little slice of | and that wasnot

was going to be a major challenge. Abthat time, my father was out of
work again, but they found a way to do it.

We lived for one year, after selling the house, in a tiny little cottage,
bungalow, in Peoria Heights. | mean tiny; it had two tiny bedrooms. My sister
coul dnét srheealways vaiwsaiyt ;7at school, soé (|
Anyway, it was a little tiny place. My parents called it the acid test because, if
we could survive that, we could survive anything.

Then we moved into this really nice, architdesigned home on the
same street, not on the fancy Grandview Drive streetof Bewria i ch youodve
never seen; OJdibatoénsMiller wadt Tdhereawere some rece
homes there, and they had good friends there. This was a comfortably
designed home with a distantviewbfé¢ country c¢cl ub gol f ¢
fancy home, but it was nice, and they had to borrow a lot of money to pay
[for] it.

At that point, | started going in sixth grade, eleven years oddstoit
was forthsixd to Peoria Heights Grade
School. Wenthere three years, did very wel
| did one in Washington school too. | went
then one year to Peoria Central High Schoag
it was then called Peoria High School, but
when they built that it was called Peoria
Central, which was the venerable, white hig
schod in Peoria. | took pretty rigorous
classes, Latin and algebra, not French yet,
and | did well; 1 was a good student.

DePue: You mentioned the white high school. Was
there a sizeable black population there?

Studio portrait of Cullom Davis,

Davis: Yes. At Peoria Central? No, there was a age eleven, circa 1946.
bl ack population, but there wasndt muc
DePue: In Peoria?
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

Oh yes, very |l arge, on the south side.
forgotten the name.

Were those schools integrated then, in the late forties?
Slowly.
Did you have any experience with Africédmericans at that time?

Yes. | did. Thank you for asking. When we lived on Moss Avenue, on the

bluff, right below the bluff was a large population of blacks. In grade school,

it was integrated, and | becargood friends with a number of African

American kids. One was a girl named Tracy Hubbell, who was fun and nice,

and then another guy, who was a very good athlete, and another, the guy was
Junior Tracy, without an fdeand.lHe was a
dondt remember ever visiting his house
ball together, and | had him over to the house.

One day after he had been at the ho
nice that you have your good friend Junior Tracywd | 6 m pl eased at

But the time is going to come when you
come to the house.o0o | didndét wunderstan
the racial biases that all of her generation had. | guess | was discawaiting

It wasndét malignant, though | think th
So.

How much of her attitudes would have been connected with, at least,
aspirations to be of a higher portion of society?

Sure, sure, no doubt about$the thought of herself dsshe never was a
debutantd but she thought of herself as high society, good family, you know,
good family connections, sociable, a good hostess. That was probably part of
it. It was the thing to be, but it was racial, sure.

Were you of the ilk to kind of rebel against this edict?

You know, |l didnodot . |l have to-albng hones
kid. I guess | said, okay. | still saw Junior at school and, once in a while, after
school . Af tramrintolhiindlownmom,eamd we would visit. He

was a worker somewhere.

The same with Tracy Hubbell, who went to my high school the year |

went there. Il got to know her, and she
of friends. She had other friends)ad other friends. There were clubs there,
and she was not in one of the girlsd c

pleasant person and a pretty good student.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

You mentioned earlier that you were Kki
your parerg. Why?

Welld
What was it about you, Cullom?

| was easy to raise. | basically obeyed the rules; | had an even temperament.

My sister, bl ess her heart, shebs stil
each ot her , hhdkind ofabetilepersoiaiyaandshe was a

source of great vexation to my parents. They were proud of her; they loved

her; she was bright; she went to college, but they clashed. | was always, |

guess, kind of a welcome relief. (both laugh)

Which one of the parents do you think you take after more?

Probably my father. | resemble him somewhat, my bookish interests. Though

my mot her read books, it wasndt a huge
was healthyeéWell , b antwas hpaithy 8utit affecttd an k n
her. Though I, at a certain age, drank a lot myself, | developed more moderate

habits in my thirties. And they smoked a lot. They were just creatures of a
generation where you didnét H&now about

But what | know about your career afterwards, it sounds like you were much
more assertive than your father was.

Yes, and that was drilled into me beca
and Dad even reminded me that my father f@dyptten his degree at
Princeton. He6éd gone there four years,

his thesisSo,this got drilled into me because the inference was, if he had

gotten his thesis and graduated, he would have held onto his jobs. Who

knowss ? | think more he would have held

use he wasndét; he was a weak empl
a hard world out there, Cull om,

e going t o syfathetneverdadkvorkedasahighe c au s
|l er. AYoudre going to start worKki

13
—
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Did you have jobs when you were living in Peoria?

Yes, yeah. At age fourteen, | was a-adaynp counselor for kids. | was kind of

a life guard at a pool, hatfay a week for three months. Then | got a job
through my parentsd inf | TRRW¢Teledo,wor ki ng
Peoria & Western] Railroad, which is an lllinois line that goes from the

Indiana border to the lowa bordért 6 s al | freight, but it
straight across the state, through Peoria.

A different kind of job than working as a camp counselor.
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DePue:
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

It was. And it was hard work. First of all, | was on a section gang, which was
a great expeence. | learned a lot of words that | had never known (DePue
laughs). But | obviously was over my head, and these wa@katest of them
Mexican® p.m. would be out drinking all night and whoring, but they would
be on the job there at 7:00 a.m. and poundpiges into the rails.

| was worn out. | was sixteen or fifte@d candét r edmember w
was worn out. |l 6d go to the water thin
that the president of the company had kind of gotten me into this thing, and he
disliked me. When we had to roll on a little flat car and then change a switch,
hedd order me to do it. Il tried, and |
Friday he told me. AAw, piss and go ho
saying, fAldm wot hgohng Bwoayplbnger . o

Sol was out of a job over the weeke
got me a job with a surveying crew, still hard work, out on the sun tracks,
measuring for leveling work, but nice guys, engineer, civil engineer. They
treatedme as a kid, and | worked hard. | did that for two summers, and it was
good for me.

Did the experience of getting fired, basically, getting canned, did that hurt you
at the time?

| was embarrassed, but | knew that | was out of my leagyet ®as a relief,
honestly.

In other words, you figured out at that time, | might have to make money
using my brain rather than my brawn?

| guess so, because, of course, they a
t her e ? 0 ebitoftioat. Myaparénts,tat hbme, were saying that, of
course, and my friends and parents wer

remember that light going on in my headdut
You mentioned that you only went to Peoria Central for one year.

Yes. Because my parents were counting on me being admitted to Princeton
University, and they were afraid that Central High School, for all of its
quality, would not put me in a position to be guaranteed admission. So, at
great personal sacrifice amdgth a scholarship, they enrolled me at the
Lawrenceville School, which is in New Jersey, five miles from Princeton and
had always been considered a feeder school for Princeton. In those days
Princeton accepted most of its students from private schools.

|l 6ve got to believe that Lawrence Scho
place to go.
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Davis: Rel atively. Now itdéds out of sight. I t 6
but | got a scholarship becaus#® my unc
talk about corruptodand so they arrangedéal so my
dad was out of a job for two years, until he got another department store job.

They could prove that they were of limited means. My mother had a very
modest income from some farmsttshe had inherited, maybe $5,000 a year
or less, $3,000 a year. So, they qualified, and I qualified.

| was admitted there. It was a scary experience because | was a new
kid there, and they always teased them [the new kids], and | had had hepaititis.
I6d gotten hepatitis my senior spring I
hepatitis Type A, bad food somehow. | had to spend all of that summer
l'iterally in bed because | couldnodot ex
to learn how to drink skim milkand | got a blood test every week.

Finally, that August the doctor said | could go away to school. But |
had to keep drinking skim milk, and | could not do any kstjaad athletics
| 6d been a very good swi mmer din high s
otherwise | would have gone out for the swimming team and probably gone
out for othersSo,l coul dndét. | was a real nerd,
was, on orders from a doctor, not to exercise. How do you make your name in
a privateéi n aYoydokaomathing atlleticall@gd, lgat b ?
lot of teasing. But | handled it okay, so | became fairly popular.

| was elected this and that and did very well in classes and very active
inextacurricul ar . | 6m sure theghgOwere st
that dude is queer or a weakling. But | was very popular otherwise, even with
kids who got a lot of teasing; | kind of often stood up for them. Not a
champion of them, but | just had an open mind.

DePue: Whenyousay | 6 m goi ng t o otherd, Cuoodduwhemgout he sp
say queer, youoOre not meaning in the c
[homosexual]?

Dauvis: I n a way thatéWell, thatés a good ques
and it could have a sexubhad@&detualcoul d | u
connotation I wasnodt queer. Il never,

t hought s, |l 611 say that. But | never n

In fact, as a Boy Scout, before | went away to high school, one of our leading
scout® he was kind of the assistgwatrol leader at summer cafpade a
pass on me. It scared the daylights out of me, scared me. But he was clearly

gay, and we were alone in the tent. I
say, ANo, o0 and | | eft t heclinatomst . Il di dn
DePue: What was it that you were doing that you were able to distinguish yourself, so

that you were able to form these friendships and get some notoriety?
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

| joined a lot of clubs, did well in those, was popular. As | say, | was pgopular

kind of, with some of the other wienies. (both laugh) Also, | had a sense of

humor, and | got along well with people. Gradually | made those friends. But |

did very well in a theater club; | did very well in the chapel ushers club; |

carried not the chate; what is it® the cross at daily chapel services; | got
great grades. |1 6m sure they thought |
the way to put it.

At home, | was a hellaiser. | was dating the same girl a lot, and we
were doing a lot of fings, and we dranlSo,| was a Jekyll and Hyde sort of
character. But at Lawrenceville | was a straight arrow, as far as they could tell.

| assume, when youodre staying at home,
you come back.

Rightt Ohy] s ometi meséOnce in a while, my p
come home, not for Thanksgiving but for Christmas, always.

| assume on the train.

Yes, yes, which was a danda-half trip and then changing trains in
Chicago.

In boading school, how many roommates did you have?

My first year | had one. My second year | had two. These were in what was

called houses, small dormitories of maybe thiitg students. My last year,

which was senior hi gfhorsm,hto odi,f fwer ematl |te
| had three roommates in a nice suite, with a separate bed. Two of us shared

one bedroom, and the other one shared the other and then kind of a common

room.

So, | had roommates, and they were all friendly and fun. | becam
popular. | was elected to the Fifth Form Council, which was the student
elected body; I think all the straight arrows probably voted for me (laughs). |
won honors; | won awards, so | was a distinguished, Lawrenceville graduate.

Were there some dlfie students there, maybe some of the legacy kids, who
were a little bit more rebellious frain

Oh sure, sure. They were hddlisers. If they could get away to New York on

some flimsy excuse, they would drink themselves silly. | did once. Theve al

were international students from wealthy, Latin American families, including

the son ofrulgencioBatista, the dictator of Cuba (laughs). These were spoiled

kids, miserable kids, often. Their parents really were getting rid of them, so

they sent them aay to school. | befriended them; they were nice kids. One of

my best roommates was a guy froméHe wa
and spoke, of course, fluent Spanish. Like all Mexican boys of a certain
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

stature, he had had his first sexual exploit withfémeily maid. Another
storyé (laughs). Sorry, | 6m turning th

Were you ever lonely?

Yes. | know that first fall | was lonely, because it was hard to make friends; |
was teased a lot. My grades were goad,itbwas...My parents must have
picked up on that. Maybe the housaster or the school master called my

parents or wrote them, saying, fAWeodre

seems | onely, 0 because, | o and behol d,

in November, not Thanksgiving; it was |
That was really unusual because the

think they were worried about me. |  wa

as being an emotional time. | know | was glagee them, and it was a good

i dea. | 6m sure they had been advised b

considered quitting school. When | did something, | did it. Not that | had

enor mous courage, but | justél foll owe

Whatwee your academic interests? By this

aware of those kinds of things.

Um-hmm, umhmm. | loved French; | was very good in French, won awards
in French. | loved mathematics, did brilliantly in algebra and solid geometry,
and lliked history, had a good history master. And | liked L&tirtook tough
coursed liked physics.

History was among the courses | liked, and we read the, then standard,
Amer i can hi st 8Samyel Blic Mdrrisoprude thimgy, Bo
pictures, all tek It was the conventional, upper division, high school text,
college textbook, for that matter. | plowed through that; it was pretty dull, but
| liked history.

But you | isted sever al ot her things be
expecing that.

Yeah. Well, | just was a good student. | loved mathematics, well enough that |
got placed at Princeton in an honors calculus course.

A

That s the next question because, obvi
senior year in highchool, the question is, what am | going to do after |

graduate?

Right, right.

Was there ever any question of that?
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

If I thought about it at all, | assumed, in the environment that | was in, that |

would go into business. Not untilvas in college did | work for one, a

brewery, Pabst Brewery, two summers. T
at Lawrenceville, | worked for Pabst Brewery, not that | ever thought about a
permanent job at Pabst.

But my final two years in college, lavked at Caterpillar, [Inc.], [the]
international home office of Caterpil!/l
foundry; | worked in the advertising division, a whdellar job. | was just an
intern, but | wrote copy, did stuff like that.

We got a litle bit ahead of the timeline here.
Yeah, | 6m sorry.

No, thatoés fine. My impression is that
pl ace because the expectations were th
Right.

And good kidthat you were, you never questioned any of that?

No, though a funny thing happened my senior yea® Myat do you call

t720pl acement advisor, |l guess they were
colleges that you want, tbbaepagmito@ad A
a lot.o I'tdéds not an I vy League school ,
| dondt know why, but 16d heard about
apply to Yale or Harvard, but at least | applied to Amherst.

Lo andbehold, the fall of my final year, | got turned down at Amherst.
My placement advisor was furious. He s
this outstanding student; you expresse
them, and | guess tomytBbBaidlograpiéei nest
whateved it hat heds going to go to Princet
uni nspired application. | dondt know,
offer me a position at Amherst.

| chose Princeton. It was more this placementads or 6 s f ury at
being turned downéltds al ways good, of
probably was a sheim for Princeton.

Were you something of a legacy to go to Princeton?
Yes.

Even though you said your father had not graeld@a
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Didnét graduate, but he was an al umnus
uncle attended and graduated. So, | was very much a legacy, and | had the
advantage, although going to school in New Jersey, of living in lllinois. They

did try to getsome sort geographic representation. | think | was probably a

slamdunk.

You graduated from high school in 1953?
Yes.

At that time there was a draft. Was military service any part of this equation?

No. I dondt iteevomimg an issonee Inust mave known it, but |
was going to college. | dondt think |
was eighteen, and | canbét remember. I

At some point | paid a visit to the Peoria Selective Servia®d

talked to someone there, and I 6m sorry
youcan qualify as a college defer ment.
be, because | wasndét then bothered aga

So, | guess | hasomething.
With the Korean War over, in July of fifty hr ee, t her e just wa:

That 6s right. Exactly. Thank you. I di
that, that | was one of thoselietweens.

You spent basically tee years of high school at an-lalys school. And
Princeton, | believe at the time, is anladlys school. Did you have any
reservations because of that?

Yes. | did. But it was the custom then. There was no prep school in the
countryéWeelrle, at hfeerme, wout they were all
schools. The coll eges, the good coll eg
that. | had a great girlfriend. We went steady for eight years before marrying.

She came out to the spring prom at Lemaeville, three years in a
row. She had to take the train out and live in a neighboring home, off campus.
We were strictly chaperoned, but she made it. Then she was admitted to an
eastern college, and she visited more than she should have, Princetdn. And
visited more than | should have, her college, Connecticut College.

Did she pick that to be closer to you?

Yeah. Yeah. |l tds a pretty good coll ege
life, she was dismissed from Connecticut Collegedte) at the end of the
year . I wasndédt from Princeton. She the

and she did, up in Troy, New York. We were a heavy item.
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DePue: You havendét mentioned her name.

Davis: No. Her name is Marilyn Whittaker. We met in dargcschool, seventh grade.

DePue: Dancing school?

Davis: There was a dancing school for the children of the middle class at the YWCA.
We | earned how to be polite. We didnoét
manners and dancing. | met her, and we stareidgeach other, which
really meant that | went to play baske

kind of hanging around.

Then we had permission in eighth grade to go to Saturday matinee
movies. There would be an occasional mixed party with ¢cbaps. In high
school it got more serious. | could drive; she could drive. We became a real
item in high school. Then, when | was away, Marilyn dated. It was logical; |
was gone for nine months of the year. But when | came home, we were back.
For three yees she dated, but we remained committed.

DePue: Let s go back to Princeton.

Davis: Yes.

DePue: Did you like going to Princeton?

Dauvis: By and large, yes. | found it a great intellectual atmosphere. | liked most all of
the professors, who were interestiand very accomplished people. | had
good roommates, though we were a t

i tt |
Al t hough you coul dndét have women or ca
lot of college students, | did much more drinking than was healtidyjt was
permitted. Collegeélt was kind of hypo
yourself silly, but if you were caught with a girl in your room after 6:00 p.m.,

or if you had a car parked eéampus, you could be kicked out.

DePue: What was thedgal drinking age in New Jersey at the time?

Davis: Twenty-one, but the campus to@n

DePue: When you say, permitted, they just kind of ignored what was going on.

Dauvis: Yeah. There were clubs, not fraternities, clubs; they were able to buy kegs of

beer,and we could go to the clubs and so on. It was just a wink, wink and nod.

DePue: Getting into Princeton now is a real challenge. What did it take to get into
Princeton at that time? What kind of classmates did you have?

Dauvis: If you went to a prep sclob that helped. If you were from lllinois, that
helped. If you had really great grades, that helped. If you were a legacy, it
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

hel ped. Il dondt think my admission to
achievement, the way it would be if | were applying todayinkih was
destined (1l aughs). Everything was in n

matter, very different matter.

At that time especialy and maybe this is much more a term that would
apply to Boston and Harvaddthe Brahmans of American societlgpse elites
at the time, was there an element of that at Princeton?

Oh, absolutely, aok of snobsl got to know a lot of snobs at Lawrenceville

but also at Pri ncet on .-schbdiseagdéltithegighn e t o
prep schools, andhiéy had the right summer homes on Cape Cod. This was a

world that was unfamiliar to me. They would travel; on spring vacation, they

would go to Bermuda. | would either stay at Princeton or go home (laughs).

You wereno6t invitmeh? into that <circle v
Hmm, no, no.

Were they snobbish towards you?

Not overtly.

It was just kind of an understood arrangement?

Yeah. Some of them went, paying their own way, just to raise hell down in Ft.
Lauder dal e .thekindafimdneytd do that.vIleere was a little bit of
resentment on my part or jealousy, whatever you call it, envy, envy.

That was true even in Peoria. A lot of my friends had parents who had
a summer home i n Michi gaaoked The fAbitis,c onsi n
| liked working. Your first job you feel, my gosh, | can earn money. | had
good paying jobs, at the railroad and then at Pabst Brewery for two summers
and then at Caterpillar for two summer
w e r dakiidgtvacations themselves; that was one way in which they crimped.
| enjoyed that. | had a sense of accomplishment.

How about academics? | assume that you continued to excel in academics.
At Princeton?
Um-hmm.

No, | strugyled, partly because we were all valedictorians (laughs) to some
extent, and | also goofed off a lot, procrastinated, drank, traveled on weekends
to visit my girlfriend. | did reasonably well, but | was getting the equivalent of
Bs and Cs my freshman year.
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Equivalent? Didnét they use that grade

No, it was a point system. One or two courses | really loved and got Bs in.

One, |l only got a C because they coul d
honors calculus class. | was hopelesslgr my head in calculus, taught by a

brilliant mathematician of international reputation. | was there with a bunch of

kids who were mathematical geniuses. | had been great in prep school in

math, but | didnét bel ong outofit,t hat sect
would have because it was a yé@amg course, met every day of the week. By

the second week, the professor was sick and tired of me. It was all cumulative
learning, so | was already out of it and struggled the whole time. But because
itwasam honors class, he couldndt give me
the rules of the college.

At what point did you get to select a major? Was that right at the beginning?

No, not until the end of my sophomore year. | took a fair numbleistdry
courses. | liked them. | loved one history course my sophomore year on
modern American history, taught by Eric Goldman, who was a great lecturer.

| took a great course on the renaissance by another famous historian. |
took a course on Americdareign relations, which | really liked, and
European history, a great teacher on eighteenth century Europe. | was liking
history, even my first two years. For me it was a snap.

| knew math was going to be my major. | took a couple of French

language our ses, because | had been so goo
we were supposed to read, in the original French, these novels by famous

French novelists. But 106d get the Engl
| suspect you werendét alone in that on
No, but | was | azy. ltds not as i f 1 ¢
but | azy. Science, | al ways knew wasnboé
course and kind of I|iked it, but it wa

di dndét muclk mokipdlitical dtiante, | enjoyed. But history was for
me a natural major. That was an easy decision to make.

This is kind of going back to the natu
there were any Gl Bill students who were goingetes well?

There were earlier, even during the war. They had a special program for Army
students to go on an intensified basis

5 The termGI Bill® refers to any Department of Veterans Affairs educatiemefitearned by members of

Active Duty, Selected Reserve aNdtional Guard Armed Forces and their families. bheefitis designed to

help service members and eligible veterans cover the costs associated with getting an education or training.
(https://www.military.com/education/gpill/learn-to-useyour-gi-bill. html)
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where they were swarming with Gl Bill students. By the time | went, iy fif

three, I dondét remember. Maybe they we
dondt remember many of my cl assmatesél
classmates who was really Gl Bill. A lot of them were ROTC [Reserve

Officer Training Corps], a lot of them, andwa ROTC, but not Gl Bill. |

dondot know whether it was because of t
standards or its prejudice. I dondt th
liked to have young, eightegmrarolds entering the college.

Did you have any interest in joining either of the ROTC programs?

| thought about the NROTC [Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps]. But it

did circumscribe somewhat my choice of courses. | talked to a few advisors

and some other students and finakydi ded t hat | woul dnodot.
l i ked that. Il had friends who did it,
wider range of course choices. And there would have been weekends | would

have had to stay in Princeton (DePue laughs).

T h akind sf what | was thinking.

| dondt know that that registered, but
social life.

How about some formal ext@irriculars. We know what, informally, you
were doing for extraurricular activities.

| continued my interest in theater. | had been president of the theater club at
Lawrenceville. | had been a specialist, not in acting, but in backstage work. |

really did great work as an electrician and making flats and setting designs

and so forth, andloved it. So, | joined a very prominent Princeton University
undergraduate theater club, which every year staged its own original musical

and took it on the road, which was a h
train.

But t heyor e nmoebodyhasrtawgite ihaad tire m8sic f@r it

Yes, all original. They had a professional director to direct these students, but
these were students who | oveéHarvard h
Hasty Pudding Club; this was the Triangle Cluibey liked to write music; a

lot of it was really corny. Most of it was satirical songs, with satirical titles. It

was a revue show, so you could put tog
have to really connect a lot. But | got involved in that, enaagthat, while |

wasnodt eligible my freshman year [t o]
year.

Were you in front of the spotlights or behind the scenes?

No, | was always behind the scenes.
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You had no interest in getting on the stage

|l just had grown up doing that at Lawr
ever have that stage itch. | later discovered | have certain skills as a public

speakerbuact i ngél can play myself pretty w
Atwhatpoint n ti me do you start thinking, 0
graduate from coll ege, then what?o0

Yeah. |l want to make one reference bac

told you, loved to read. Probably he would have had a successful career had
he chosen to be a librarian, but that was unthinkable for a man of his social
standing in those years. He would have been a great librarian, and he would
have had a secure job. But he read assiduously, all the time, and he read
certain things.

He lovedwestern history, American western history. He loved the
story of Wyatt Earp and the OK Corral. He loved General Custer (laughs),
thought he was a hero. | told you he loved Winston Churchill and Douglas
MacArthur; he read those biographies. And he admii@seR E. Lee. He
read a famous, biography of Robert E. Leddloyglas Southall Freemah
know he admired Lincoln because his great uncle had known Lincoln, Shelby
Moore Cul |l om. But | dondt remember hin
Sandburg fouwolume bography of Lincoln. So, sure, he liked Lincoln.

| inherited, | think, some of that enthusiasm for biography and history.
| know | did because we talked about it. He talked about it a lot, and | know |
was an interestedél ‘weawadonegsourcenandteat t hat
one teacher at Lawrenceville taught me history that | really enjoyed, and then
| had professors at Princeton whom | really respected and admired. Those
were what | ed me to the major. 't di dn

| was conwunced in the 1950s that | would enter a job, maybe in
banking, perhaps in Peoria, where | had connections, or maybe in advertising,
since | spent two summers my last two years at Caterpillar. | really liked
advertising. | discovered | had a certain skill Writing advertising copy.
Those were my ambitions.

At Princeton in those days advertis
hugesuction of Princeton students into the workplace. (laughs)

But wouldndét that suggest udinessor, i f t hi
something like advertising, that you would want to take business courses?

No, because | wasndt going to go into
into marketing. In those days, if you were a Princeton graduate, they said,

A L o o k |earmvehat hel needs to know on the job. If he can write and
conceptualize, he can be a marketing executive; he can be a salesman; he can
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be an executive. o0 |tdés the classic | i6b
from what it was.

Butno, thatdiddt é1 did take an accounting
i dea. I didndédt take any management cou
Princeton. |l didndt take any education
after | got kind of interested in education, my seggmar, because | was
teachingaftes chool athl etics at a | ocal day
that to you.

Princeton day school had these kids and they needed to hire people at
$1.25 an hour to oversee the affehool activities and athletics of their
students. So, my roommate and | got jobs. We made about $8.00 a week, but
it was spending money.

Wel | , $1. 25 an hour doesnot sound | i ke
that.

It wasndét bad, no. So, wedlkedstpend t wo
liked working with kids. That opened up another possibility for me as to a
career. Il didndét give it a | ot of seri
senior year.

| interviewed for a job at Procter and Gamble, which thiasultimate

advertising career. Youod fill shelves
and then youdd be a brand person, and
|l adder. Youdd be making a fortune and
dating the secretaries at tbifice (laughs). That was the symbol of that life.
Wel | | I didndot get offered a job.

| was offered a job at Caterpillar to come back permanently. | had that
in the hole, and I liked Peoria, had a lot of friends there. | could interview for
a banking jobin Peoria if | wanted to, but | never did at that time. But | did

decide to interview for a couple of pr
high school teaching job because | did
courses.

So, | interviewed at achool called Choate, which is one of the

prestigious, eastern prep school s. I d
t hought that was a |little too precious
They wanted me and my young wif@boutto-be youngwifed to be house
masters for one of the houses. |l thoug
marriage, with thirty adolescent, oveexed kids under your roof (both laugh).
Largely for that reason, | turned then
themad wn . | talked it [over] with my fia
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Then | got this invitation to meet at Princeton with a man who was
visiting Princeton, hiring students for jobs at a Honolulu prep scRomlahou
School.

How do you pronouncthat again?
P T-ahow.
Just like it looks.

Actually, yeah. Of course, itbdés a Hawa
dondt pronounce as theyore spelled. He
and he had white hair. His name wadin Fox, and he had a miserable college
education himself, something like Southern Arkansas School of Mines or

something. But he had landed this head master job at Punahou because he was

so handsome, suntanned, greaidotd ot hes,
fake.

But he figured that he could bringa lotofcladsshat 6 s capi t al
clas® to Punahou by hiring iWeaguers. He made the rounds every spring,
and he went to Yale and Dartmouth and Princeton, and he hired people. He
hired six of us my yeartdrinceton, classmates. Out of a class of 600 people,
six of us got jobs at the same school in Honolulu, and there were a couple of
Harvard people. This was irresistible.
a schoolsupplied apartment, with my badon campus, but separate. The
salary was $4,000 and the chance of summer work, if | wanted to be a life
guard. And they would pay me half of the airfare to get there, not to get back
(both laugh).

Letdbs seep youbve got a

And they would pgd forgive me& they would pay a small stipend if we
started having children, so much per kid (laughs). What a place! So, |
accepted the job and signed up.

But then my draft board got in the way. | had to go have a ph§sical
was A0 have a physical up iNewark, New Jersey, which scared me, not
Newark, but to see the kids who passed the physical. These were not physical
speci mens. Some of t hem, if they squat
going over to a bench. Or wéottbe t hey w
laugh).

| passed the physical, so | had to talk with my draft board. They said,
AYou®Ar,e alnd you could be called. o | 611
Punahou that | to put off my job because of this. So, | went back to
Caterpillar, workingnot permanently, but temporarily, to wait out the draft
board. | waited a month and then a mon
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you could be called. o | did put in an

di dndot get it , ytwacher, kinelofaGade®2°1 wasnot vy
Finally, in October my wife and | d

chanceSo, | notified the draft board | was moving to Honolulu. They said,

AWell vyou could be called. 0 We went, a

becaussomeone had to leave. So, | was a fogridde school teacher for a
while at Punahou. It was a honeymoon for my wife and me, though we had
taken a honeymoon. It was a great life.

Tough job to have to move to paradise, huh?

Oh, god! Every wdesnd we would go to the beaches and drink a lot. We had
all these friends and others at the school who were young, lively. It was really
fun. | enjoyed the students, many of them JapaAeserican, some
HawaiianAmerican, all sorts of ethnicities. It wayvery pleasant

environment. So, that was great.

| want to go back and ask you about the decision to get married, how that
came about and then getting married.

It seemed destiny. Webdd gone together
yeas. We were engaged before my senior year in college. It really seemed
destiny. |l never had any hesitation. \
Cull om. We | ove Marilyn, but i1tds a mi
have a couple of datesRitinceton, just catehscatchc a n . I didndt dc
just met girls at some of the parties, and we had some fun. But, | just thought

the woman of my | ife was the woman | 6d
foregone.

We arranged for the wedding e on June 23, 1957, had a huge
wedding party of my Princeton and Lawrenceville friends and some local
friends and

The wedding was where?

In a Methodist church in Peoria that mylaws belonged to, big wedding,

400 people, | guess. My-aws were wonderful people. He was a surgeon, a
successful surgeon. She was a devoted mother. They could not have been
nicer to me. They thought of me as a wonderful catch for their daughter
because | had a little bit of social status, and | was fun andaticg which

was a mistake, bét

Youdd graduated from Princeton that ye

6 A catch22is a paradoxical situation from which an individual cannot escape because of contradictory rules.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CateB2_(logic)
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And 1 6d graduated from Princeton.

Did she have any career aspirations? What had she majored in?

She majoredégood quest i ophomordyearnoas he tr
college in Troy, New Yor k, Il think she
about a career that | can remember. She could have gotten a job, of course, in

department stores, not as a secretary,;
could have gotten a good job [in] sale
could have done some Spanish, though s
really on her mind as it was on mine.
large measure,andoursadi st anding. So, she didnot

She got pregnant when we were living in Honolulu, in the spring of
1958, after wedd been there for six mo
December of 1958 in Honolulu, a daughter. It was not a-sithgoth
marriage. | hd some sexual function problems, challenges, that | think |
overcame, but some, and some insecurities, which were very real. And she
had some frustrations. But we were married, and we were devoted.

After two yearséShall | Pukaboe,p goi ng?
which | loved, my second year there | took a graduate course in American
policy in the Pacific, just for fun, a

thought, Well, | could do graduate study.

But in the spring of 1959, my thoughts wérdn at | €1 wr ot e so
letters to bank presidentsinPeérih  di dndét write Caterpil
of left them in the lurch and | applied to three graduate schools, Stanford,
lllinois and Michigan. Right away lllinois accepted me and gave me a free
ride fellowship. Stanford accepted me and offered me an assistantship, which
woul d reduce my classes, and Michigan,
expensive; | loved Stanford, but it was expensive.

e

Princeton
was out
ofd

Yeah, |

di dnot
think of
applying. |
thought it
was way too
expensive
and
probably
much more

Cullom Davis at a 1968 orientation in lllinois.
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selective, maybe not, butél guess | th
back a Princeton undergraduate. Thatos
| wonderwhatp ur parentsdé feelings were and

were about your being a fourgrade teacher out in Honolulu.

Right. Well the fourth grade was just for a few months, until an opening

opened in what was called the senior school, whergghtaenth and eleventh

and twelfth grade social studies. That was just a temporary to please me
because they had a vacancy, and they could take me then, and | needed the
money. By then | had a teaching deferment, and then | had a parent deferment.
So thedraft was no longer an issue.

They bothéMy parents visited us, an
they thought we were |living the great
going to stay here?0 | alreadwasdnad dec
little too good, a little too comfortable. | saw some of the older teachers there,
one of whom was a retired rear admiral. No disrespect toward him, he was a
great guy, but he was an alcoholic, and some of the other older teachers were
alcoholics. No that you could blame that on their being in place too long, but
it kind of scared me that, am | looking at a projection of myself?

Il think | had a |ittle more ambitio
college teacher, but | thought | might becoréela mi ght get a mast
degree, maybe a PhD | didnét know; no

graduate school.

You mentionedthdyou donét have to andiwmer this
you said you had some insecurities at the time?

Yes, yes, sexual insecurities, yeah, and performance insecurity. We got over
those by and |l arge, but | think my wif
later, if we want to.

She was fine though with the decision to go to graduate school?

Yesshe was. We had a baby daughter. She
When we decided to go to Urbana, | could afford, with the money | had

saved a magnificent salary at Punal@to buy a little tiny English car for

$1,000. We could rent a cheap apartmetipalittle apartment, in a place

where they did cooperative babyi t t i n g . So, Marilyn coul
pay a babssitter. If she hadtogetapdrti me |j ob, she coul d.
she ever had a pditme job.

| was on a fellowship, and h&ather also supported us, much like my
fatherés father had supported him in t
fellowship stipend. He loved us and never seegnelssed us and sent us a
modest check every month. Our rent was $40, so we could make it alright.
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And | worked; | did work in the university book store, pime, just to make

a little money. Then | started working, teaching night classes up at Rantoul at
the Air Force base [Chanute Air Force Base] and correspondence courses.
Whenever | could pick ug little scratch in my graduate school time, | did.

DePue: Going to graduate school, you have to
majoring in.
Davis: Yes.Of coursejt was history. | was admitted to the History Department; that

was clear. | expresseah interest in majoring in American history. At that

point, | was pretty sure that it would be modern American political history
because 106d written this thesis about
which was basically postivil-war history, and | lhtaken courses at

Princeton on the whole period of regulating business in America because

Senator Cullom had been the author of the Interstate Commerce Act of 1886,
regulating the railroads. 't didndot re
founder of tha

So,l got interested in regulating, and | read several books, and | took a
great course at Princeton by a political scientist, on regulating business with
independent commissions. | decided that would be an interest, and | thought
the natural disseation, after my freshman year, was to study the Federal
Trade Commission, founded in 1914.

DePue: Before we talk more about the academic side of things, can you reflect on the
differences between the University of Illinois, as a graduate student, and
Princeton, as an undergrad?

Davis: It will be to the disparagement of lllinois. The quality of the faculty, when |
was there, | thought maybe | was being a little snobbdsHbut | thought they
were indifferent, with a few exception

acomplished as teachers. | took a course on lllinois history, taught by an
amiable man, who was just not much. | took a course in historical method by
an ancient, ancient historian. He was really feeble, poor guy. Nice man, but he
coul dndét an ghtyoung graduate stuénts thanil tidink

|l had some really poor graduate cou
the place particularly genial. On the other hand, they treated me like a super
star; not a supestar, they thought | was big stuff becausead a Princeton
degree.

| did like a few of the courses. | took a course in American
constitutional history, really a tough course, by a man | admired. That was

7 Chanute Air Force Base a closedJnited States Air Forctacility, located south of anddjacent tdRantoul,
lllinois, south ofChicago.lts primary mission throughout its existence was Air Force technical training.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chanute_Air_Force_Bpse
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good. | took a course with the man who later became my PhD advisor on
America from 1877 t0929. His name was Bates. He was a wonderful
southern man and not a great scholar himself, but he was supportive. And |
took a seminar in modern American history with him my spring semester at
lllinois, my first year.

| wrote an article about the Fedefat ade Commi ssi onods

worked hard on it. He said it was superb. | read the fine print idcineal of
American Historywhich announced that it had a prize for the best graduate
student essay of the year in the field of American historgt thge impression
that not many people applied for this. | sent this paper in, the spring of my
first year in graduate school, and it won BedsleyAward, which is now a
well-k n o w ned-Bl-e-y, something like that.

Was it the Pelzer Memorial Awa?

Thank you; Il 6 m ; l 6m thinking

sorry;
Thank heavens |1 6ve got a knowl edgea

Well, I had to look it up.

Pelzer Award [Louis Pelzer Memorial Awall e ah, it o6s i n my

€ ¢

of
bl e

r

wasbi g stuff. Suddenly people | ikeéSome

like the diplomatic historian, Norma@raebnert hey sai d, A My
got another superstar here. In his first year, Cullom Davis has won the Pelzer
Award, and hbaddsAdsttbhghstbaiabd, bl

There were some downfalls after

gos

ah. ¢

t ha

to go to that. Now, we havenét gotten

| definitely do want to develop this more. My question Betleis might be a
bit of an asidd but you mentioned you were a little bit disappointed perhaps
with the quality of the instruction you got there?

Um-hmm.

Was that at all a function of this explosion of higher education that happened
after World War 11?

Thatos interesting. Well, ITllinois
tradition of distinguished department. | felt, when | went there, that the
brightest minds in the department were the younger ones, and they would
often leave, and they did. | tookGerman history seminar by a brilliant

8 The Pelzer Memorial Award Committee of the Organization of Ameridatokans invites candidates for
graduate degrees to submit essays fotthés Pelzer Memorial Awardompetition. The winning essay is
published in thddournal of American HistoryEssays may deal with any period or topic in the history of the
United Stées.(https://www.oah.org/programs/awards/lcpislzermemoriataward)
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DePue:

Dauvis:
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Dauvis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

historian, and after three years he left, not for tenure reasons; he just was
frustrated.

There was kind of a triumvirate of efdshioned leaders in the
department that really ran it. To me, they were all pompousainithat good,
but they had the power. So younger historians kind of died on the vine there, |
thought.

Would they also be looking for opportunities at somewhere more elite,
perhaps the Ivy League schools, and move onto those?

Some. But it vas clear there was a morale problem, too. This was a

department that was run totally by the
uni versities, but I felt it was to the
particularly dynami c rmingPultzetpnzesot . They

other awards, as a department.
Did you have anybody who served as a mentor to you there?

[ Professor] Leonard Bates was a ment or
who later became mentors for me, but not when | wgsaduate school, like
BobJohannsen | di dndét take aGraecbnewase wi t h hi
something of a mentor. Do you know that name?

Yes.

G-r-a-e-b-n-e-r. He was chairman, which | thought was a breath of fresh air,

and he made me his giad assistant for his huge American Diplomacy

course. | got to know him pretty well. | liked him, and he liked me. There

were some problems developing in my career there, though, at that time. |

dondét know whether | should go into th

| washoping you would.
Okay (laughs).
If you want to do that, yes, absolutely.

Oh, Il want to do it; itds a question o
all. Two problems, one was that the department insisted on two foreign

languaes, mastery of two foreign languages. | took the French test the first

chance | had; | passed it fine. | chose German as the second language. Russian
scared me, and you couldndt wuse Spani s
besides French and Latin. S@hose German.

| learned later that the History Department had a tense relationship
with the German Department. They depended on the German Department to
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offer instruction in German. Then the German Department would grade the
German essays you had teaer to pass the proficiency test.

| promptly took a German basic course, studied it hard. It was hard to
get excited about it because it was just a means to an end. But | studied it,
took the proficiency test, ditdndét pass
thought were trivial. It was addoat essay from some history, and the word
was the noun for the act of fAtorpedoin
sai d it s houtbrdeddiicator® Weéh ,t hetfmought bk \
that? Only a German walikay that (both laugh).

That may not have been how | failed
bet ween two departments who are trying
superior. Thatos exactly what it was.

| wastutored in German. By that time, | was wasting a lot of time on this. It
ended up taking me a whole extra year in graduate school, just to get this
crazy thing behind me.

| went to the department chairmadgrman Graebnewho was very,

very understandngnd sy mpat heti c. But he said,
this. This is a classic requirement. o
way, Qquantitative history or something
later. Actuallyl di dndot esktheaet waanhidov any,; it
then. Excuse me. Anyway, | had no choice, so | got depressed about that.

By that time my class work was over. | was studying for my prelims,
which | passed with flying colors.
Yourd
Prelims were théests | had to write out and then be orally examined, [based]
on what 16d taken, what | knew about A

history.
This was a step toward getting the PhL

Oh, | 6m sorry, oytees.myl nmhaasctkeerdd su pt. h e s iwsr
passed that. There was a committee, I
Then it was the prelims, which is really formal entry into PhD study. | studied

a year for that, reading all the books on American history ldcduwlid fine in

that, but the language was all that was hanging me up.

| even started my dissertation research. | got a special dissertation
fellowship and travel money to travel to New England and Washington, D.C.
and Chicago to do research. But thegiaage hangp was in my way, which
depressed me.
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| was also depressed because my wife admitted to an affair in the
second year we were in Urbana. It was an affair with a member of our
extended family, which just devastated me. | never dreamed that jgbple
that. | was really pretty naive. It devastated me. She was apologetic, tearful,
and she admitted it to me. | had no idea. That was to her credit. But it was a
crisis in my stability as a functioning adult, and | think it also helps explain
my dissertéion problems because | had those.

Finally, | passed the German test. But thémlo one knew it on
campu$ but | was having trouble writing my dissertation. | had a year in
Urbana when | had nothing to do but write my dissertation, fellowship, and |
did ewerything but that.

You woul dndét be alone in that respect.
candidates have.

Yes, youbre right. Youodre right, absol
psychological in nature, which maybe it always is. | héshdency to stall
things but not to that extent. | just

time [for] interviewing for jobs, | prepared an outline of my dissertation, as if
| was writing it. It was a pretty coherent outline. | knew what | was going to

do; Il just wasnoét doing it, and they f
you have a chapter you could show?0 I
working on it, butébo

Then | got interviewed at two very good schools, Indiana Univérsity
great schoolbetter than Illinois, | thought and the University of Maryland.

Sol went to both. | didnét | i ke Maryl a
didndét appeal to me. |l ndi ana wwes a gr e
members of the faculty. The wer e bri ght, producti ve,

so | accepted the job.
| want to take a couple of steps back.
Okay.

Because | want to hear your discussion about the decision, once you got to
graduate school, to continue on to g&thD and obviously to get a teaching
position someplace.

| 6m sorry. The decision for the PhD ki
stupendous success | had my first year and the compliments of all these

people. | was hot stuff, and by my eed year, | had a published article in the

Journal of American Historythat was the prize. | got $25 and a bronze medal,

(DePue laughs) but it was publication. That got the attention of universities
around the country. A Whulentasdhashi s ki d w
published an article in our | eading jo
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encouragement with the PhD dissertation, which was a little more money;, it
just seemed like the thing to do.

Were you either a teaching or research assistant?

Yes. | did. | know the year because it was 1963, when Kennedy was
assassinated. | was a teaching assistant because | was teaching a class when
we got the news of his assassination. | was teaching American history, the
survey course in American hisyp and | loved it. | was doing well in iOf

coursejt was a danger to love that sort of thing too much because you were
only paid a little bit to do it. What you were really being paid to do was to

write your dissertation. Then | was teaching up att®&anwhich took time. |

was grading correspondence courses, which took time. | was hustling, in other
words (laughs).

But was the teaching satisfying for you? Did you feel like this was your
calling?

Il think so, yes eachihgiieéhman cglege studemtsand al i z e
sophomoreséBut it had its high points;
Yes, | enjoyed it, and | discovered | had a gift for making things interesting. |

gave a few guest lectures in some of the advanced cdbedgmeople offered.

| gave a guest lecture for Leonard Bates in his course on the progressive era. |

gave a guest lecture, not f@raebnerput in lllinois history. | discovered |

could put together a |l ecture wretty we
public speaking had evaporated by then.

The next question deals with your decision to seek employment at a
university, a quality university, whil
rather than sticking through it and just getting thatedd#ow do you assess

that?

0
There were people i ke hat at |11
graduate students for fifteendgstaar
lowly administration job and just give up on the dissertation. | knew about
those cases; friends were warning me about it.

Unrealistioc. | didndét know how | ong I
I t ha I noi
S I

The publication of my article had made me something of an appealing
candidate at universitieSo,| was conning people, al? | was conning
people. Stanford inquired about me, which | found ironic because | could have
gone to Stanford, but they thought, A C
professor of Scottish history at lllinois whom | had known when he taught
Englishhi st ory at Princeton, wonderful ma |
with the history department at Princet
They have this speciyadarmpragpaimt rhdrots. o

t n

t
[
not on the e n there and then goki teave. Dauyburthenk | u s t
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youdbd be interested?06 | said, dAaWell , n
|l wasnodt [interested]. Youdbve got to r
celebrity, a hollow celebrity, but a celebrity.

DePue: Is that how you viewed yourself at the time?

Davis: | guess so. When | looked at the deep, dark, soul of my life, | guess I felt that
way.

DePue: | guess in another kind of a career we
extent.

Davis: Sure, yes. Well

DePue: Did you see this movement to a school someplace as another way to break out
of that as well?

Dauvis: No, no. It was a great university, attractive, and | knew | would have to finish
thedissertation butvorry about that tomorrow.

DePue: Butmyimpresi on, once you went to Indiana L

a serious way, started writing the dissertation.

Davis: Hadnodét started the rst paragraph; th

fi
had not written anyt hdigongoverRersseasch;c h was
|l 6d written an outline that i mpressed
chairman, whowasammonsense guy, kept saying,
others in the department said, AHowOs
up me excuse and do nothing.
DePue: Webre just about at two hours. The 1 o0g
talk about your experiences at Indiana University, which would take quite a
bit longer.
Davis: Take about a half an hour at least, yeah.
DePue: Or decide that wedve done a good job o
to this point, and | etbs pick it up ne
Davis: Well, I could try t@
DePue: I dondt want to shorten that discussio
Davis: |l know that; Il knowvede haadt Butt wer ear el t

it. | can handle a half an hour.
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DePue: You already talked basically about how you got there. What was the teaching
load that you got starting out?

Davis: [It] was three courses. | taught two
sections of the introductomerican
history course. Those all had sections
so | was the supervisor of five graduat
student s. | 6d mee
loved that. | gave lectures; they were
popular. | loved working with these
young graduate students, kind of was |
their mentor. The | taught one
advanced course on the progressive |
era, and | loved that. | workesb hard
to produce that course, which is a lot @f -
effort. But | had them reading
interesting stuff. These were bright =
graduate student s@
professor at Indiga who taught the ™
progressive era. Cullom Davis, Associate Professor of History,

circa 1970.
In fact, | replaced the man who thought that American history ended in
1933. (DePue laughs) He really did. He was an-ezaltionary. He was a
distinguished Pulitzer Prize winner, but he was their expert in modern
American history that ended in 1933. They had a problem, and | was one of
three solutions. When he retired, they hired three people in the department to
teach modern American history.

DePue: When you first get to a P besastei oyro uldivkee
never taught these courses before perhaps in thabformat youb6r e spe
so much of your time developing these
time for working on the dissertation anyway.

Davis: Well, guess what? That was an actual decisEffectively, that was my
preference. I f | can keep tremendously
supposed to do, | 6m busy. Il wor ked my
and | got rave comment s. |l thought, Ma

dilemma. But | was fooling myself because [I] kept getting the question.

By the second year él was so popul ar
summer institute, sponsored by the Lilly Foundation, teaching high school
teachers how to learn more about American hisggat idea. | had these
students, and | did the same thing; | read every damn book there was on
American history, so | would be their authority on this stuff. And it paid
decent money, but it meant no summer off to work on my dissertation.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Our departmet chairman my second year was a different person, very

ni ce. He was an English historian; h
him deeply. He did calll me and say,
year. We are reachi ngtothdvetorpaBea nt whe
progress. o And he said, Als there s
AwWell , | feel I have writerods bl ock,
|l justéo He said, AWhy dondét | get vyo
of mine & the medical school in the psychology department at the medical

school in Indianapolis?06 | said, AWel

C

Oﬂ
3 ® 5@

€
a
u

So,l went to see this psychiatrist, a great guy. He began talking to me
about my life, everything, childhood, mother, father (laughs). Itayéswas a
wonderful experience for me to articulate things in my life, including my
wi fedslt awdsa, riin some ways, a | iberatin
word.

Finally, after three months of this, my department chairman asked, and
| saVied )] ,Aihereds smideKeeweuprwi bhHehe ps
but ask him some advice.o | asked hi m;
also to a man who is a | aboratory rese
worlds apart from psychiatry.

Was this psychiatrist a Freudian?

Psychologist, no. | mean, yes, the psychiatrist was a Freudian. This guy was

aéWhat 6s the guy that did the behavior
psychologist? He worked with rats in a lab? [B.F. Skinner]

| 60mi hking Mendel, but thatds not it.
No, it was anélt doesnd6t matter. | was
psychology (laughs). | made an appointment with this guy. He was in his lab
coat, Iliterally in his leab, and he did
He said, AAlright, answer me right
di ssertation?0 He was the first person
well yes. o0 He said, AAlright, o and he
many pages do yduavetowr i t e to write a dissertati
220. 0 hnAO0Okay, 220 pages How many pages
A Oh, heck, i n a single day, I can writ
AOkay. That means | i ke fakditttemaweeka we ek ?
Letds make it so that this bar is not
He made out a schedule. He said fAYo
But, youdre going to have to write me
sequentially by week, for enough money that it wowddalyeal loss to you to
have that money cashed and a relief to

Sunday, every week, you have to have a-puatked copy of the number of
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DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

pages youdbve sent. The first week itods
twelve pages, third week itoll be twelve
up sl owly. o0 And he said, AMake them ou

charities, the charities | believed in.

| sweated blood that first week, but | sat down Sunday afteraondn

wrote three pages, [the] first,| 6d don
the bluff had been called. | had a check for, | think, $100 that | could lose, and
we didndét have that much money. I made

The next week | thught, This is terrible. Sd called this psychologist

and | said AYou knowéo No, I met him b
know, the one problem I &dm having here
about these charities betgitlweretofal,ldonot
would be contributing to them. o6 He sai
plan. o0 He tore up ,filhowantc hyeawk st, 0o amrdi the
of sequential checks to the three most despised organizations you caof think
in the United States. o | wrote Ameri ca
others. There was a guy named Smithéan
that, and | finished the rough draft of the dissertation in three months, which
was a great relfdo the chairman, though it was a rough draft.

By the way, 106d told the psychol ogi
citations for this. |l candt, you knowé
that comes | ater. And nie dtohned tc rwaapn.to iAn

So,l finished in three months, which was amazing, but | did it. | have to credit
him, even though I really liked my psychiatrist and was still seeing him. (both
laugh). | had him to thank, though he could care less.

Youdicn 6t gi ve me the names for either ol
something you want to do?

|l dondt remember; | 6ve forgotten the p
psychologist was Zimmerman. | have the other name somewhere. Actually

they collaboreeddt hough they coul dndt have di sa
they collaborated on an article about me in the psychological literature.

If you wanted to try hard enough, under the name Zimmerman, you
could probably find t hbBhappentothaved e . Il wo
copy. l'tds just kind of an after not e,
about the success | had in doing this, although it did take me another six
months to footnote and-write and pass my exams. By that time, | was tired
oft hat subject; I was tired of the hoocg
saved my job at Indiana.

That s what they say when youbre picki
something that you really love.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:
Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

And | did, but I gottiredofitYou 6r e ri ght ; I did | ove i
Which is inevitable. Did you have any
very successful, cl| as s-busterstheteeacher ; yo
everybody | i kes what youodre dtontog, and
do? Did resentment come in?

Well, | moped about it. | (@raehnebt r esen
said there was no recourse for the German exam, and at Indiana, where there

was no recourse for the dbesnsvay eyt i on,
explicit to me. It would have been totally irrational for me to claim that | was

an exception in that sense. | may have dreamed that | would be, but | knew

ot her wi se. |l tds just that the bluff go
through it.

Again, these are a series of questions

but the move to Indiana University, was that something of a fresh start for you
and Marilyn?

Yes, in that we met some great friends at Indiana. We weyesweial, and

she was very social. We had had a second child, about a year after this affair
she had, another daughter, so we had two children. | was making a halfway
decent salary, and the department was great people. So, yes. It was a beautiful
city, much prettier than Champaigdrbana, beautiful countryside. We did

like southern Indiana.

As to our relationship, we had a sexual relationship, not a terribly
active one, and at one point, by 1968, which was four years after our move to
Indiana, she got pgen a n t éseverxsheygot pregnant, three years after and
had our third child, a son, in the middle of 1968.

But she alsoéNow she didndét talk ab
that she was having several affairs. | was not proud enough to call hek on it.
just accepted it, which is kind of pathetic. | was a real milquetoast. | just said,
AWell , this is my lot in |Iife.odo I 6m as
talked about those affairs, but we knew we had problems. A few years later,
when we werat Springfield, at her suggestion, we did a trial separation. The
minute that happened, | knew that this had been a terrible mistake, so | was
the one who then pushed hard for the divorce.

What year did you end up getting divorced?
Seventythree or four, seventfour, | think.
| dondt know if we identified the year

|l t 6s t he-fodral | of sixty
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

What was the nature of the relationship that you had at the time with Marilyn;
how much wa she aware of your seeking some clinical help with this
problem?

Oh, oh, totally, sure.
Was that something you were able to talk about?

Oh, vyeah. |1 told herél dédm not sure | to
and maybe Ididat . Now that | think about it,
the psychologist, though | shared ever
do know that she knew totally about that, and she was very supportive. |

mean, sheds a good friend.

By thetime you got to Indiana, was your relationship with Marilyn still an
excuse for not finishing the dissertation, not writing the dissertation?

I donot t hink so; I donot think so. N o
chairman t he steinkbmmedtiongctraubles with Mardyn; o t
| 6m sure | di dnoét . But I did talk abou

know, | got hives. Hives, or what is it around your waist, terrible itching and

red welts? It probably was a psychological reaction. lsvéshor something

el se? Well, | candét remember. But | wa
sleeplessness, stress because the jig was up; | was facing the hypocrisy, not
hypocrisy, the unreality of my situation.

When did you finish the dissertation?
| have to reconstruct this. You mean when was it approved?
Yeah.

Sixty-eight. It was approved in sixsight. In sixtyseven | was working to
refine it. | submitted it in sixigeven, and then they awarded it in sigight;
thatos i1t.

| V@ got to assume that the biggest hurdle was getting it down in draft form to
begin with, and after that the

Well, it took some effort. But yeah, that was just mechanical. You had to look
up footnotes and create footnotes.

Did you attend youPhD graduation?
No.

Why not?

43



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

By thattime, | was kind of alienated from [the University of] Illinois, for no
good reason. | justé [It was] my d
their fault thattlodi dndpawsi mg (¢
didndét feel it was a greatéand | s
t hough I 6ve been a | ittle generous
baggage, emotional baggage from there.

Besides not gointp the graduation, how did you feel about finally getting all
this behind you?

Oh, just relief. Then people said, Are you going turn your dissertation into a
book? By thattimgl was tired of the subject, ar
other reallygood books on regulation that were very sophisticated. | said,

ADone enough of this. o So, | didndét ha

| could have stayed at Indianabec&use di dnoét otheyl | you 1
asked me to be an associate dean in 1966, as well as teacaugthitltwo
courses, but | spent pdiine as an associate dean.

So,you were on a tenure track at Indiana?

| had been, yes. But they never reached thepdinh at 6 s -yedne seven
pointd where that was to be tested. | was told that, if dilkerk in

administration, | probably could continue teachingfait me, even i f |
publish a book. | had to finish the dissertation, but | was told that, with my
dissertation finished, | would probably be welcome to teach the survey

American historycourse because | was very good at it, and they always

needed people for that. That could have been a life for me because Indiana |

had liked a lot, though | grew restless there.

Was getting the dissertation done in sigtght?
Getting the dgree in sixtyeight, finishing it in sixtyseven.

Was that enough to satidlyefipublishor peri shdé requirement
the tenure track?

No, no. But it wasnbét coming up yet. I
one.So,i t | u same hpaldaddeen reappointed, and, of course, | had

this administrative appointment too. | had been reappointed for three years.

That woul dndét have happened if | hadnbo
dissertation.

What were some of the advages or the perks or the things you liked about
being at Indiana, versus your experiences at lllinois?

A genial department, a nationally recognized department, a beautiful setting,
very social friendd we got together a | ot. Thatoés
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DePue

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

| want to finish up your time at Indiana this way.
All right.

These are some interesting years of An
got the civil rights movement in the early sixties, and then by the time you get
aroundtothetimeyo6r e f i ni shing your dissertat
rights movement and the beginning of the ViethamdVar

Anti-war, exactly. All of them affected me. Do you want me to take up each
one?

Yeah, please.

| was affected by the civiights movement. | never marched on Selma. | had

a very good friend who did, and | al wa
kind of gesture. But | followed it carefully; | did contribute to several civil

rights causes financially, to the extent | colldas invited to participate in

helping shape a course on African American history at Indiana, and | was

delighted to. | had a graduate student working with me on it. We put together

visual materials for a very interesting course on African Americanrijisto

Call ed fiblack historyo at the time?
|l candt remember. |t probably was <call
Ameri can. I't may have had something |

because we specialized in certain things that seemer@sting. That was fun,
and it gave me a chance to specialize in that. For me, that was helping express
my support for the civil rights movement.

Were there any blacks on the faculty?

Yes. At the time | taught there, in history there waméy two. There were a

fair number of black students; | had a fair number of black students. | had a

few black graduate assistants helping teach classes. But it was by no means a
fully integrated campus. It was very s
sauthern, probably not as integrated as lllinois was in those days.

You say it was very southern or sudden?

Well, southern Indiana. | did get black students in my summer workshop for

teachers because a lot of them would come up from Missishipuing to get

a masterod6s degree. | hadéprobably a fo
were school teachers from the south who found Bloomington, Indiana an
approachable destination. But generally, Indiana was not in the vanguard of

civil rights commiment or enroliment or faculty.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

| probably should have asked this before | asked you about the civil rights
movement. Where were you at politically at the time?

Il 611 try to make it fast. | became a L
had taken courses at Princeton, which convinced me that the New Deal was a

great success, and most of my professors were Democrats. But | also thought

they were right. | really was studying this stuff., Savas leaning that way.

But in 1956, | was still a®rinceton. | voted for Eisenhower, but between then

and 1960, when 1 6d been to Punahou and
student, | became a Democrat, a Kennedy Democrat.

[John Fitzgerald] Kennedy visited Champaidrbana. We cheered

andgotexcitedand it | ed to some very interes
arguments with my parents, who by this time were pretty dedicated
Republicans. They coul dnét understand
so much to send to college (DePue laughs) could become acien{of

coursemy Wwi seacre response was, fAThe trol

(both laugh) To me that was a fat pitch.

We were civil about it, but we did disagree because also my mother
didndét | i ke Jackie KennedytvehShe al ways
El eanor Roosevelt, Adl ai Stle vde ndsnodnt 6 st as
that too seriously, but they were pretty fervent Republicans, as were my in
laws.

Where was academia at the time, in terms of what your own personal, political
views were, versus what you were teaching in the classroom?

| felt 1t was important for me to try
sure | wasnot . |l &m sure that some of n
betrayed a certain political prefecen But | really worked at it. | felt it was

my job, certainly not to indoctrinate, or even give a hint of my political

preferences, out of a fear that students would feel they were being

indoctrinated. | worked at that pretty seriously.

| was also not aeal activist, politically. Even though | supported the
civil rights movement with contributions and with teaching this course on
African Americanél dondt remember atte

Was the studentsd rights movement goin

Yes, it was, very much so. In fact, it led to my one real, professional crisis of
conscience. The students were so upset with the administration at Indiana, and

| thought rightly so. The students were so upset with the administration at

Indiana, and | theght their disappointment was weléserved. There was a

president of Indiana and some others who had taken those jobs, who were
really bad. They werendét educators. Th
education or campus life or anything.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

| sympatlized with the students, and | tailored my course demands, to

some extent, according to theireéel reme
the student movement that he felt he c
required. He sai d, 0@thanltesttolexpnessmy s o me o0
views?0 | said, ALook, itds got to be

Sa he did; he produced a portfolio of pretty good drawings that
encapsul ated some of the events in stu
job if you have to write, but it was a respectable effort. So, | was doing some
of that sort of adjustment.

The students called a strike on campus, against the administration. |
taught a big lecture course in a big lecture hall, and | was in a dilemma. Have
| told you this story?

Not on record, no. Before you do that, can | ask you what issues the students
were upset about?

|l dondt remember. It wasndét the war; i
sixty-seven, maybe sixigight. It could havel®en é | t wasndt the we
dondt remember. Youbre putting me onéo

dilemma was, do | cross the picketes? | wanted to support the students, but
| also felt | had a professional obligation, not that the university had

threatend t o fire us I f we didndot teach. T
mi xed reaction by the faculty. Some wo
being a | iberal arts wuniversity, most
line.

My decision was to type oupainstakingly, in a long marathon
weekend, all of my remaining lectures, each one sisgéeed, about four
pages, and then mimeograph them on the purple ink and leave them on the
tables in the |l ecture room. Sethe | wasn
things there, buteé

| told my grad assistants they didn
was in their conscience that they would honor the picket line, they could. |
felt, at least, that | was fulfilling my educational responsibilities of teaching
them because 16d told the students, 0Y
either in writing or speaking, on the

In retrospect, do you still feel that way?

I f eel pretty good about i taslighitbiter eb6s a
But it was my way of honoring two conflicting objectives. | took my
professional responsibilities pretty seriously, but my heart was important too.

By the time you get to sixtgeven/sixtyeight, the protests are increasingly
about Metnam.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:
DePue

Davis:

DePue:

Right. Yes. As | say, | may have been mistaken. Maybe this was an anti
Vietnam protest, because if it was sbkeight and Kent State and [Robert]
Kennedy, it could haveéNo, Kent State

In 1970.

Kennedyds ngs Baoddii readtsi,o and t kheghtwthol e c:
could have been that, but | dondot r eme
much as a few of my colleagues. My best friend on the faculty in history was

really active intheantivar mo v e meknotv that he trdveledo t

anywhere, but he was active; he signed letters and so forth.

| was confused. | thought | was patriotic, but | was deeply troubled by
the | osses. |l was really confused. | f
escalation, Imighthve voted yes. I candt r emembe

Were any of your colleagues conducting teanshor things like that?

Yes. | guesséThat 6s -iniOfcourspthereyerda i end d
lot of them at Michigan, but there veea few in Indiana. He didJim, my

friendd gaveteach ns, a few. | didnét. And | di
Vietnam unt il I moved to Springfield;

on that. | taught ROTC students. | told you, | taught American hisbory t

ROTC student s. I dondt think | taught

beginnings of it because it wias

In the preinterview you mentioned that you also taught military history at the
time.

|l 6m sorry; didndét | say that just now?
You said American history.

Oh, I 6 m s o miitgry hisfory.d rauglat that for the ROTC

Department. They had agreed with the university that their American military

history course would be taught by a member of the history departmeah whi

was a major concession. Whether it was smart or not is for them to decide. |
taught it honestly and honorabl y. [
of ficerds cour se.

| taught more the social history of warfare and some of the
complications and contversies of warfare, but | also taught battles. | had
them read a couple of really interest.i
that 6s wel | respected on the American
out the complexities. | taught that coursthihk, three times.

| wanted to drill in a little bit closer to 1968 because it was such a traumatic
year. It starts with the Tet Offensive.
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Davis: Right.

DePue: And then youdve got Martin Luther King
April?

Davis: Yes.

DePue: And then July, you already mentioned E

Davis: Or June, June, | think.

DePue: It was right after the California primary.

Dauvis: Yes, right.

DePue: Do you have any particular memories about that year?

Davis: Well yes, because it also is a special memory for me. | had a ¢hancel

accepted & to take a free, threeeek, educational tour of Europe. The
university had bought this seat on a group of educators, and the person who
was supposed toingtedmetmgol dndét, so they

My visits were to England, where we would spend time at Cambridge,
talking with professors; in Berlin, where we would talk to the officials of the
University of East Berlin; and Moscow. Excuse me, we were in Berlin, but the
other officid places were Prague, Czechoslovakthat was the famous
spring of 1968 in Czechoslovakisand Moscow, where we met with people
at the University of Moscow. But we were in Berlin for a few days.

DePue: East Berlin?
Davis: East Berlin, you bet. We were ediars, and we were harangued by a few of
the professors, the communist professo

most tension for our group of thirty people in East Berlin. Moscow, sure they
kept an eye on us, but we could argue freely and did. Pragoeyisie, it was
inspiring but also pathetic because some of the people who spoke to us were

|l ater, 1 6m sure, put in prison.

DePue: That happened later in the year?

Dauvis: That happened in August that they were
anewDubragn?[ Al exander Dubcek] I forget the
something like that. Students and faculty were just overjoyed at the liberation
of Prague, and of cour se, itdéds a beaut

That was a great trip. But while it happened, we got the news of
Jhnsondés decision to quit and of the p
we got back before Kingbs assassinatio
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

Especially in a place like Berinl woul d assume youdre in
then you go to East Berlincan you share anignpressions about that?

You know, | 6m not sure we were because
Berlin, where we visited the famous palace where Truman met with Stalin,
Potsdamwhich is a famous royal palace. | think we landed, ndeatpelhof
[Airport,but we | anded in East Germany,; | O0r
Germany and didnét get to West Germany

I 61 | put you on the spot here then. Yo
observing firsthand, in terms of the successes versus the faifures
Communism, of Socialism.

Right.

And yet webve got this war in Vietnam
issue.

Yes, thoughéYes, right That 6s right.
was it, theéWhatods the metaphor?

The domino?

Thank you, the domino effect. | had never been a Communist. | had never
supported Communism. | have felt some socialist ideas were pretty good, but

|l 6ve never voted Socialist. | 6d say | 6
progressie, certainly not an activist. That
i ssues. I wanvarpidtestoaimVietmam, kit | evas traubled by

the war and then angry by things that happened.

How lively a campus did Indiana University becomssixty-eight, sixtynine
and seventy, especially?

Yeah, there were marches and meetings,
remember.

How would you characterize the campus
University of Wisconsin which v

Very liberal.
Very liberal. Indiana is traditionally a more conservative state.

The state is conservative, but the campus is certainly more liberal than lllinois,
chiefly because it has a law school and a very large arts and hiesani
department. Neg[ agr i cul ture] school , no busin
Theagand business schools tend to be mor
also a little conservative, and they had an education school.

50



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

But Indiana, because of the ilketual makeup of the departments,
tended to be a little more liberal. Their previous president, who had just put
Indiana on the map, was a master at playing the state legislature very
effectively in supporting the Kinsey Institdtevhich you can imagineow a
lot of Hoosiers felt (DePue laugldsand then hiring a bunch of Russian
historians because Indiana had the largest Russian history faculty in the
country at that time (laugh$).

DePue: Why Indiana?

Davis: Because the president of the university wde @bget Ford Foundation
money to hire these people and then keep them on because he was convinced
that these filled a major need and that Indiana University could become
internationally celebrated as a center of East European studies. The legislators
conpl ai ned, so what he did, he cal med t
we need more American historians. o | w
American historians (both laugh).

Sa this man, Herman Welles, was an absolute genius as a president, a
beloved man. Through most of my years there he was not president. He had
already retired, but he came back one year as acting president, a great man,
and he built a great university.

DePue: The one event in 1968 that «Lktorhiavenot t
the [National] Democratic Convention in Chicago.

Davis: Yes, yes. | was deeply troubled by that. | thought Daley was a bigot. |
supported theéthe senator from Minneso
grief!

DePue: Mondale?

Davis: No, no, before Monale?

DePue: McGovern?

Davis: No, no, Minnesota.

DePue: Muskie?

Davis: No, he was from MaineéHumphrey!

°The Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex, Gender, and Reprodietten shortened tdhe Kinsey Institute

was a nonprofit research institute at Indiana University until 2016, Wineerged with Indiana University. The
instituteds mission is "to advance sexual health and
information services, and the collection and preservation of library, art, and archival materials are main

activities carried out by The Kinsey Institute. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinsey _Institute)
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DePue: [ Hubert] Humphrey, oh, yeah. | 6m sorry

Dauvis: Well, no. | should know. | had flirted with Bobby Kennedy, and then I flirted
wit hét he -waaopppmentmsixtgi ght él sndét this ter
Eugene McCarthy?]

DePue: Well | know McGovern won the nomination in sevetwo, but was he on the
scene in sixtyeight?

Davis: No.

DePue: | should remember that too.

Davis: He was the firstmantvo st ood wup i n the senate anc
name, but it doesndét matter. I flirted

supporting Bobby; of course, Bobby was gone. | eventually accepted
Humphrey as my choice of a nominee because | despised Niy@w to
dislike Johnson, though | kind of pitied him. He had built a domestic record
and like some presidents, like Wilson, became ruined by his international
record. Now, did | get to your question?

DePue: Yeah, absolutely. N ot your lifevat india@a been t al K
University, |l 6d |I'i ke to hold off unti/l

Dauvis: Yes, Il think thatodos the [ ogioml thing
quickly.

DePue: Any other final reflections of your years at Indiana?

Davis: Well, they were eventful years, got me back on track professionally. The

marriage seemed okay. | loved teaching. My progressive, democratic politics
were there but not as an activist. And the university was a great place.

DePue: That 6s aogbbobdi swhyf or today. Thank you
fun.
Davis: It has been.

(end of transcript #1)
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Interview with Cullom Davis

Interview # HSA-L-2011-037
Interview # 2: September 19, 2011
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other ncicommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.

AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the

materials are not to be deosited in other repositories, nor used for resale or

commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.

Telephone (217) 785955

Note tothe Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is

a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historica¢soline

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Monday, September 19, 2011. My name is Mark DePue, @ict
Or al Hi story at the Abraham Lincoln
library this afternoon with Cullom Davis. Good afternoon.

Dauvis: Good afternoon, Mark.

DePue: This is our second session; the first one was fun.

Dauvis: Um-hmm.

DePue: We leaned quite a bit. | really appreciate your candor as we went through that
one. Now we get into some of the meat of your career, not that the first part
wasnot . Here | am, an or al historian
now | get to interview thenaster on oral history. (Davis laughs)

Davis: Well, you are a master, no doubt about it.

DePue: | wasndt necessarily fishing for a

them, | guess. (Davis laughs) What | wanted to do is to finish off the last
sessionWe had you at Indiana University, right?

Davis: Right.

DePue: | wanted to ask you, what was it at that point in your life that led you to look
for something new, a new place to work?
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Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Well, I had a good situation and a good department. | hadramsstrative

job, which | found rewarding, by and large, loved the beautiful home we had,
children. Everything was good, except that | became a little restless with what
| perceived to be the lack of attention in the higher echelons of Indiana
Universityfor the importance of undergraduate education. | had become really
interested in that and in various ways tried to modernize courses, teaching,
and introduce new ideas. | was able to do that, but | never could get university
support, if there was a budgsdtached. That was a little frustrating. Then the
student strike that | mentioned occurred. There was a lot of unrest anyway.

|l woul dndédt say that | wasél wasnot
colleague who was a colonial historian, American colonial hiétdrked
him,nicegup speak to me. He said, AYou know

been named president of a new university out in lllinois. He asked if | knew
anyone who might be ripe for a senior
name?0 | saird, onWell,

That led to my getting a lonadistance phone call, in the fall of 1969,
probably early November, from Robert Spencer, who was the new president
of Sangamon State UniversityWe chatted foa while | found him to be a
charming conversationalidtle spoke some of his educational ideals a little bit
over the phone, but he said he would like me to visit so | could get to know
him and some others on the staff and get to know Springfield better. Well, of
course, | grew up in Peoria. | knew Springfiblat not well.

How long had Sangamon State University been in existence at that time?
It was, | think, chartered by the state the previous summer, | think.
Yeah, it was sixtynine.

Yeah. 't was very youasthefirshemploybeethewa s ma
there were a few others they had to have right away, like a director of

personnel and so forth. There were probably four employees, and they

inhabited the tenth floor of the Myers Department Store building, part of the

tenth floor.!

Did the idea of starting from the ground up in a braed university excite
you or intimidate you or both?

10 sangamon State University was established in 1969 by the Illinois General Assembly and became a part of
the Universityof lllinois system in 1995. The Universiof Illinois, Springfield [UIS] is part of the American
Association ofStateColleges andJniversitiesand the American Council on Education.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_lllinois_at_Springfield)

11 Myers Brothers Department Store, which oge in Springfield, Illinois in 1886 added outlets throughout
central lllinois. It regularly won national merchandising and advertising awaitus store, then located a
ten-storybuilding at 3" and Washington Streets, on the northwest corner ofdivatwn square, was sold in

1976. (https://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=1631)
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

It did; it really did. | had become something of an educational innovator; at
least | fancied myself as one. | was struck witntiation ofrefreshing

education. The idea of building something from the ground up was extremely
pleasing to me, and | really like Robert Spenser. He was a visionary; | could
see that right away.

You mentioned a couple of times that you had newsdthat you were an
innovator. Do you remember any of the specific things?

Sure, sure. | had introduced a film series in my Survey American History
course, films that | thought werenodt d
documented certain periodsAmerican .

hi story. Thereds a
Bogatrt film calledThe Roaring Twentigs
which simply mimics all of the clichés
about what the twenties were like.

lumphr ey

There was an autobiography of
the ambassador to the Soviet Union in |
t he 19 30 6wes, ahbut Bie p h
mission to Moscow. That was the name -
of the film [Mission toMoscow 1943], )

which became a great propaganda film 2 _J"’—.f ;
for our alliance with the Soviet Union in E@ﬁ
: 3\

the 194006s (1l aughs e c ame
Exhibit A in the anticommunist witch

huntsofHb | ywood i n t h euombdishéNiéhis Avinere Toigo
(laughs). 1tds h adﬁligoiasucitrcgl@;;”tia rPeld til i f e.

| showed some of these just because | thought they creatively reflected
certain myths about American history.
to rent the films, so | had to sell little &thuses to cover the cost of renting
the films. Thatdés frustrating. This wa
was a couple hundred bucks a semester to rent films. That that bugged me.

Another idea | had that did have, not institutional supportNREA,
National Defense Education Act, support, was dealing with African American
history. | was able to work with a graduate student in history to develop a
course in African American history, based in particular on the shallow,
scientific premises of thiate nineteenth century about racial differences, like
the size of the brain.

Some of the eugenics studies?

Exactly, eugenics and brain size, brain capacity. | looked through a lot of old,
old treatises, science treatises, with picturessanfdrth. He and | put
together, | think, a pretty interesting program about this. It seems silly now
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that | would make a big deal about how phony all that was. It was phony, but

now we take that for granted, that it was phony. | felt | was kind of odlgas e

on that. We developed that and introdu
thing | was doing.

|l guess | had a restless mind. | 6d
what 6s wrong in American higher educat
Robert Spencestruck me as a man | would enjoy associating with.

DePue: You raised the issue, so what did you think was wrong with the way Princeton
and the University of lllinois and Indiana University (Davis laughs) were
doing in higher education?

Davis: They were higarchical, whereas | had developed, in my innocence, notions
that a university should kecommunity of peers, rather than a hierarchy. To
an army guy this sounds like a pretty amusing point of view. | had felt that we
were peers, and yet we had deansedidents who treated us like the help.

DePue: On a rare divergence from what | should be doing, as an old army guy, | was
always amused by the hierarchy of higher education.

Davis: Oh, yes, of course! Yeah, absolutely! That was one thing. | thoughs it wa
kind of mossbound in its receptivity to new ideas and courses and subject
matter. | thought that we ovepecialized, that | was the department specialist
on the 1920s in the United States. | love that; | was an expert in it, but |
thought there were bér things that interest me, so specialization, [also] the
star system, which [Bob] Spencer talked about, where the big shots in the
department would be the ones who had published the most books. They could
be terribl e t eacheslengas]theyvieredetebratedr eal | vy
authors. Those were among my beefs.

| accepted his invitation to visit, which | did in December of 1979.
DePue: Sixty-nine.

Davis: Sixty-nine, excuse me. | took my older daughter over. She missed a
few days of school, but was her birthday. | remember taking her to a
birthday dinner here. Then | was busy during the day, interviewing, meeting
Bob Spencer and one or two other people in the Myers Building.

Then | got a tour of the road around Lake Springfield by a citiZzem w
had agreed to kind of be a volunteer, helping the university introduce new
faculty, or perspective faculty, to the community. She took me to lunch, and
we drove around the lake, and that was it. It was adayevisit.

was offered a job before | leth be assistant viepresident of the
rsity. They-pdiedsn &dte netv eyre th a vBeo ba Swi

|
i ve
ink he dared ask me to be a dean bec
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

t hought, Well él
president was f
about $16,000 a year.

6d be on t haatvigel anni ng s
ine. The salary was dou

That was the salary here?

Yes, yes. My biggest misgiving about taking the job was coming back to my
home state of lllinois. Not that bld any objections to it, but | had, to some
extent, consciously escaped from the background I had of growing up in
Peoria, lllinois, in a somewhat privileged way, where a lot of my friends now
were in the country clubs and worked for Caterpillar, and layagor college
teacher. | was a little uneasy about returning to that whole environment.

It wasndét anything against my paren
But it seemed like | was going home, which had an unpleasant touch to me. It
was silly, butthat was my one objection.

What did the title assistant vice president mean?

Anything and everything. We had everything t@dwoom the beginning,

because we were innovatve oul dndét accept anything
blueprint for what we didWe were imagining the ideal higher education. Bob

Spencer had it in his mind. He put it to some degree in writing.

We had to write a college catalog; we had to hire people to teach
courses; we had to develop some sense of what we wanted of teachese beca
teaching was to be the fundamental, mo
career. We had just immense tasks. We to help design buildings or sit in on
architectural meetings about these temporary buildings out there and the
permanent library that wae be built.

| found myself visiting other campuses, interviewing every day. There
would be candidates here who would be visiting. We were going to fill fifty
teaching positions that first year. We had six months to go when | joined them
in January of seenty. Every day there were several candidates here, whom we
had to interview and entertain. It was everything and anything.

Was there an assumption up front that one of your duties would eventually be
a teacher in the history department?

Yes, in fact, | asked that | would also be associate professor of history,

because | had served six years as an assistant professor. There was no tenure

here; | would have to earn tenure all over again. But | thought, and he agreed,

that that was an approapte title, not that that would have saved me. If | had
malperformedn my first few years at the university, Bob Spencer probably

could have said, ATake a walk, 0 becaus
teaching an occasional course.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

| f y o u dorse&rt agboandrewy university with a totally nedvand maybe
this is the wrong word, bétrevolutionary concept of higher education,
woul dndét the whole concept of tenure b

Absolutely, absolutely. And Bob Spencerfelh at way . He sai d,
have to think through whether we want
bad about i1it; how we might tinker with
year contracts or something, after a period of probation. But therestveing

societal and institutional pressures to do something a little more conventional.

And that wasnodét settled for several ye
was up for grabs.

Where did you find the quality of professors and instructors you waatel
what did it take to entice them to come to this braed university in the
middle of nowhere?

We ran an ad, full page ad, in a hi
newsprint, tabl oiTle Cbrongle of Miher Educati@ t ¢
This was aMagazine of Progressive Educationsomething like that

[Journal of Progressive EducatiprAnyway, it was aimed at people like us.

In it, Bob Spencer had written this wonderfully concise expression of our
callingd which he had also putingh f or m of somet hing kno
me mo 0 at tdiewhicmhe sael that this will be a university of no
specialization, of 1interécourses taugh

g he
al |

Interdisciplinary?

Thank you, interdisciplinaryeah (laughs). It would also be an education
thatos | i beral arts at its core, absol
of educationwouldbeaddlns, maybe at the master os
be a university that had a governance systemhiotwevery group, like

faculty, students, staff, would be of equal magnitude and also an equal number

of citizens in the community in the internal governance of the campus.

Now, of course, there was a governing board that would make the big
decisions. Thiawas appointed by the governor of the state. But, Bob was
talking here about how, on campus, like a campus senate, we would have an
assembly. It would consist of equal number of faculty members, students,
staff, administrators, and towapeople. That praed to be amusing. (laughs)

He also felt strongly that all students should not only get a lot of book
education, but they should have some sort of experiential term, an internship,
applied studies, something at an employer or at an institution somevdrere, f
a semester or | ess or a quarter, whate
requiredéThis was to be required of al

You talk about the relationship betwee
university and the commumnigvgrymuthhi s con
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

oriented around lllinois State government and politics (Davis laughs). Was
that part of the equation early on?

|l 6m not sure that it was. Thatds a goo
junkies who lived here and worked for thtate. We did hire staff people, no

faculty, but we did hire staff people who were part of that bureaucracy. But
thenewc omer s were new toél 6d grown up in
particularly tied up in Illinois government.

The only thing Bob Spencer ev&aid was that he was constantly
under pressure to hire people named by
friendéd or even theydd say themsel ves
Al 6ve al ways wanted to teacdféndoff( | aughs
these people, or theredd be a carpente
seek for a political appointment. Bob resisted that, but every time he resisted
it, of course, he made enemies.

He also knew that it would be very difficult to feoff those big shots
who would want to name our buildings for some distinguished public

statesman. (laughs) He made the crack
buil dings at a time because wedll have
one named forarepubi can. 6 We never got that, bu

saying, AWedbve got to do that. o We fir
letters A, B, C, D and E, holding off as much as possible against that sort of
thing.

One thing t hat 6abountbignevgimsiitutian isthe polttitka n g e
behind it.

Absolutely not. We were viewed as an odd creature, tiny small; we were

placed within something called the board of regents, which had the much

more venerable institutions of lllinois State Unisiey, which had been a
teachersdé college for years but was gr
University, which had also been a teac
prodigiously because of its location in the outer suburbs. They were

prospering anaggressive young institutions on the make. And here was little
Sangamon State. We were hopelessly outnumbered, so anything that Bob

Spencer tried to do, or his faculty tried to do, met resistance.

Bob wanted a public radio station, and they thought, W/lsat a

uni ver si ty é Whwacbllége nead with aaradid station? He said,
APublic radio is an important institut
floor. o Finally, he got it but it was

Oh, what is another example? The curriculum, whiels extremely
innovative, got the scrutiny of the staff of the board of regents, who tended to
be educational bureaucrats. They measured credit hours and so forth, but they
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didndét éWhen you had a course called, 0
AWhatardenent is that?0 (both [ augh) An
di dndt understand the value of interdi

departmentally oriented. Everything we did ran up against an innate resistance

on the part of the bureaucracy in the fgbaf regents and then the regents
themselves, who were generally politically appointed to the board.

DePue: | know that Dr. Spencer came from the University of Rhode Island. | wanted
to run through some of the things that were going on in the 1960sheith t
young people in the United States, just to kind of throw it out there and ask
you how much all of this turmoil that the youth were going through animated
the creation of Sangamon State?

Youdbve got Tom Hayden, SDS [ Student

ard the Port Huron statement, which goes all the way back to 1962; it goes

that far back?** Youbéve got the civil rights

Berkeley in 1964°

Davis: Freespeech movemenit.

DePue: Thefrees peech movement. Youdagenemgtorigag hi s

that was growing; youbve ot hippies,

Davis: Yes. Students for a Democratic Society, which was a political groupyanti
DePue: Anti-war.

Davis: The beginning of womends rights'  al
campuses, the general sullen feeling toward the administration of those
universities because they doytayed education. There were huge courses,

lecture classes; you never met a professor; you were a number, not a name.

Those were among the ills thghtéhcer was trying to address, and they
were pretty commonplace. | felt the same way. | read some of the books;

theydre distant to me now. There were

12 Thomas Emmet Hayden was an American social and political activist, author and politician. Hayden was
best known for his major role as an antr, civil rights, and radicahtellectual activist in the 1960s, authoring
the Port Huron Statement. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Hayden)

13 Students for a Democratic Soci€8DS) was a nationatudentactivist organization in the United States that
was one of the main represations of the New Left. Founded in 1960, the organization developed and
expanded rapidly in the mitio60s before dissolving at its last convention in 1969.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Students_for_a_Democratic_Society)

¥ ThePort Huron Statemeig a 1962 political manifesto of the North American student activist movement
Students for a Democratic Societlittps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Huron_Statement

S TheFree Speech Moveme(#SM) was a massive, lorligsting student protest, which took plaegidg the
1964 65 academic year on the campus of the University of California, Berkley.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Speech_Movement
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

public secondary education was. There was just a lot of literaturé ladou
we needed to revolutionize education.

You mentioned one of the things, and thisévds used t heé word fAh
emphasis on education, versus publication and research. What were some of

the other innovative things that were being thought about wbefirst were

organizing the university?

Okay. Interdisciplinary courses and even interdisciplinary professors, people
who really had a foot in two different fields. A lot of people claimed they did,
but, of course, it rarely was the case. We wdriaculty who thought of
themselves, not only as teachers but also [as] citizens of the community. We
di dnda fvtaow nwarfare in Bpingfield, the way it was in Urbana
and Berkeley and other college towns.

Was there some expectation thaiversity faculty and staff would join civic
groups, get involved in the town?

Sure, sure, be involved, be good neighbors, sure. How much of that occurred,

|l dondt know. | did; some of my friend
quickly notorioudigures in Springfield because they were so unconventional

that their behavior and their protests and all met real resistance. President
Spencer said that he used to go to the

Cook Street?

Cook 't o pi sdnal mgil Hbaaways met the same postal clerk
there whoéprobably a nice enough guy,
beatnikst®*He sai d, fAWell, Dr. Spencer, what
educating today?06 (|l aughs)facEwitht was al
reality, the postal clerk.

The name you heard a few years ago was Ward Chutchill.
Yes.

Ward Churchill had a connection with Sangamon State.

A beatnik wasa person who participated in a social movement of the 1950s and early 1960s that stressed
artistic ®lf-expression and the rejection of the mores of conventional society broadly, usually young and artistic
person who rejects the mores of conventional societipg://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/beatnik
7 \ward LeRoy Churchills an author and pitical activist who was a professor of ethnic studies at the
University of Colorado Boulder from 1990 until 2007. The primary focus of his work is on the historical
treatment of political dissenters and Native Americans by the United States governmemrk-fsatures
controversial and provocative views, written in a direct, often confrontational style.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ward_Churchill)
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

He went to Sangamon St ate. I dondt ren
game with my memory. | probably did meet him; we were small enough. He

was a student here; thatodés true, and nh
of an academic stature, as an expert in Native American history. But yes;
youdre rightmalher wals édondtoutbhienk he wa
here, to my knowledge.

We had other troublemakers. One colleague would protest in an Uncle
Sam costume. He was a very tall guy, and he had an Uncle Sam costume. He
would walk out in a busy street, like WabasheAue, and have a weapon, a
fake weapon, as if he were a soldier. He was protesting the war or something
like that. He got in trouble with the school.

How would you characterize the politics of Springfield as a community at the
time?

Very corservative, very conservative, very traditional. The parties were fairly
evenly split, more than they are today in our county. There was a healthy
democratic party, a healthy republican party. But both parties were very
moderate or even conservative in thmliefs, so that bringing African

Americans to Springfield to teach at the university was a very delicate subject.

Bob Spencer, to his credit, initiated conversations with the board of
realtors saying, fALook, thiw tchietrye diss ¢
redl i ning now, in the way peopl-e are ho
educated, middkncome, African American® We support them, and we
expect that they are treated fair]l
initiatives to softenanysni ghbor hood resistance t
t hat worked | donét know, but a go
colleagues at the university found housing pretty well where they wanted it
and could afford it. So, | give our president credit for that mhad the
foresight.

y
h
0

|l would think one of the challenges ea
for good, bright, young faculty members, especially so for emerging, African
American and female stars of academia.

Sure, sure.
Wasthat tough, to land those stars?

Sure, sure. Well, in 1970 it wasnot th
PhDs or prePhDs or junior professors who, like me, maybe were even more

¥Redliningis a discriminatory practice ireal estate and mortgage bankitypically involving lendershat
refuse to lend money or extend credit to borrowers in certain areas of town or when realtors won't show
properties to certain types of people in certain neighborholettiss {/www.thebalance.com/definitiaf-
redlining1798618

62



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

fed up with their institutions. So actually, there was a niddegpeople who
were frustrated with American higher education. We recruited some very,
very capable colleagues and also some scam operators, frankly.

But, you see, we werenot the only i
There was one out in the state of \WMagton called Evergreen State. There
was one in Wisconsin at Green Bay, | guess it was, University of Wisconsin,

Green Bay, maybe el sewhere. I n Massach
What os it called? Anyway, there were f
DePue: | think there was another one in Florida, as well.
Dauvis: Yes, West Florida, | think, University of West Florida. We had compatriots in

a way. We visited several of those campuses, and they visited ours.

Then there were a number also of new upper division uniMssi
because that és whdabythewtate wreated bydhe stdtela® o u t
juniors, seniors and graduate students @rdy the grounds that lllinois had
already invested heavily and successfully in community colleges and that we
could take peopleho had graduated from community colleges into our
institutions. It turned out to be a mistaken presumption, but we were, for the
first twentyfive years of our history, strictly upper divisiéhBut there were
some other ones, in Minnesota, Texas thatvaéso trying that.

DePue: You said that it turned out to be a mistake later on. Was it difficult to find that
audience of students who were ready to step in at the junior level in a different
kind of institution?

Davis: Two things, one, it was hard to aonce community college graduates to
come to a raw place that had no recreation center, no football team, no
fraternities or sororities, against the larger existing campisek.the big
universities, for years, had snubbed their noses at the commulietyeso
because they could get their students as freshmen.

But there was a serious erosion of freshman enrollment at universities
in the late sixties and early seventies, and suddenly the U of | and all the other
four-year universities were welcoming trésstudents from community
colleges. That was real competition. Who would go to Sangamon State if they
could go to the U of I in Urbana?

DePue: What was going on demographically that there was a decline, other than the
Vietnam War maybe?

19 An upper divisiorncollege is a type of educational institution that traces its roots to educational ideas put
forward in the late 19th and early 20th centuhytps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_division_collége
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Let 6shseee, was aél forget the exact pocg
war there was a huge increase, and that would befieetySo, people could
beéYoudd think’

A

l dm right in the middle of the baby bo
frame.

A

Thatos right. But they had also over Db
found very early that what we had been told would be our natural market was

not . Maybe community coll ege students
hoops to do one and thgo through hoops another two years at a different

place. There was no magic in the upper division school idea. Structurally, it

di dndt make a | ot of sense.

With Lincoln Land Community College only half a mile away

It was a natural. And there was cooperation and transfer. Unfortunately, the
two presidents were totally, diametrically opposite in their values and
intellects. The successful president at Lincoln Land was himself a product of
the state educatisystems. He was very conventional in his thinking.

Who was that?

His name was Robert Poorman. He was very successful as president, but he

was extremely Il imited in his imaginat:.
guy, who went to the Univetg of Chicago and got his PhD, was educated by

some of the great minds at Chicago, and he came here with all these brand

new ideas. They just never got along.
once. So, there was no real cooperation, other thaloaiea level between

the two campuses.

| wanted to read some statements that | think were probably in the initial
catalog that you folks put out to entice students to come to this innovative new
school.

Okay. All right (laughs).

Herpegbst some bl urbs. Il 6d |Ii ke to get 'y
an accurate reflection.

Okay.

That this would be a fAitruly pioneering
to sound thinking and anlyangdsudentsto Anot h
guestion the learning process and to experiment, testing new and old

techniques of teaching and to encourage independent study whenever

feasi bl eé
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Um-hmm.

éto emphasize | iberal | earning. o

Um-hmm.

Thisisond f ound very interesting, AThe Un
the University community investigate the social, technological, environmental

and moral questions of our time.o ( Da

people to challenge.

Yes, queson, explore and challenge. That sounds like a radical school,
doesndét i t? Now | iberal |l earning shoul
means opeminded. But still it has that connotation.

Well, the other connotation would be the clasibieral arts approach.
Yes, right, exactly, exactly.
And that would be accurate?

Those are all readily apparent qualities that we were trying to instill. So, the
author of that catalog was capturing the essence of what we naivelyg, mayb
sought to accomplish.

What kind of student body, then, were the founding fathers, to use that
phrase? What kind of students were you looking for?

Well we, of course, hoped that these would be students who shared our vision,

who wanted tde intellectually liberatedl not politically liberated,

intellectually liberated t hat t hey woul d enjoy a c¢l as
a lecture but rather a conversation and who would want to explore ideas in the
library on their own, without being requiréal do this or that and who would

be themselves comfortable with novelty.

Well, we didndét get t hat -aadlarge | | (1 a
there was a buttip demand within Sangamon County for students to get a
college or graduate education. Theeyne. What they wanted was a better job
or a union card. Or a lot of women, in marriages, were seeking to finish a
coll ege education that they never fini
lives when they left college.

So, our st ugwanttose liberated @Gatghs), enast of
them. There were exceptions, | guess, like Ward Churchill. He liked being
liberated. But most of them were very conventional. | had students who had
grown up on farms, still lived on a farm with their parents intvd@sgamon
County, had never been to Chicago. They just needed a meal ticket or a union
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card, and the notion of sitting in a class without taking notes from a lecture
was unthinkable to them.

DePue: Was that something of a mistake or maybe a misundemstgrwhen this
group of people first founded this but also made it a commuter college.

Davis: Right.
DePue: But i f youdbre a commuter college, youbo
Davis: Youdbve seized on the dil emmhalocaler f ect| vy

market. We would hope the market would expand geographically as we
became better known. But our market, and it was a very healthy market, did
not consist of the kind of ideal student we had envisioned. That was a mistake,
and there were some dients who were turned off by that.

Most of them found some compensation in that this faculty at least
seems to want to help you learn. | mean, they were available, even though
they were trying to make you think on your own feet. But | think it was a
salutary effect because this was our reality check. For me it was. | wanted to
liberate students, but when | found the students had no particular interest in
liberation, and they wanted instructions and lectures and assignments, |
adjusted to that, bgndlarge though I still would push; I insisted always on a
lot of class discussion. So,dandlarge, | think we were the beneficiaries of
the conventional aspirations of our local market.

DePue: Let6s talk about your personal experie

Davis Sure.

DePue: What classes were you teaching?

Dauvis: First year, beginning in August of 1970, | was very busy. We were already
recruiting a wholeédoubling the facul't

other things. | was, in effegtbecause we now had && president, but he

kind of sat in his officd | was, in effect, like the dean of the college. | was on
the front line that first year, dealing with all kinds of issues that fifty faculty
members had or students had and meetings of the departments Sod lall
was the de facto dean.

That was something that President Spencer supported and my vice
president supported, so | was very busy. But | insisted on teaching a class. It
had to be a cooperative teaching because | knew there were times | would
have tobe out of town. So, | got a guy who taught mathematics and was
AsianAmerican, and we offered a course on Vietnam.

DePue: A math teacher.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

A math teacher [who] was Asian but
this, and | had read some of the ksgocritical books, about Vietham.

Wel | , I hate to beé

Go ahead.

Letébés put it this way, Asiads a bi
| know. He was Chinese. Youdre abs

Vietnam War, more than jusasual, but he was not Viethamese or Laotian or
Thai.

had
g pl
ol ut

Did he have a Chinese perspective on it? Were the Viethamese anxious to get

rid of the Chinese overlord even more than they were the French?

That s what |
teacher. | ju
absolutely ri
was al l on th
course on Viet
operated.

und e reswaaante guyl, kind af a ghy
t dondét remember. Bu
h I't shows you how
We need a cl as
Who can teach

= B 1}

Well, mind you, this is 1970, severtyn e, i sndét it ?
Yes.

l'tds right in the middle of the wa
course.

reme

t

it

fi h a

S .

0

it ?0

r

( b

twasmal er at el y popul ar. But againéThere

say, some of them afraid theyoll b
only course | taught, though | think in the spring | taught an oral history class,
because that fall | went to an ohastory association convention in California.

e

The group was about four years ol d.

nice things about that first year was that we had money to support new ideas
in classes, and an oral history class was anewidea. It was vergu

courantin history to be interviewing people. So, | got money to go to
California and attend this convention. That was a very important event in my
professional lifepbviously That spring | taught
pretty certain. It might have been the following fall, but I think it was that

spring.

What are some of the other innovative things, in terms of the style of learning
that the university adopted early on?
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Well, there was confrontation (laugha)lot of confrontation between the

faculty and the administration. Wheneyv
university assembly, with some city dwellers present or of departmental
meetings, there would be complaints an

promsed this. o and AYou didndt promi se
and reality that first semester.

Spencer was feeling reality. He had a board that was dead set against a
lot of things he wanted to do. He had to keep them happy, try to keep the local
legislators off his back, and he had a rambunctious faculty who felt they had a
right, publicly, to say anythird and they dié they wanted. This was
confrontation and a lot of shouting.

That was part of the charter (laughs) the university establishieegin with.

Of course, it was, and it also shocked some of thosemedhing citizens of
the community who had agreed to serve on the university assembly (both
laugh), sit in these meetings.

Saying, fAWhat did |I get myself into?bo
Thatds right. Yeah, one resigned in di
AMy god, this is innovative. We never

(laughs) There were people wlnwed this, among them, a lot of these

middle-aged, married mothers, whocha chance to go back to college and

were fretful about it becaudtheyt hey di d
hadndét been ser i ®andwhs didbdlamly, absoptele vi ou s |
brilliantly.

We probably are responsible, indirectly, for some digsrof middle
aged married couples, not for affairs, but just alienation of attention. A lot of
women got caught up in education at the campus, stayed for all sorts of
programs, and that was wonderful for them. It really was wonderful. | know
some of thenstill, and they are forever grateful for the experience. It freed
them from the Junior League and teas and subservience to their husbands that
they were accustomed to. But there were others who were more tarnished by
the experience (laughs).

Did this environment that you found yourself in meet your expectations, going
in?

Oh yeah, yeah. | was totally caught up in it, totally caught up and energetic.

For the first year, January to January seventy to sexamdyl was busy six or
sevendaysweek and most evenings. Thereodod |
meetings, emergency departmental meetings (sighs), curriculum meetings,

constant meetings and interviews with candidates, new faculty candidates. |

had to write eval uat i bighsookafotoftime f i r st
fifty people | had to evaluate.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:
Davis:

DePue:

|l was extremely busy, and | probabl
my children that year because | was so torn. And many of those meetings
were highcharged, tense meetings. | tried to be dbing of a peacemaker,
but | wasndét always successful. Somet i
something to be part of the problem myself.

Were you in many of these meetings the facilitator or the guy who was
running the meeting?

Sometimes, soetimes, though we always chose a facilitator by public vote
(laughs). Yes, sometimes | was. I canad

We talked about the faculty early on and whether or not the faculty should be
tenured. | dondt Kk nitherexpedtationssfort al ked muc
scholarship and research, publication.

Right.

That would be one thing and also whether or not this new faculty wanted to be
unionized.

Ah. 1 0ve got to remember these. The ex
minimd. Bob Spencer, who himself had satisfied those credentials at several

good universities, felt they had been overemphasized, to the disadvantage of
education. His assumptions were that all of us, having earned a PhD, and the

PhD was the expected termina@gie® not always the case but almost

always the cagethat we would naturally be curious about things. And if

youdbre teaching new courses, youobre go
reading. You may want to write about s
epected that we woul début we would not
would, however, be graded, not only on teaching through course evaluations

and visits to classes, but also on service.

Service was another very important
campus service, on committees, endless committees, and then community
service, too. They used to always talk about a thegged stool. Well, two of
those legs, service and teaching, were high priorities at the university;
publication was not. Some peogi@me here with publication records and
continued with them. Many of them did not, and some of them never did
particularly. And some left because [it] eventually turned out they really
wer enodot great intellectuals to begin w

Were the inguctors evaluated by the students?
Yes. Absolutely.

And was that an innovative approach at the time?
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Davis:

DePue:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

At the time it was, absolutely innovative, and it was very rigorously

administered. You could not administer this evaluation yourgelfi had to

leave your classroom, and a volunteer would go in and hand out the
guestionnaires and collect them and take themto thgovicee si dent 6 s of

To your office.

Davis:No, | wdresdént; | was assestant vipeesident. My bas
would have to use them, and then we would tabulate the results and publish

them.

Now, you asked also about unionization. There was some talk of that.
There were a few of the campuses in Chicago [that] were unionized with the
IFT, lllinois Federation bTeachers, maybe NEA [National Education
Association]; | candot remember. But t
years. Although | must say, as these controversies developed and lingered,
many of them involving disagreements with President Spewter was
fronting fortheboardi n hi s def ense, | 611 dsay he
talk of unionization did occur. Finally, after about ten years, the campus
faculty became a bargaining agent, until we merged with U of I. Then that
ended because yoave to vote systeiwide.

That was 1995, | believe.
Yeah, right.

The discussion about unionization and the discussion about tenure, do those
two things happen simultaneously?

They were happening simultaneously. We had a veboedée personnel

evaluation system for renewal of your contract, for a promotion, for salary,

and for tenure. That was a laborioushgated system, which | spent

enormous amounts of time on, because asfact campus dean, | sat in on all

of those meeti g s . I had a vote, but | was not
final say. | just wag vote. | took enormous amounts of time to go through

that.

So, you came to this institution and found yourself as much more of an
administrator than a teacher.

Right.
Did you feel comfortable in that role?

Well, 1 did, because | had been largely an administrator my final three years at
|l ndi ana. | 6 dtimé, e2a&ching an otcasbnal coufse. 5d, this was
compar abl e, whaned wdas hedded. chhdesane kkijlls in morale
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

building, in recruiting, in evaluating and in conceptualizing. | had skills; |
could put out fires pretty well; | was an affable guy. So, some of my strengths
were weltplaced in that.

But it was also exhatiag, and after a year and a half, | was tired. |
t hought | 6 d theugh theeerwasme realsan to éelieve | would
bedor 1 6d coll apse because 1 6d run out
spring of 1971 that | would resign as assistant vice pnesatel return full
time to the faculty, also that | would take a tmonth summer vacation that
summer to take my family camping west. | needed a break, and | got it.

Did you retain the same salary after that?

No. Per month it was the samei it was only a ninenonth term, so it hurt
some. But | was making enough.

Was your wife working at the time?

No, she wasnot. We had young children,
masterb6s degree in counsel iarcaunsalor,d t hou
and she eventually did much later.

| wanted to touch on some of the other
different literature and talking to people. How about the grading system, the
way students were graded?

Sure. Fist of all, it was the evaluation system. We never took a name off the
shelf because we did not offer grades the first several years.

You mean letter grades?

Letter grades, no grades. We offered written evalualidakk about

naivet® becauseve had to write a paragraph about each student. Fair
enough, but after @hile you find yourself using the same introductory
sentence on all of them, and you begin doing this as a rote procedure,
obviously [with] some adjectives in each case that weferdiiit. It became a
real pain. We also learned, through the grapevine, that employers wanted to
see grades, because it was all pass/fail.

Excuse me, they were grades; it was pass/fail. But they [employers]
wanted to see letter grades. You find some poadadut in Nokomis, lllinois,

whodés going to hire a teacher. He sees
them and then pass/ fail grades, he wou
personb6s any good?0 So, we found ourse
stuff.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:
Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

Wel | |, | 6m surprised the board of regen
lot of these kids will want to go to University of lllinois or Northern or other
places.

Right, right. Some did get heywerel donot
bright enough and they had done papers or things, because we had a lot of

writing exercises for the students, more so than at the other campuses. So
somehow, some of them did manage to get into respectable universities. But

some of them were frustted in not getting jobs. They got feedback about

that, and after several years, we realized that this system was probably not in

the studentsd best interest. We did st
evaluations and gave grades, | think afftey years.

Peer group counseling?

| dondt knowéYou mean by your peers?

Yes.

It wasndét organized. There was, of cou
advisors of our students, academic adyv
tha was fresh in those days, wasnoét it”’
a rap session, in effect.

Yeah, that certainly would have been part oflthgua francaof the day?°

Yes. Wel |, I dondt t hi nkuretlhathappenedv er si t
naturally, but it wasnodét structured. C
We havenot talked about the facilities

campus had to begin with?

Un-built, unfinished, by the time we were to start classes, so we ma€eeb

the first few weeks in various churches in downtown Springfield. But that

ended; that was justébecause it was mu
But they buil®d what was it® five metal buildings and then added a sixth a

year later, while they wergarting to buil@ and it took them five years to

build itd the Brookens Library. There was a plaza, kind of a center courtyard

of that temporary campus. The buildings themselves were not bad; they were
better than pl ywood. | asted taodang becausane p e
(both |l augh) itdés been hard to get ri
It occupied one of those five buildings, and we had faculty officesced up,

no departments, just all kind of interchangedbéed then some special

classrooms, too, no lecture halls.

0
d

20 Any languagehatis widely usedasa meansof communicatiormmongspeaker®f otherlanguages.
(http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/lingua+frgnca
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There was one big meeting room because the university assembly had
to have it, and you could lecture in it. But all the other classrooms were for
twenty-five students, and there were several that were very unusual. One of
them we called Athe pit.o It was 1|ike
all four sides, one, two, three levels high. So, you could sit wherever you
want. The professor wouldndot have to s
anywhere. (laughs) It wasvery popular classroom, except for some middle
aged women who said, fAl candét sit ther
risers were pretty deep back there, so they complained. But it was a popular
room.

DePue: If you were to walk into the classroom in7I®or seventyone, how might the
Sangamon State class look different from your average university class?

Davis: Older. The average age, | think, that first year was tweintg or thirty,
average age. We had our share of twsstgrolds, because we did nbave
college freshmen or sophomores. We had our share of tweatplds, but
also,l had some students in their seventies and certainly sixties. So, it was a
more mature community. Most of them had jobs or families so that taking a
class during the dapvolved some sort of jockeying. Classes at night were
more common.

They were busy people with careers and families so that they always
complained about reading assignments(lauymt unusual in any college
but especially on reserve reading. | was usdtaving reserve assignments
available in the | ibrary, but they con
come out to the library to work, which of course was true, even though the
library hadvery generous hours, recognizing that. It was open seven days a

week, | ate hours. But they would compl
go check out one of those and Xerox itand take ithdMeh ey di dnot Xe
that. They could duplicate it. They we

wasnot t hlatt jfuagst awmweasyn 6t somet hing that
students are; you see a lot of students in there.

DePue: Part of what most universities, if you get in it at the first level in an English or
some kind of course, youodore lpsicallyg t o ©b
taught how to use tide

Davis: Exactly, and that happens. That happened at Sangamon State too. It was a
great library, not only in terms of its resources, which they built very rapidly.
One of Bob Spencer 6s vi sinerosthewas t hat
university. Heinsisteland t hi s was againsténot aga
t he b oar dlBesnsisted that 20rpgreent of the total university budget
in its first few years be devoted to library acquisitions. That was

21 A Xeroxis a copy osomethingwritten or printed on a piece of paper, which has been msidg aXerox
brand photocopynachine If you Xeroxa document, you make a copy of it usingexox machine.
(https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/xerox

73



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

extraordinary. Typially, it gets around 8 to 10 percent. They had a very bright
dean of thdibrary school, ggood staff, cheerful, eager to help, so that was a
great success from the beginning.

One of the things | noticed though in reading about this was thatthere e n 0 t
any due dates assigned to books being checked out.

(laughs) Can you imagine? When the library cabine®naetd | sat in on
those meetings ofténwe thought one of the handcuffs of an education is the

obligation to return abook byacertamtt e. So, weol |l just s
when you c anstupidiwhe a&.h Iwacsomdt care how
read, if you dondt have to return a bo

good 20 percent of their library collection the first year dlzs).
Were you one of those thinking, yeah, this sounds like a good idea?

Of course, of course! It was liberating, but it was foolish. It defied common
sense and human nature; it defied human nature.

Being a commuter college, beingallege that has a lot of night courses, were
there policies about things like eating in class or smoking in class?

No, | dondt remember any of that. Dogs
then. A lot of students on their way from work would stophsy

MacDonal dés and bring %[ IhtalmbdirdyreGt amalt
Some of them had pet dogs that would come into the classroom. It was a very

open environment (laughs).

Looking back at that, can you shake your head on that one as well?

Well, some of that | find healthy. Not
and that, of course, doesnd6t exi st now
some way, except for seehege dogs, which of course were permitted. For

some reason, dogsud become excitable or threatening. So, | think they

banned ani mal s. But the eating? | doné
eating in classes.

Thereds no bell starting or ending
That was, | thought, liberatingtoobn a psychol ogi cal way.
classes started | at e, necessarily, or

the beckon of a bell.

You mentioned that internships, finding some way to integrate your learning
experience with thearger community, was important. How did that manifest
itself?

22 McDonald'sis an American fast food company, founded in 1940 as a restauraatempby Richard and
Maurice McDonald in San Bernardino, CAttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonald%2y's

74



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Well, it was a requirement. You coul d
employee of Franklin Life Insurance for twenty years and were getting a

degree in finance to strengthen yourrpotion opportunities at Franklin Life,

they woul dndét make you get ENaughs) ap
could work there and hope that this degree would improve your chances.

But, for most students, the younger ones in particular and for
housewivs, this was serious, that you need to get your nose into some sort of
] ob. It probably wondét be paying, rare
full-t i me. Youbébd have to go, have to be b
semester or quarter; it was quess at first. And they would be with social
service institutions, the Hope School up the road there, schools themselves,
which always have student teachers, some of the industries in town and banks
t ook some. 't wasnoOt a ornealtlecoodieuter |t di
part of it was silly, and gradually that eroded.

Was this something that there was is a department or staff on campus that
helped people with it?

Absolutely, yes, administered it, made sure everyone got it, offereeinpéant

assistance. But within probably five years it became a voluntary, rather than a
required, activity, just like another feature of the original curriculum, which

were called Apublic affairs colloqui a.
special classi some issue, some contemporary issue, like whether to build a
third airport in IIlinois or in Chicag
disease, you name it. Any lively issue would become the focus of readings

and visiting lectures and films that teeidents experienced with their

professor, and then some sort of testing at the end, usually a long paper that

you would have to write. That was a good idea. It was borrowed from several

leading public affairs graduate institutions in this country, incigdi

Princeton. The Woodrow Wilson Institute had these public affairs. They

didndét call them public affairs coll oqg
oriented. It was a good idea, and they
| used to think theghould be required. | thought it was a way of broadening

the horizon of students.

Was this was a semester long thing?
Yes, a quarter long, then a semester longhamm.

You mentioned also that early on, Doctor Spencer wanted topgstia
radio station.

Z2Founded in 1884, the Franklin Life Insurance Co. rern
the 21st centuryrranklin Life was foundé by a halfdozen central lllinois residents in 188he Franklin lost

its independence when it was purchased by American Brands in 1979. Employment dropped from 1,300 in 1991

to about 400 in 2008, when the company moved out of its signature headquarters.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

Yes.
| believe this is really early in the whole notion of National Public Radio.

Yes, it was. His model, because he was from the New England area at Rhode

|l sland, waséWhat is it? WGBHniani Ba®tson
leading public radio stations. They were a pioneer, along with New York and

maybe San Francisco, in public radio broadcasting. He loved that station,

missed it out here (laughs). So, he became a great partisan for this, and he had
tofightha d t o get it But he did get it, &
no doubt itds brought public affairs r
area, which didno6ét particularly have i

Were the employeeas the public radio station also students? Was there
some

Sometimes students were, yes. You could get an internship there. But there
were three or four who were professional. There was, of course, the lead
engineer, a news broadcaster, a guy whgeaal jazz music, who was half

timed They had to have professional séatind the director of the station.

They were all paid with State money. Although in recent years more and more
of that has come from fun@ising.

But thatds annievxetresnistiyodns obfu dtgheet ?u
Yes, yes.
Is public television the same thing?

We donodt offer public television. We nh
WSEC. That was founded as a cooperative public television program,

involving Peoria, Bradley hiversity and Quincy and Springfield, kind of a

patchwork idea. The university supported it in the early stages, but now

WSEC has its own studio down at the Ch
the university has any institutional relationship with peibdilevision.

You mentioned no departmeétslid | hear you right® when you first
started? There was no such thing as a history or a political science or an
English department?

We had programs, not departments. (both laugh) We wesengbasiz n g é | t
sounds semantic, right? We wereataphasizing (speaks boldly)

Adepartment o by having (speaks softly)
chairman. We would have (speaks softly
nomenclature of a university that watht® shed barriers. So sure, there were

six historians in the first faculty, a

meetings. o (both | augh)
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

Well, you changed the inflection there.

|l did, deliberately (bot hnplagingghfs.) . | t 0s
Anyone could come to our meetings. If you were a mathematician on the

faculty, you could come to a history program meeting. You could teach a

history course if you wanted to, as this one mathematician did with me. So,

there was enormous kirof fluidity.

And as | say, the offices were almost randomly distributed, except the
art classes had to be near the pottery (laughs) kiln and that sort of thing. But
otherwise, the departments were pretty well randomly distributed, on the
notion that yownever know when your nexioor neighbor may turn out to be
the basis for some sort of cooperative teaching adventure.

How did that work?

Fair, it didno6t ,Ipragamizatidpie goreturdl wey oft al i z a't
centralizing administratie r esponsi bility and intell
As a new institution, i1itdéds a new burea

|l i berating but also somewhat frustrat:
known on these things?

Well, thegpund rules were known, and they w
vouchers for buying things. That had to be governed by the State. And there

were former State officials who were working in those offices, the same with

the payroll department and that sort of thidg had remarkably few rules

under those circumstances and a lot of leeway, very little red tape within the
university, where we could decide whether there was red tape. If a student

needed to drop a class, they just dropped the class, anytime and wtithout i

appearing on their record. Later that changed. But it was a very permissive
environment.

| 6ve thrown all kinds of different thi
you can think of today that were very different about the experience valen y
first got there.

| would say it was exhilarating. This was a fabulous rattegister ride of

downs and ups, and it took its toll. It took a minor toll on me. Some other
faculty just didnét work out here and
environmet, needed more structure. They willingly left. Others lovedot,

but they really werenodét that capabl e.
reviews. There was a fair amount of dating between faculty and stédents

because these were adults, afterth#; students were adutsand among

faculty. The rate of divorce was alarmingly high after a couple of years. | later
became a statistic in that divorce rat
campus (laughs) alignmepts
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Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

Did you say therewerént any pol i cies about facul't
None, none.

Would that have been something in place at Indiana University, University of
lllinois?

I f so, it was unwritten. I n a depart me
was a maal turpitude statement somewhere in the Indiana University faculty
handbook. But it wasno6t the sort of th

think there was hankpanky. It was just easier here because the students were
all adults. Now, some facultyaited until the student had left their class to

date them (both | augh), but some di dnod
Pardon me for saying this, Cullom, but university professors are, if nothing

el se, a stubbornly independent group,
probably much toé

No!

émuch too Htrong a term
Surely!
eébut thought well of themselves oftent

Yes, egedriven and also resistant to rules and spoiled, maybe even spoiled,

not by salary but by the freedom they havddte their students (both laugh)

and to speak their mind or their | ack
yeah, youbére right; youdre right.

So, looking back on this experie@cgou mentioned it was exhilaratidd
wonder if you can think of peaps the biggest surprise on both the positive
side and the negative side of this experiment in education.

| think the biggest surprise is we really, in retrospect, were a much better

university than anyone, even we, realized at that time. Fof allranistakes,

for all of our stubbed toes, for all of our negligence, the enthusiasm for
teaching here was contagious. And ther
will never, ever, regret my early years at the university. They made me into
wholam 06 So, we were better than any of
werenodt attracting that many students

Probably the worst thing for me was the confrontation between vision
and reality. That hurt aderlandtwisdr,éhatbi t . E
to expect students to seek liberation in their education is a little presumptuous.
So, |l took students on their ter ms. I

A

they wanted to be I ectured, 1061l do so
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Themore disturbing thing for me, institutionally, was that we had a
very weak board of regents that was terrible at lobbying on our behalf, which
is part of its job. On the other hand, they were very good at regulating us.
They could pick on us a lot more égshan they could pick on Northern or
l'1'linois State, because they were big
clout.

Our | ocal |l egi sl ators didnét know w
Bob Spencer wouldndot hire dfthiegiSo, f avor i
we really lacked clout, and over and over again we were hurt by poor budget
support [by] a board of regents that was largely, in my opinion, inept and
didndét protect the president when it s
backward thinkinggconventional in their thinking. So, Spencer, bless his
heart, he made tremendous mistakes as a president, in my opinion, but he also
was dealing with that part of it and also a restive campus. He was caught in
the middle of it.

Would you mind elab@ting a little bit, when you say that he made some
mistakes?

He had a temper. He would explode, and the veins on his forehead would get
prominent. He was very undiplomatic in certain audiences. One of his first

snafus was, he was invited, the vergt months he was in Springfield, to

address the Chatham School Teachersdo A
what opportunities there would be to get advanced education, advanced

studies in education. He began by reciting a truism that neverthelessemart th
deepl y. He said, AWell, you know, in n
is tired teachers teaching tired teach
professor up there, the teachers have been working all day. He was right, in

large part, but it ofnded them.

He had that capacity, unthinkinglyé
own naiveté, but he had the capacity to burn bridges in the community and
certainly in the faculty. | loved him, but I finally got tired of his problems and
feltitwastimefomhi m t o retire. I didndét want h
teach. | valued him as a teacher, but | thought that his service as a president
had eroded.

What was the year he retired?
About six years later, | think.

Can you imagine Sangam&tate University being what it is today without
him?

No, no, absolutely not. Thatodos why a
t

| 6m not , I give him credit. He was
articulate a coherent and sound visionvbht was wrong with American
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higher education, and he largely implemented it, at his own peril. In a way he
was committing suicide because he was losing his faculty, and then he lost his
board. But it was a great act, and | knew him many years followirgged to

tell him that all the time; he still bore grudges against some of us on the
faculty who had urged him to resign as president. But it would have been
totally different. It would have been kind of like our sister campus, Lincoln
Land. It would havdseen a glorified high school or at least a glorified
community college. Let me put it that way.

DePue: Were there some ways in which Sangamon State and this incredible
experience you guys went through was a trend setter for other institutions
across theauntry?

Davis: |l 6d I'i ke to think we were. Il dondot t hi
pond. We kept thinking that we would get attention inGheonicle of Higher
Education The only time we did, it would be a little blurb, and it would be
aboutsom protest on campus (Il aughs). |  dc
peers in the innovative world, some of them closed, others changed. We
survived, with many of those innovations pretty well established, many others

gone. | donodot t hiuande reat i
ond
DePue: The innovation that survived, perhaps, was th
emphasis on teaching?
Dauvis: Teaching emphasis, not exclusively though. A
of this is now balanced more. The liberal arts
still very strong, though again, we now have
professional educatioat the undergraduate
level, as well as liberal education. The inter
disciplinary emphasis is not as strong as it wal
but 1 todés still strong 5t camp
classroom experience has changed; a lot of thé
faculty no longer view [it] in terms ofialog, .
but thereds stil]l pl ent who do. So, i
. Professor Cullom Davis in the
say In that case. early days of Sangamon State
Uni_versity, circa 1973, \_Nhen it was
We are on actually very good terms jn 2" neubatorfor education * - =~
the community. There are critics; but you Office was a perfect fit for the
compare the town/gown relations of this school® ¢ el 0s mission.
with U of | or Pri nc e tddferenceaNetiavegreal 61 | s
loyal support, not among alunéiwe do [have] a lot among alundnbut
among citizens. Theydére proud of their

football stadium, which is usually why a town it proud of its schools (laughs).

So, what else? Some of the other minor earmarks of a conventional education,

|l i ke changing classes with bell s; it bés
and we avoided those mistakes.
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How about getting your due from other university faculties aaff?s
Oh, it took a long time. You mean, respect?
Respect, yeah.

No. | knew faculty members in history at lllinois, where | had gotten my PhD.
They never said [it] in so many words, but their feelings toward our
department were dismisg. But then they felt that way about the University

of lllinois, Chicago department, which is very aggressive andpaogtered.

So that was just Urbana snobbery. But that was true of many faculties,
ASangamon State? What is that?0o

| was offered other jas, not many, and | never sought others, and
other friends of mine have gone on to college presidencies from here and
college executive positions and college teaching positions. So, by and large,
the record isndét bad. B uytsortohsenctierd s no d
from our sister institutions in I|II11ino
Urbana. They know me and respected what | did and a few others of my
colleagues. But in general, the department here, they would view as
unproductive.

|l s that getting back to theyodére not pu
Yeah, right.

Theyodre not serious schol ars?

No.

Well, Cull om, wedve spent quite a bit
We did, yeah; we did.

Which I think is very productive because you once gave me a quote that |

think is a very applicable quote here for talking to people about their

experiences doing oral history interviews and talking to folks who are
Apresent at the creathécoeatipld and you wer

Yeah, though thereds many creations. |
creation or the gubernatorial creation, but | was present at the institutional
creation.

Yeah, right. Let 6s tal k anstituiont |l e bit a
because you were there for much of those early years as well.

Yeah.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

Nineteen seventfwo, Paul Simon gets beat in the spring of 1972 because he
didndot get the Democratic nod for the

Right, right.
So, What os
Well he [Paul Simon] was then lieutenant governor.

What 6s the old |Iieutenant governor to
reporting program?

Right, it wasno6t call ed rwab e&hi®lonot. Si mon
Well, that was a great coup to get him. He was a terrific gentleman and a

colleague. He and | became good friends. I think for him it was a welcome
interl ude. It wasndét going to | ast | on
was avery propitious appointment.

The university, Bob Spencer also arranged the appointment of a
leading Sears and Roebuck [Sears, Roebuck and Company] executive to head
up the undergraduate management program, a wonderful guy named Jim
Worthy, from Chicagowh o had [just] a bachel or ds
executive experience. He was one of those rare creatures who understood this
campus environment and adjusted to it. He developed a very innovative
curriculum for the management students. He stayedt abowyears, and Paul
stayed about two or three, | guess. Those were two inspired appointments that
hel ped us, Il think, paordidRaul Sitanthe hy di d
innovation, but they refined it and made it more kind of acceptable, | think.

Well, both of these sound like programs that are geared towards service to the
larger community.

Thatds right; they are indeed, yep. AN
has enjoyed a bit of a stature, certainly in the state, and evendydéyaugh
the quality of its graduates. That was a veelhceived program.

lllinois Issuegmagazinethis must be an extension of the public affairs
reporting program, perhaps?

No, no. It was &
It was launched in sevenfive.

Yes. It was designed to beéThere was o
United States. | think Pennsylvania had a state politics journal. Several people

on our campus had the idea of creating, in cooperation with the University of

lllinois, which hadthe money, a nepartisan, public affairs journal of

reporting and opinion on a monthly magazine basis. We got the U of | to be a
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major supplier, but we also supplied money, and it was-gadered here,
to be in Springfield, which made sense.

| t 6sa beweancess:;

to feel

t hat

i t -pardsan, itavasppretty tameg. & wab
always being carefulinitsngmar t i sanshi p.
got a circulation of probably,800 or 7,000 which is enough to sustain it. That

was good, just like the radio station was good.

But

i t 6 s-sosne yedrd later. husedlp er a't

it 6s
it 6s

Institute of Public Affairs is launched, December of 1989, quite a bit later.

Yes, though it had its forbearers, different names.

Well th e

It was not public affairseporting [The] public affairs unit is in research,

publ i c

affair

S

reporting

n

go

program

applied research, getting grants from State and other entities to conduct
training or research. It became known asitistitute. Before that | think it

was the Center for Public Affairs, and it dates back into the late seventies.
Yes, it does, as an entity, as an administrative entity. It was a way to house
people who were good at getting grants. Like you could gédépartment of
Corrections to sponsor teaching of prison employees. You could get the
Department of Transportation to sponsor-attohol training, lots of training

like that and some research as well, on the courts. So that center became a
what 6s

focus of alob f

Just go

i ng

c al

t hrough

ed

S oO0ome

fsoft

of

got to move from building to building, | would suspect.

Um-hmm, | did. For the library?

Brookers Library was built in eightpne?

That 6s

right.

It sounds like it was up before that time.

t

money,

h e

bui

No, it was up before that. It opened in 19When | became acting dedhat

falld when our founding dean resigned and took another job atrbady
actually, University that under me they would get a new library, and
(laughs) they did. | oversaw the transfer, which for a library is a big deal, but

there were experts on the staff who really did the work. | just watched.

(laughs)

You mean mving the books from one library to another.

Yeah.
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Davis:
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Davis:
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Thatds no small operation.

No, i1tdos special, special companies. Y
itdéds special companies, a | ot @&f expen
ways and had its shakeo wn pr obl e ms . But , |l told vy
remarkable building, designed to expand the library under its roof, as needed,
because originally it didnét fill even
classrooms, mostly classroenBut by design, it has increased as a library, as

itdos decreased as a classroom building
that?

And true to the mission of the univers
i 0 it

Yes, not a rectagle (DePue laughs)
Much to the frustration of some peomod

Yes. You think a library building ought to be a reflection, in multiples, of a
book. But the designer, a wonderful architect | knew well and saw just last
summed

His nane?

Ted Wofferd. He was a St. Louis architect with the firm that did the master

plan for the campus, and he was a fan of Frank Lloyd Wright. Not that this is
aWrightanbui | di ng, but it has some of the
Wright bulding. He also felt that libraries should make a statethevtiat

ar chi t e odtthatdh buelding shoull make a statement? But he had very
good ideas. Therebébs an inner atrium th
really has wordk erde hwaebl Iwo rikt,6 sb unte eidteb s ,
five years old. So that has worked well.

Brookens. Now you said early on tBat
Yes, no politicians. You dondét know wh

No, [ donodt . I conf ess.

No.

Well, you shouldnét have t oUrbabpher i s Br
was an eminent doctor there. He was chairman of the Board of Regents when

it took on Sangamon State University.
having been chiaman; he took a keen, personal interest in the university, and

he personally saw to it that Bob Spencer was hired, and [he] worked with Bob.
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So, he was kind of an angel, and we di
died suddenly. So, Spencer decideal] the board agreed that they would
honor his memory.

DePue: | read my notes wrong. The next building was opened in 1981, the Public
Affairs Center.

Dauvis: Right. That was the second one on the drawing boards, very controversial. It
began as strictly clasooms and amall auditorium,small auditorium, with
conference spaces too because, as a public affairs center, we were going to
host conferences, and the university does.

Then people in the community, who had clout with Governor Walker,
met with him beause the city was also building a convention center
downtown. But it was not going to be a real theater environment; it was just a
wide-open exhibit environment. We had a symphony orchestra in Springfield,
and those people [with the symphony] wanted a hifmmthe symphony
orchestra. So, these big shots in town went to Governor Walker and convinced
him to expand by millions of dollars the plan for the public affairs center and
to put the classrooms and conference facilities inshaped thing, and then
fill the middle with a huge lobby and then a theater and big backdrops, a
formal 2,000 seat theater. We have those people to thank for creating a
splendid performing arts venue, as well as a nice building for other purposes.
But because of the delay, for aayehat building sat unfinished because they
had to get new plans for the expansion.

DePue: Was that part of the outreach to the community, because the community uses
that Sangamon Auditorium all the time?

Davis: Of course, it was. They argued, this coamity needs that kind of a facility. |
dondt know how they talked Wal ker into
idea how they talked Walker into it (laughs). What did he care about
Springfield?

DePue: One of the accomplishments Walker can put into hiadgg

Dauvis: (laughs) Thatodos right. Thatdos right.

DePue: Some of the other buildings came after you were kind of moving on to new
projects and away from the university, but the health and sciences building in
1998

Davis: Yes.

DePue: €t he Uni v e hichivas g mdibadddition back in 2004, and then this

recreation center in 2007.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

Yes. And there was one other minor one. They built an athletic floor next to
the Student Sciences BoymdrgbecaugeweYou don

startedvolleybalb r basketball and needed aéj ust
we needed that. That was a minor thing
occurred. | had no role in those. | think that the only disappointment to me,

ironically, i s t hebuildimgjbuteourshenclancelar| | . |t

to save money to get other things, he insisted that it not be part of the
underground concourse. The original design architects for the campus,
knowing what January can be like on the prairie, thought a concourse would
be a very appropriate linkage between the main buildings. And it was, even
though the Health Building, Brookens, Health, Public Affairs Center. But he

said, AThatos expensive; we donéd6t need
AWhen | | ook étenodoodmpsee bBtoadents L
down in the concourse.o Well, that wou

him, no, he wanted to see more students shivering in the cold (both laugh). So,
it lacks that, and it will never have it because¢hérs n o tasémierdtos u b
take that. Thatds mi-sightedmydelit | t hought

That s something that | certainly woul
the interview.

Yeah, that 6s news; i snot it ?

Yeah. Youmentioed al ready that Dr. Spencer de
Dr. Alex Lacy; was he a good fit for the university?

A terrible fit actually, though he seemed good. | was on the search committee,

the board named nobahanm oftha searclommitteera s vi c e
We visited five finalists at their home campuses and then had some of them

back. He looked like a winner. He had experience with the National

Endowment for the Humanities; he was a political scientist; he had done fund

raising; he was very eagst, but he was a disaster as a president. He had his

own mission; he had his own friends; he created very quickly his own in

house group; he decided to align himself with the campus faculty union and

reward those leaders of the union with various appa@ntmt s. Heéwel | ,
the whole thing.

| became involved because | was a candidate for vice president while
he was president, chiefly because friends of mine on campus felt that the
president was running amok with the campus and destroying it. Our
enrollmert was dropping; we were in real trouble, and he was off on some far
fetched ideas about becoming a research center, nationally and so forth that
just were ridiculous. There was an opening. One-piesident left in anger,
and so they convinced me to beamdidate. | was an unwelcome candidate to
Lacyd though | had been on the search committee that nameX lcause |
wasnot p arowd. When theyhreachedtheir final decision, the search
commi ttee, for this [vicedthpresi dent 6s]
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recommendation of me as it, he sat on that recommendation for six weeks. |
should have just, at that point, quit. But he was obviously trying to think of
some way to avoid this.

To quit, do you mean to quitdo

| should have withdrawh r om t he search because i tods
to have gone through all this and then sit for six weeks [waiting] for the
president to make a decision. But | di
university. It turned out to be the most miserable péany life. | was a

failure, absolute failure. | coul dnét

guard. It was a terrible year financially in the State, and | had to lay off

people, civil service staff and also discontinue some faculty appointments that
were term appointments. It was a losing battle on my part. But | refused to

quit. He finally called me into the office just before commencement, after ten
mont hs, and said that youdre going to
|l i ke. Andyoudmae dgoiimMlg@g,t o have to fire
playing games.

| lost something in here; were you serving in an interim position?

No, Iwas servingatheo f f i ci al , -preSidentfoloacadgmic v i c e
affairs, for ten months becsel the previous one had left; there was a search,
and | was named, after a delay, and took office in whenever it was, the fall of
eighty-one or something like that, and then served that academic year.

He told me we just cougoagtdhavetpet al o
replace me. | would not resign, so he had to fire me. And that was fine; it was
taking a burden off my shoulders. | wa

with him, and | was therefore failing in other ways in the job. But, | had my

integrity intact. The faculty was outraged by this and demonstrated against

him a vote of no confidence. He was gone in four months after I left. So, | felt
some vindication, at | east bringing hi
brought him down.

Was that kind of a last straw or something that precipitated the facdlty to

Yeah. A lot of them had been at war. He had bought off some of the faculty,
particularly the union. But a lot of faculty had been at war with him on all

kinds of initiatives where he was spending money for hires of people who

were unknown and unqualified. It was just bad. So, yes, this was the straw that
broke the camel 6s back.

Did you manage to get beyond that, even though you had been technically
fired, that your eputation was intact?

Oh, I dondt know. | 6m sure people thou
got fired. I di dndt wanscioug about mytstatardy o ut t
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DePue:
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DePue:

Davis:

but I didndét really worry abaulhadi t, an
my faculty position. It took a while to heal my wounds, but they did heal.

Who replaced Lacy, then?

Somebody LongDurward, Durward Longwho was a tough labor historian,
rough edgedDurwardLong, an amiable guy. He did some gobuhgs. He

had better instincts than his predecessor. But he too made enemies. For one
thing, he had a drinking problem, obviously. He made enemies on campus

because of, again, an arbitrary nature
guessing,; |l 6m not sur e.
|l Om | ooki-lnighneathear ¢ itme@ see who wedve go

Yeah. Then it was Naomi Lynn, probably in the early nineties?
July 1991.

Yeah, so he was there about five years. Naomi Lynn was the best president
wedOve eveg dtaidl.l Ila pwaesi dency then, it
was a real intellectual, though not in the way that Bob Spencer was. But she

knew what the good ideas were and preserved them. She saw terrible, terrible
problems on campus with factions whoweteae ach ot her 6s t hro
the previous two presidents. And she worked really hard to mend fences,

which she succeeded in doing. Shebs ve
very cagey, and she understood the politics of managing the universitg, in
best sense of the word. She didnét rul

people who could help build coalitions to get things done.

She was very gifted, and she was the ideal person when it came time to
reorganize higher education in Illinoish& talk was of possibly putting
Sangamon State under SIU [Southern lllinois University]. That was the initial
idea of a study commission. She quietly worked with political leaders very
effectively, but quietly. Sheauseoul dnoét
she had to be on the outside on this. But she quietly worked to turn that
around. She thought that we should become part of a larger campus because
we were hurting under a very weak boar
for thirty years, twentyfive years.

So, she supported, secretly, quietly, the U of | merger but then
negotiated with U of | to make it not a merger of equals by any means, but
where our independence would prevail. She did a brilliant job of that. While
some faculty were very, vepnhappy or worried about becoming part of the
U of |1 é0f course the faculty wunion, on
l'iterally didnét exi st ; by | aw, It did
really unhappy, and | can see why. She pulled this abrdffantly. She also
was a terrific fundraiser, made many friends in the community, raised money
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for the university, raised friends, raised its visibility, raised its stature
nationally. So, she was a great success, terrific success.

Wh at vy centalking abbug here is the reorganization that occurred in
1995.

Yes.
The board of regents was just abolished at that time?

It went out of business, finally. Northern and lllinois State University have

their own separate boardsoftt st ees, whi ch makes sense
campus to have our own board of trustees because it would be a weak board.
Webre part of the mighty U of | board

very respectfully with money and construction support.

One of the things that happens then is the universityhsmea nded; it 6s r
longer Sangamon State University.

Thatos right. Students were given the
keep your old Sangamon State degree. A lot of themgafc se, changed.
much better in the market place to have a U of | degree. Some are still so

proud of what they did earlier and may
the old. Yes, it was a profound change for the university. And yet, the actual
behavior on campus hasnét changed much
ringing bells. (DePue | aughs) Really,
Naomi Lynn, had a lot of independence.

Let me tell you, quicklg everything is supposed to be quick when |
talkd one example of her astuteness in handling a delicate issue of our merger
with the U of I. Faculty were very restive here that we would become
swallowed up by the octopus in Urbana. So, at one meeting of the
chancellor three chancellors, Urbana, Cago, Springfiel@ with the new
president therdye announced that the board had decided that it wanted to
standardize school colors. The school colors of Urbana are orange and blue,
the school colors of Chicago are red and blue, and the school colomsass$ Il
[Sangamon State] were white and pale blue, okay? The other chancellors

resisted this. They said, AYou canét d
campus. 0 And thatodés true. 't would hav
Urbana. Finally, the pressdnt s ai d, ARnOkay, we have to
color. Blue will be our common color, and then the others will represent the

di stinctive identity of the campus. o T

But Naomi still had a problem. Our uniforms were pale blue and
white. She was going to, she thought, have to go to the university assembly
and ask for changing the blue and the school colors. She finessed that. You
know how she did? She told the athleti
change the color of the unifoemn s | i ghtl y, dar ker each vy
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

nooneevernot i ced. You are the first person
friends; | d o n édcordedhthisa lkwag, Bthink, a brillianr t ap e
stroke. Why mar ch up a hédwad apraetitoeenof y o u d
that. You can see | have a great deal of respect for her as a leader.

Well, wedre pretty much up to the mode
hour and fiftytwo minutes right now.

Well, what do you think?

| think to do due justice to oral history, we need to deal with that in a separate
session.

Okay. Well, 1 will talk about her successor as chancellor, briefly. Richard
Ringheisennice guy and brought us the University Hall building, without

accessd the concourse (laughs) and brought us the recreation center. He was
good on buildings. The enrollment began to increase, but he was not really an
educator. He has a PhD in mathematics
like to talk about classes orads. He was a bricks and mortar sort of guy. He

made some very bad decisions, and they hurt us. So, his departure, his

retirement, was not regretted; | etds p
fundraising. He would go to a reception and stantiéncorner because he
was very shy. I f youdre goimadto rai se

people and get to know them and get them to like you. He was a likeable guy;
itdéds just that he was shy.

Wel | | |l et6s talk a |ittle more about t
Okay.

President versus chancellor, is it just different terms becagse of

U of |1, therebs only one president at
Ur bana. Hebs the overall executive of
chancellorandieceec hancel |l or and so forth. That €
explained that; thatoés t hwaythioughthernct i on

executiveship, andRichard Ringheisewere chancellors. We have a new
chancellor; Susan Lock, I think, is her name.

Herebs another significaRitnghaingendsand
tenure. The Capital Scholars Program, going from this uniqueéang upper
level institution to a traditional foryear program.

Um-hmm. That change began under Naomi Lyhtook a long time. This

was a huge battle because, of course, the community colleges in the state
resisted it, particularly Lincoln Land. Also, lllinois State University objected

to it because we would be recruiting freshmen and sophomores the way they
do, and Benedictine, or Springfield College Benedictine, resisted it.

90



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

There was tremendous resistance to our becoming -ayéaur
undergraduate institution, tremendous resistance. Naomi had to quietly work
with legislators and other education officiaisthe Board of Higher Education
(BHE), to convince them that we were throttled in the ability to recruit
students by this truncated status. She laid the groundwork for that. In fact, |
think it was even announced befétamgheisese and t he waws t hey g
the promise, fAWebre just going to recr
for kind of an honors program.o |t was
Capital Scholars.

A | ot of people saw through that (Db
yourfooth t he door, everyoneds going to be
exactly that brash, but they were right. She was able to get that idea approved
after a bloody, bloody battle, aRingheiserwa s abl e t o oversee
good. Ther eo s atrhatitdetpedyaise aurenrailmenttaind our
visibility.

DePue: And it transitioned from a commuter college to a resident college.

Davis: Yes, thatodés right. We already had apar
but | argel y und e rsgmeardergadatesthete butrot wer e
many. So, they built a whole set of dorms for students.

DePue: Looking now at whatodos going on with th
that really draw this wider population of students to Springfield, Illinois?

Davis: Interestingly, probably the biggest is the online education system. We
apparently have more online students than Urbana does because we got early
in that, and we have a particular facu
| 6m not al |l itnteatl emarntiinagl (tlauagrls) , but
to stay. Thatds probably one of the ma
online, and then theyodll want to finis

Ot her wi se, | t hi nleofithe dnersityhvehichr el at i v
people find attractive, compared to the 40,000 students in Urbana. They like
that, and thatds why wkeyowgnmyhawsedrer y hi g
among lllinois and even middlgestern college€So t hat 6s rel ati v
size, small classes, good faculty, all of them qualified faculty, no teaching
assistants at all. I'tos al l faculty te
expensive, but unusual. Those are things | think that counselors in high
schools now use t@commend that students come here.

%u. s. News & 20iO0OdE®Repioon 0 &dllegesarked ithe @niversityBoellEinbis

Springfield as the best public universityna s t e r 6 s intha $tade@fllingis, and the fourth best public
university in thatategory in thévlidwest. The top rankings were also awarded in 2009 and 20i#0.
prestigious rankings placed UIS at 22 on a list of 142tdpic and private colleges and universities in the 12
state Midwestegion (https://www.uis.edu/about/wpontent/uploads/sites29/2013/06/1llinoisSpringfiele¢he-
First40-Years.pdf
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

How about the Public Affairs Institute and the Public Affairs Reporting
Program, things like that?

Public Affairsdé Reporting has al ways b
twenty,twentyf i ve studemgt $inketddtds under a
[ Charlie] Wheel er. 't hasndt grown, bu

Research Center, which is now called the center or instidutecan never
keep them straight It still has a pretty good share of soft negrfunded
research and training project. It still does that sort of work; it still is the
umbrella for the public radio station [WUIS], the umbrellalflimois Issues
magazine, the umbrella for the Lincoln papers project, to the extent the

uni vemwiotl wesd iin that; itdés through t he
through a series of directorships, but
because the university iséThatods its b
But also, it just brings in a smadumber of students?

Oh, it does, yeah. Students are not directly drawn to the institute because it is

not offering courses. Some of its faculty, who direct things on a reduced

course basis, also teach <cl| aseopls,, of <c
|l dondot think, students to the univers

university, and it gets us in close relationships with the State agencies. That
helps later on in placing students.

Letébés finish for today with this quest
Okay, alright.

Looking back on your long tenure here with Sangamon State and then the
University of lllinois in Springfield, are you proud of that experience?

| 6m i mmensely proud of it. I't was the
scholarly habits and shortcomings. It was wonderful to have an environment

in which | didnét have to produce scho
wanted to. As a matter of fact, my scholarly record ultimately ended up being

pretty respeaeotwalwhg; | 6copétvkrse enoug
order to publish, but 1 o6ve flourished
decent publications record. | 6ve enjoy
history and in documentary editing. And attheunigei t y, |1 6ve had t

freedom to do so much | wanted to do and very little of the punishment for
doing what | wanted to do (laughs).

Aside from some bad experiences, this was a great adventure for me,
absolutely my culminating experience. | took relativedyly retirement
fifteen years ago, but | didndédt quit n
payroll, paid by the State, actually by the agency. But | retired from teaching,
| think fifteen years ago. | was sixty years old, 1995, sixteen years ago.

92



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

DePue: About the time it became UIS.

Dauvis: Thatos right. Actually, it was simulta
short talk when we had a big ceremony
same time.

DePue: Well this has been a lot of fun for mesibg a resident of Springfield only
since 1989. l 6m a newcomer in the city

Davis: | know you are.

DePue: Hearing the early history of Sangamon State has been fun.

Davis: | 6m delighted | 6ve taken | oblemer t han
(both | augh) Anyway, |l 6ve really enjo

DePue: Thanks.

(end of transcript #2)

Interview with Cullom Davis

#HSA-L-2011-037
Interview # 3: September 22, 2011
Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational andther non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, narsed for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral gy memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidersi Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Thursday, September 22, 2011. This is my third session this
afternoon with Professor Cullomais. Last time we had a fascinating
discussion about the early history and the developméntodd m goi ng t o
correct the record, try to correct the re@r8angamon State University.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

Right, good.

| 6ve been saying i teyouwereapgravatdd listemings t i n
to me.

Youdbre not the only person. No, no, no

Okay, Sangamon State. The problem was that people like me drop the n.
Today we wanted to talk about your experiences in ostbty.

Um-hmm.

|l should mention also that wedre in th
Thatdéds very convenient for me, and it
that.

Of course, | love it.

You talked very briefly lasttne about how you got into oral history, but |
wanted to have a more detailed discussion of that.

Um-hmm, okay. | must, in covering that, touch on a couple of minor things.

One was, for my Ph.D. dissertation | interviewed some people, andd lised

think | told youd the collection at Columbia University for some of the

figures from the 1920s and 30s who touched on the subject of regulating

business. | used some transcripts at Columbia, which was far and away the
leading, best known oral history collemti, and | conducted a few interviews,

but I didndét record t hem; I just made
were very elderly people, talking about their years of service as a

commissioner on the FTC [Federal Trade Commission]. To be honestnl dit
even record them. Il just, |ike a repor
them. | simply described the experience they had described, petty shabby

effort, but | had

Did you read any material about how to conduct a good interview,
beforefand?

No, no, not a thing. | guess | had read in the general literature about something
called or al hi story, but | dondt r emen
story about the Kennedy oral history project that began a couple years after he

was &sassinated. | may have read a little bit in the newspaper about that. But |

had not, in any serious way, read or practiced what this was all about.

By some interesting coincidence, | received or read about a notice of a
meeting of an association of otastorian® | think it was its second or third
meetin@ to be at Lake Arrowhead, which is a wonderful resort in California,
near the coast. | was able to get financial support to attend that. In fact, one of
my colleagues at the university also attended.rbeting lasted three days.
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Heck, we stayed four and (laughs) had a good time. It was a really intense
weekend. There were workshops, so | could learn some of the smatterings of
oral history. | met some of the really big figures in the movement because

they had a tendency to always welcome newcomers. One of them was Charles
Morresseywho had worked on the Ford project, on the Kennedy project. |
mean for the Ford Foundation and the Kennedy project, also Louie Starr, who
was in some eyes, the kind of patciaof oral history practice, in that he was

the director of the collection at Columbia.

DePue: Was Allen Nevins already passed away at that time?

Dauvis: He hadndét passed away, but he was quit
giving Columbia the idea fahis, and he had enough clout at Columbia to
encourage them to start it. Nevins deserves that credit, no doubt about it. He
spoke at one of our annual meetings, within a year or two. But he was older,
and | didndét meet hi mométawohderfulgpyar t i cul
who was a folklorist, Sandy Ives at one of the university campuses in Maine,
who was a furloving guy and really nice. He was entertaining. That was an
important relationship. | also met, in many ways the mother of oral history,
Willa Baum, who was the director of a project at Berkeley. She was a hard
worker, sense of humor.

| felt privileged to interact with these people, and they seemed to
welcome any newcomers at that point. There may have been forty people at
this meeting. Ilwasniis pi r ed , and | had an awf ul g
prompted me to consider offering a co
timing right, but 1 dm pretty sure, si
November of 1970, that that spring, the springrtpral offered a course in
oral history.

C
u
n

DePue: That prompts me to ask how many actual oral histories had you conducted by
the time you started this course?

Davis: | was starting to do them. | started to do some right away, but under the
auspices of thproject, other than those without recording that | had done on
my dissertation. That was the nature of this university, you know, find an
interest and pursue it with your students (both laugh). Literally, that was the
case. | worked hard at that, but imceiving of the course, which would be
definitely a course of oral history experiences, all of them, from interviewing
to transcribing to editing, | was telling the students you had to do this.

| worked particularly hard on the processing part. | feld b pretty
natural interviewing skill, though | certainly read the advice in some of the
early books about that. But | needed good advice on transcription and editing.
In doing so, | developed some of my own ideas. | was beginning to develop a
series ofdeas about how these things should be done, sufficiently that | could
of fer a course on it. Take it or | eave
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DePue: | wanted to ask you, and youdve articu
so intrigued you about the rwoept of oral history, early on?

Davis: First of all, | considered myself, in effect, a modern American political
historian. What better way to add to what we know about political leaders than
what they themselves, or their associates, remember aboubagmgned? It
just seemed to be a natur al extension

Al s o, I 61 | have to admit, Il kind of
interacting with some other eydtness to the past. | had been taught in
graduate school that historysearch involves holing yourself up in a library
and getting no interference from anyone, no interaction with people and just
working with the documents. | accepted that. But the notion that history
research could entail a collaborative effort intrigued Beeng a fairly verbal
and social person, | took to that. | also was sensitive to the first murmurings of
protest within the historical profession that historians were overlooking the
common people and demonstrating interest only in the generals and the
presidents and the bighots.

There was, in the early radical element of the historical profession, a
feeling that we should pay attention to the people. That would include
working peopleél mean | aboring peopl e,
who had ben largely overlooked by white male historians. So, | had
something of a professional, or if you want to call it a political professional,
opinion that oral history might be a way to capture history from people who
hadnét | eft records of their own.

DePue: What better place to start to practice it and to experiment with it than this
experimental university?

Dauvis: Exactly, it just fit beautifully. I did that with other courses. | introduced the
course on the futureéthe hvassthatosorty of t h
of place; it encouraged opening your mind. Oral history was definitely on the
outer edges of the historical profession. Had | gone to Urbana or Princeton or
University of Chicago and asked them what they had been doing in oral
history, theywould have laughed me out of the office and with good reason. It
wasnot even considered an historical t
radical idea in many ways.

DePue: Letds examine that a l|little bit. Why w
historical circles for it? Why was it just talk, not history?

Davis: The profession had, for a century, agreed with German philosophers and
historians that the record of the past consists of documents; without
documents you have nothing. If you look at sahthe books in America
about historical met hod, they tal ked a
record from that time, not subsequent materials about it, but original and
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contemporary documents. That was the German philosophy of history; that
was pat of the graduate education of generations of American historians.

Now theredd been
During the Great Depression, the Works
Progress Administration employed writers,
not historians, but writers, poets, actors, to
do various projectsncluding interviewing
former sl aves. Ther ey
controversy about that effort because it
failed in some serious ways. But they were;
influenced, I think, by the folks, folk music
folklore field, which had developed an
interest in observing alrepeoples in their
settings. Really, folklore studies, which had®
revolutionized in the thirties and forties in
this country, probably encouraged some
historians to try this technique out.

Cullom Davis interviewing Avinere
Toigo about Ethnic Politics in the

DePue: What was the difference seen between the 19300s in 1l linois

folklorist and the tstorian?

Davis: Well, a folklorist is more generous in accepting sources. A folklorist simply is
interested in what you think occurred in the past. An historian is going to
presumably have somewhat stricter criteria and want to know, how is it you
knowwhat happened? A folklorist doesndt
true; a folklorist cares that what you tell
them expresses some idea about the p

DePue: This is something et into
guite a bit | ater just to
on this whoé notion of validating the . : yar:
information youodr & o GEOMia s t hat
of the concerns - Bt s hadét
these people, their memories fifty years" .
after an event is not going to be
accurate?

Davis: Sure, sure. [Herebd ampl e,

from the Lincolnfield. Back after
Lincolnds assassi
went around the country, by
correspondence and by personal visit and
personally recording conversations with ¢ul! ! om Davi's —with

. at Charles Strogie
people who had known Lincoln. party for his new book, circa 1979.

DePue: Personal recording, as in writing them down?
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Davis

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

| mean writing down, transcribing. Yeah, there was no recording equipment

then. These were full of all kinds of information, but to any historian, any
serious historian, a little susceptible to the possibility of exaggeration or

forgotten memory or egouldd-up, you name it. By the 1930s, the books that

he had written and the intervie@vsf you can call them that that he had
conducted

This is Herndon?

Yeah. |l 6m sorry,; |l didnot tell you,

collected lecame, under a new generation of more seriously trained
professional historians, highly suspect. In fact, no one better than James

Randall, who was a leading professor and Lincoln scholar at the University of
lllinois, argued that these kind of testimonae just not worth considering as
evidence. These have to be contemporary documents. It was a decidedly

debatable endeavor.

|l tés only been in the | ast th
enjoyed a new breath of life, partly because of the ortdryisnovement,
partly because historians have taken a look at what he discovered and
compared with other original sources and found a lot of congruence, not
entirely, but a lot. It was part of the gradual transition of the historical

y €

i rty vy

profession from excluge reliance upothe documents to a broader array of
sources: psychological insight, interviews, statistical, quantitative data. These

all were part of a new wave of historiography.

How much did you know about the controversies, the suspiciohththa

mainstream historians had about oral history, when you first started to tinker

with it?

Oh, I knew that these were suspect. | knew that on any other campus this
Aki dbso recommendation that we start a

of-hard . I candot bl ame them; itbds just

that they knew and followed. In a way it was lucky that | tried this at a campus

that was open to new ideas.

| wanted to ask you a few questions about what you were learsiggua

became more skilled as an interviewer, about the art of interviewing. First of

all, whatodés the relationship tha
interviewee, or with whom we sometimes call the narrator?

Right. Well, right away, becae | read a few things on interviewing written

for journalists, | knew that, more so than journalists, we had to have an open
mind and not be offering leading questions, that we should be simply asking

t

a

for their version of eopléveno ysatkese. It 61

materials to judge the veracity
empathy, maintainirly as you do very wedl a tendency to have the source
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

speak and the interviewer keep silent. Those were things | learned pretty
quickly. Of course, | attended these workshops when some of the pros offered
their advice, and this was exactly the sort of advice | got.

The big debate then was whether you needed to transcribe tapes or not.
There were some proj ect gibed. Othdrsfedti mp |l y h
t hat ébecause t hey thtdotument At €olutkdaptevaswa s r e
God-given that the tape was simply a means to document it. There were big
arguments over that.

The rationale for saying you did need a transcriptveysasu di dnodt ?

That when you transcribed a tape, you were innocently, however innocently,

changing it, and you werendét capturing
playing with it; you were tampering wi
positon, but it existed in the early 197«
What 6s the flip side of that argument,
The chief argument was, I f you want pe

going to have to transcribe them. People tried to figure out a way odimgde

tapes, and they did; they did a few, ©b
a usefulness argument, chiefly. Though some of them also insisted that, in

fact, the transcription can fully represent all the nuances of a conversation, if

you do it ridht, and you also give the source a chance to correct his or her

record if they find errors in what they had said.

You mentioned the word empathy before, as establishing that kind of
relationship in the interview, but does that preclude you askimtptugh
guestions or attending to the tough issues?

No, not at all. It was just the relationship you set up was one of empathy and

interest to encourage them to speak a
an historian, #&abdutthis)ankwhereyawsaysoniethingt | e b
that puzzles me or i s somewhat at odds
going to ask you further about that. o

| want to read you a quote from your own boOkal Historyfrom Tape to

TypeHer eb6s svhiad gbout i nterviewers, (rec
conducted by qualified and responsible individuals who observe the cannons

of our profession and who view their product as but one form of evidence in
explaini ®®Fghtahdspahte. deftervieit i on of a gc

Yes, umhmm.

25 Davis, Cullom, Kathryn Black, and Kay McLeddral History: From Tape to TypeChicago: American
Library Association, 1977. Library of Congress, American Folklife Center; Veterans History Project.
http://www.loc.gov/vets/bitoral.html(accessed August 1, 2014).
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

That wasn
thato Let

t the quote | was thinking o
S

[e) o)

That one was just the fact that oral history is not the only source that you
Sshould use i f you o0 vsallyguhave. 8utyoe sughtto,So me t
obviously, look at newspapers and public documents, etc.

You caught where | headed down in the first place though. | appreciate that.

How do you validate these stories that
whenyas find out that thereds errors? Wh
historian on that?

|l think there are | imits to an or al hi
verify what theydve collected. There i
limited, because at its heart, this is an effort to capture what someone else

believes they observed or learned. Therefore, it is worth it for that reason.

Your job is to maybe test that a little bit with whatever you know or can

imagine in the way of a contrary giton.

But it is not your job to put on th
validation, because that would take an enormous amount of research, and
thatos really the job of an historian

to write a book. You & not the historian. Youaeh i st ori an whoodés c
evidence just the way an archivist pro
historian has a fundamental responsibility to validate what he or she collects. |

think we owe it to them and the pubtlitat we test it wherever we can with

straw man arguments or whatever you can think of.

Does that mean that an oral historian is more archivist than historian?

| dondt know. That 6s, | think, splitti
more than just the processor because they have used their knowledge in asking

the questions and framing the subject. They are historians, but to some extent
what theydre doing is helping their so
and fully as possible vatthey remember experiencing.

What did you learn early on about how and where to find good people to
interview?

That turned out to be relatively easy.
talks about oral history, too. | was a new facultgmier in Springfield, so |

was invited to give talks and quite often in those early years | gave a talk on

oral history or a workshop. | spoke at the county Historical Society on this. |

spoke at the Genealogical Society. | spoke in schools to encoueageah

consided at least at the eightirade level and highértrying little oral

hi story projects. |l was promoting it a
guestion.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Finding those good interview subjects.

Oh. When | did that, thank you, peepl woul d come wup and s a\)
meet my neighbor, my grandfatheréo The
recommended than we could possibly pur
experience. Once in a while, youdd pur
realy t heyore not that interesting or co

that [finding interview subjects].

| also told my students, of course, that they had to do some oral
histories. In addition to reading the instructional and theoretical literature
about oral history, they had to actually conduct one or more oral histories,
equaling about five hours, | guess, of interviews, and transcribe it and edit it

as well, so that they all éThey often h
little bit, the notia of them interviewing their own relatives, because | said,

AThereds a l|ittle bit of distance. You
thatdos also useful. o0 | occasionally ap

student could handle it, but | generadlyggested that they talk to someone
who i sndt akin.

Would it be fair to say that even though you can go baélém Nevinsand
his work, | think right after the Second World War, and people like S.L.A.
Marshallduring the war, that oral historyas still a very new concept when
you entered the scene?

It was very new, though I 6m glad you n
military oral history, because they in many ways, in this age, were the

founders. They had access to wire recording befpewas available, and

they did some very important work. Some of them Gls, some of them brass. |

mean some of the subjects [were] Gls and brass. At our early meetings, they

were always pretty well represented.

Was Marshall himself ever part of thex?

No, but who the guy who wrote about Ma
forgetting. Colonel David Hackworth]

We can get that in there later.

There was a Marine officer who was a spit and polish Marine. He did this sort
of work out of Quantico, | think. He was kind of a character, but it was fun to
have him there. Their experiences were a little different, of course. Their
subjects were a little different. Sometimes it was battlefield experiences they
were exploring, which can leaumatic. But they added a lot to our dialogue.

How about some of the issues of ownership of these interviews and copyright
concerns and getting consent to do the interviews? Was that part of the
discussion right from the beginning?

101



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

It realy was, from the very beginning, because we were also guided

somewhat by the experience of some of our colleagues who were active in the

John F. Kennedy [JFK] oral history project. They had made many mistakes,

but they had done other things properly. Thegw they needed a legal

consent, and they knew that they ought to give the source a chance to review
their transcript. |l canodot thi théan of al |
Charlie Morresseybut there were some others. We were following their

guidelines because they had spoken at our meetings and given advice. That

was kind of the model we had for military ones and the JFK series.

In thinking about this yourself and getting into teaching very early, what were
your own personal views abowhether you talk to elites and interview them,
or you do the bottorup history?

| was caught up in the botteap. For one thing, | thought if Sangamon State
was going to accomplish something in competition with Columbia and
Berkeley and UCLA that iprobably would have better luck dealing with the
people it had in Springfield. Now there were elites in Springfield, of course,
nothing like the elites represented at Columbia. But there were former
governors, representatives, leading business offidtalsthe most part, the

richest terrain seemed to be the stories of coal miners and ethnics and women.
| did consciously choose to follow that course because | thought it had a better
chance of producing a pretty trich crop
commitment | made; | just thought we ought to get started, and this is a good
way to do it.

You mentioned early on that you focused a lot of your energies, when you
first got started, on the demands of processing. Maybe somebody on the
outsidledoen 6t even begin to comprehend wha

di scovery process you went through you
little bit of time.o
Right . | foll owed one simple booklet t

have much teay about processing at all and another little booklet that was

based on the work of the Kennedy project. They gave fundamental advice on
processing, that you need to do, as close as possible, a literal transcription.

Then the editor has a little more \egey in listening to the recording,

comparing that with the transcript, to make some adjustments that seem to be

in the spirit of what the person was s
was one of the arguments we used. If making a change is iartheesof the
authenticity of the original spoken in

How would that be the case? Well, you remember examples from my
book, the word Ayeah, o0 which could be
affirmation or s ardicoaysumwoulditryte iaserttlioseSo . a's
stage directions that would convey what the speaker was saying and not to
suggest something different from what was said.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

Did you have a sense of the time demands involved with processing?

Not really, untill got into it deeply. But very quickly, as you were, we were
flooded with a choked (laughs) pipeline because the interviewing takes time,
and the preparation for interviewing takes time. But once you begin
generating recordings, the backlog really oceuth transcription and

editing. | discovered that quickly.

That s one reason | required my st
their transcriptélf they produced fi ve
maybe two people, | expected them to hand in asopéntat the transcription
for the first hour of one of those tapes. Then we would try to continue the
work | ater. |l didndét want to make t hen
lot of these people, they had no skills, particularly in doing this (laoth).

But | wanted them to experience it, to appreciate its importance, so that |

could evaluate the way they handled it. The same with editing, they had to edit

j ust, I dondédt know, fifty pages of a t
some way.

|l was right away in trouble, and I
students in my claésmany of them were older; some were married wadnen
who were always good prospects for volunteer service. | began encouraging
that, and we formed a small band of peopho were very loyal, as many of
yours are. They did this work under my oversight, and that helped a lot. So,
volunteers helped.

Then | did, as | was pretty good at doing, persuade the university that
we needed a fulime secretary for this office aradhalftime graduate
assistant. Half i me because thatoés the kind of
So, I was able to deploy paid help, a real secretary who could do very fast
transcription and oversee the rest of it and a graduate assistant whoaould d
some interviews for experience and help with the projects in various ways.

Were there any challenges organizationally getting started? You conceptualize
this, and now you have to translate it into execution.

| think | told you about theaming of the project.
Yeah, but we havendét talked about that

Okay, alright. The university was operating, after the first few kind of free
flight years of Ado what you want, 0 un
governing boardthe Board of Regents. They had such red tape and rules that

| just had no patience for that sort of thing. You had to jump through hoops;

you had to meet with these education bureaucrats, whom | liked as persons,

but | didnodt r es pdledrnedvery duiekiythattoerdatec at or
a department, to create an institute, which meant a research institute, or a
center by name, those required board o

103



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

|l didndét want to go through that. C
turneddown. | simply called it the Office of Oral History or the Oral History
Oof fice. No, that didnét require approyv
door. No one complained about that.

We kind of grew subterranean in many ways, never getting the
attenton of the governing board or their staff members. | later appointed
myself as direptocesstawpsesnidt manduebot
carry any benefits. | already had the benefit of one less course to teach, in
order to oversee this effoitt.was just | needed a title when | wrote letters.
(laughs) So, | was director of the Oral History Office.

We never really went through reviews. All the departments had to go
through fiveyear reviews, where you had to write these voluminous reports.
We always just kind of sailed right through. People knew about us, and we
were getting very favorable attention. That may have helped. We got press
and so forth, but we never had to go through a rigorous review.

Do you recall the year that you creathd Oral History Office?
| think it was seventywo or three.
Very early into this whole process.

Yeah, because right away | knew | had to do something. Yeah, I think it was
seventytwo or three.

Somebodyds g o ision You waatlareassistarg, yod wamnt a
secretary? Okay, weoll pay for a secre

The dean, | think, approved it. Maybe it went all the way up to Spencer. Those
were not easy things to do. But, one other thing, fairly 8ankgll not until

1975 | got a grant. That was from the lllinois Bicentennial Commission for
the American Revolution. | got the grant &nchaybe it was sevenijree or

four because it was well before the bicentennial itself, in sex@xdyand it

was to interviewpeople, particularly the urepresented, Africadmericans

and workers.

I't was ironic; this was theéWell hk  t
supposed to be a growgh process. We got some money, not enough, but
enough to hire a couple of pantne interviewersThat always impressed the
university. If you can get a grant, it showed that you were entrepreneurial, and
| was. | was, even worse, kind of a hustler, | think. And | had a lot of friends
there because |1 6d been t her eddftrbtm t he
at some pointémaybe it was a condition
the university would provide some secrtr
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DePue: Youdbve talked about the processing ste
and editng.

Dauvis: Um-hmm.

DePue: But what happens after that? What do vy
finished?

Davis: After theyodébve been reviewed by the sou

preface. | made my students write those prefaces, subjetdnmat that | had

laid out, with some common language in it about the reliability of oral
histories and that sort of thing and then even a card catalog deséription
thought, You ought to know what librarians have to do with these thingd

no index, but table of contents, rough table of contents. They had to do all of
that.

Then we just had our volunteer typists or my secretary type them up.
We didndét have even a word processor a
ones at the university (laughs)hage IBM 660 or something; it was a
monster® It was just a word processor, but it had a huge storage capacity. |

dondédt know how | pulled that off, but
think it was one of those erad-the-year things, when we had equipmbhe
money |l eft over. I always checked with

bought tapeecorders. One year they had an extra $4,000, or whatever it was,
for this word processor. | got about the third word processor on the campus,
which was a good feeling.

DePue: The equi pment t hat ytleghelftape recordensghat wer e
youdbre purchasing that way?

Davis: We certainly wer enotr eocfortdheer ,q ubaulti ttyh eoyf
ones youdd buy at buy8onysagdfanasonics, noWe t e n .
great. We also bought microphones. |t
devel oped high quality here, couldnot

had an inventory of four or five tape recorders that they could borrow, but a lot
of them bought their own. In those days, they could buy a decent Panasonic for

fifty dollars.
DePue: Were you strictly using cassette tapes?
Davis: We started with cassette tapesven though you saw that picture of me

supposedly interviewing someone on d-teaeeld we, from the very

26 A word processor ia program or machine for storing, manipulating, and formatting text entered from a keyboard
and providing a printouthttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_proces$or
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beginning, used cassette tapes, though we did Wdriledo a backup reelto-
reel, a great big re¢b-reel backup.

DePue: So, at the end of this process, youobve
youoOvVve adclsobcagpaite tapas. st

Dauvis: Yes.

DePue: Did you deposit them in the library?

Davis: The university library?

DePue: Yeah.

Davis: Not yet. We were operating out of an officé d rather large office, to be
honesd in the building Brookens, but outside titerary. | would have been
able toéwilling to turn over the tapes

never happened. We did invest in a very large metal cabinet, designed for
cassette tapes. | felt they were secure there and the same with théptianscr

They were rather crudely
printed, or dupk
guess, stapled. Well, it was called
perfect binding
perfect by any means (both laugh
but it was the state of the art at th
time. We kept those in our own
office, partly kecause | was using
them in my courses. | was having
students read them, listen to tape§
It was convenient to me to have B
them under security, but there. It F
was only later, when | realized tha
we had something that needed to
be cataloged and in the arclsye
and when my position as director
was possibly going to end, that | |
thought of that.

Cullom Davis in the University of lllinois at
Springfieldés &cak@W&ens
DePue: What were your thoughts initially  (age 73).

about how these might be used?

Davis: We thought about that; | thought about it a lot. We held at least a couple of
operthouse®n weekends in Springfield and triedadvertisehem when
interested people could come. And | continued giving talks. | was always
encouraging people to make use of them. | developed several tapes, consisting
of excerpts from some of the more interestingportant or amusing interview
segments, and | would play those whenever | had the chance.
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DePue:
Davis:
DePue:

Davis:

We, for about three years, held a Hadiur radio program on what was
then WSSU, | guess, called, fAVoices of
together, btithere was a theme; just like you do, every program had a theme.
We had some wonderful excerpts from eoahing interviews and political
interviews, womends interviews and t ha

But it came down to having scholars becanterested in these things.
| spoke to some of the historians in t
modern history that would use this. Then | talked to some of the political
scientists, and they seemed interested, but their use of the materiakyvas ve
limited.

One guy wrote a history of lllinois, and by that tdnthis was ten
years lated we were doing the General Assembly and eyewitness projects.
We had, | thought, some really good stuff. But he was one of these by the

numbers, quantitative, poliscl s ci ent i st . 't wasndt hi
AWell, you can even use it if i1tdés jus
the quantitative evidence; youoll find
di dndt bot her.

It took a while. Then, just by chamcpeople began using them.
Sever al |l ocal historians did them. | &n
have our early oral histories microfilmed, at the expense dfi¢he York
Timesbecause they offered that service to any oral history program itioadd
to Columbiabs. They were building a co
was afor-money offshoot of th&lew York Times 1t di dnét make m
(laughs). But we did get a complimentary set of the microfilm, microfiche,
excuse me, not film. Sihat was another way to do it, and we occasionally got
correspondence about this. | canodt rec
developed.

Now, if | thought about it, | could point to a dozen books that have
based their work in partonthese. Anda upl e of the peopl e
local history for the $tatg¢ JournalRegistethave heavily used the oral
histories. Whatoés her name now, who do
her? | candét think [of them] . toB®, it w
these, but we tried.

Were they cataloged into the library system?
Into the archives system.
Right from the beginning?

Yes. Yes, they were, cataloged in the archives, card catalog system. That
di dndét t r an sith eatalogt But the fae that tharemvas an oral
history collection that was accessible became known. Yes, we did catalog.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:
DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

From what youbve described, t
ways that maybe initially you
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Never even considered.

But after you got two or three yeanto this, what would you say your goals
for the Oral History Office were?

Okay. One of them was quantitative, the more interviews, the better, because

we were reaching a pothtseveal hundred interviews that made us worth
mention, but we werenodt in the upper,
began to realize that some of my students, asmwedlining as they were, had

really done pretty poor interviewing. While | had overs¢hat and monitored

t hat wor k, |l hadndédt been sufficiently
instigate tougher standards and more guidelines in doing oral history. | think

that the later oral histories are much better than the earlier ones.

Thenl wanted a little bit of national attention. So, | was always giving
talks at the Oral History Association or elsewhere in the country, where | was
invited to speak at a library or a university. And we were inXleav York
Timesmicrofilm; that put us irkind of an elite group. | wanted size, higher
quality, some national attention, and then | wanted to spread the holdings into
the elites, to some extent, namely legislators and State officials and elected
of ficials. That 6s wlaternflHaveghe dateihetev ol v e d,

I di d want to talk about t hat , but | 6v
there.

Of course, okay.

Was part of the goal wanting scholars, students, journalists to use the
collection?

Absolutely absolutely.
Was there any way that you could quantify that?

It was all word of mouth and happenst a
when | could. | could rattle off fifteenyearsagh A The f ol | owi ng bc
articles have been basedwhole or in part on our oral histories, among

others. o0 But, thatés disappeared in th

You could do that because they had to come to you personally to gain access
to them?

No, I was just aroumidst heoméddmne ewaul ot
learn about it at a meeting. That was important to me, so | kept a record of that
sort of thing.
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DePue: | want to talk a little bit about the experience of teaching oral history.

Davis: Um-hum.

DePue: | guess Itbhmtsuwlpen syeadu first started t
done many of your own.

Davis: (laughs.) Sorry. Thatodés true; thatdos t

DePue: What was you thought, in terms of how to design this from the beginning?

Davis: | had been to these workshops thatedllabout the different stages: research,
selecting people to interview and so forth. | had that, and | had produced a
small brochurd you probably havenét seen it ; i
okayd that was very primitive. It was really promotional, agam as
anything. It was intendedélf | spoke t
countyor [whatever] countyl would take these along and hand them out
because it was better than nothing; ye

So, | had developed, through workpkat the oral history meetings
within a couple of years, a pretty strong sense of what needed to be taught,
and then it was just up to me to put a syllabus together, representing that and
then whatever my own, individual ideas [were]. | was rare among my
colleagues who taught oral history elsewhere to be teaching it at the graduate
as well as undergraduate level at a university and to teach it as a skill that they
must acquire and demonstrate, rather than the theoretical stuff of oral history.

At Columbiathey were offering a course, not for credit, but it was
much more involved in the theoretical
involve doing interviews; it involved reading ones they had. The same was
true elsewhere, with some exceptions. | was one sktredong with Ron
Greeleyat North Texas University and Temyrdwhistell at the University of
Kentucky andDonald Ritchiemt t he U. S. Senate Histor.i
me, he wasnot t e 8idwhistel(anddSaleador] Mareeltoor vy, b
and somethers spent a little bit of their time teaching, as well as running a
project.

DePue: What did you find when you got into teaching the students; what was the
value for them of going through this and practicing this?

Davis: Wel |l , | war ne isthékindof colrse sviaosedewards Wit
not be readily observable at the outse
of tedious work. o But D thevadbiomidds ay, il f
Al f you wil/l stay with fermnsofyolrpride ewar ds
in having produced a piece of historic

that all the time. This is deferred rewards, but very important rewards. And
some people dropped out. That happened in all of our courses. But a lot of
them stged. It was an interesting course; they found it intrinsically interesting
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to be exploring the life of a neighbor or a relative or somebody. So, they
tended to hang in there. Some of them were very gifted interviewers.

One of my first was Bobbe Herndormeéwas a society wife, here in
Springfield, a very glamorous family, but she discovered this as a tremendous
interest on her part. She had great skill, great skill, as an interviewer, just a
natural. She was a conversationalist, so she took off withribisaa with it
and became my graduate assistant and gave talks at the oral history meetings.
| had some students like that, who just were naturally made for this. Others
never did develop a really comfortable skill but tried hard and at least went by
the wles. | had to live with all those varieties of ability. But, by and large, the
training and experience and practice helped these people, | concluded.

DePue: Did you find that the natural extrovert, the social person, made the better
interviewer?

Davis: Yes, with one caveat, that if they were too much the extrovert, they might
make this a conversation rather than an interview. There was some danger,
and | had to tell some people, fiLook,
condui t. 0 Th dhadawxauple @& peoplesvko,wera really bad
because of that.

DePue: Did you find that doing oral history was a way to enhance some of their other
skills as historians?

Davis: Thatds a good question. | 6m sure it ma
importanceof weighing historical evidence. They confronted that issue
directly in this course. You would ordinarily, in a graduate methods course in
hi story, youb6d get exercises in weighi
of that, where you had to read otheusces for background information and
then weigh the interviewer against those sources. That helped. | know it
i mproved their, theirél hate to say

I
skills. They hadndét ever npmuahwritng. ed ed
And whil e what they were writing here
enhanced that skill and the editing sk
coll ege, generally, unless youobdre taki
mayha e devel oped more comfort dealing w
Thatds a psychol ogi cal i ssue that | <ca

But it was a popular course; | etods

twenty-five students, but that was plenty. | made a lot of friendkat course,
who just loved doing the work and continued doing it. | had twautbors of
this textbook, which began, by the way, as a worksBwogl History from

Tape to TypeThey were both my students. | invited them to be mypuathors
with full, equal billing because they had things to contribute that | admired. |
thought, What better experience for really good students than to be a co
author?
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

And t hat Baxk addKayhMclgan?

Kathryn Back was here only for five years. She wasaduate assistant for

me. Then she moved to New York and got aftiatle job with the Columbia
project on our recommendati on. I al way
great skills. She was doing editing wo
us, except my entrée helped her get in the door, obviously. And Kay Maclean

was a very good oral historian; she loved doing the work. They both

collaborated with me on a very intensive work. In fact, we wrote the textbook

for that workshop. It took us foumonths to write it and mimeograph it to use

as the text of this workshop.

And to end up with a very straightforward approach, how to conduct oral
history frond

Yes. It was definitely a manual with examples; we had work examples. It was,
yes,it was a typical manual, nothing flowery in it. But it was also systematic
in that we made clear what the different steps were, a little clearer than

previous works had done. |t was veryéy
is what you do. Wherewe comddt be didactic, we woul d
i mportant, but you have to balance tha

Woas it well received?

Yes. The workshop, which was sponsored
invited any of their publidibrarians throughout the state to come for an
expenses paid week in Springfield, with an intensive series of five, all day
sessions on oral history. They stayed in a motel here, and we set up shop in
one of the rooms of the motel. We were there all dayive days, using this

book as their assignment and then giving them various exercises. They were a
great group; these were middiged, mature people, who were librarians
already, and they loved the world of ideas. They just took to this, and a lot of
them started oral history programs in their cities. It was popular enough that |
was recommended to have it published professionally by the American

Library Association, which is headquartered in Chicago. We submitted it, and
it was accepted and publisheq | guess 1977.

Right.

But our workshop was in 1975. That put me on the Oral History Association
map. Suddenly I had the best new manual. And for about ten years it remained
the standard. It went through three or four printings.

Did that mean you made a little bit of money in process?
Yeah, a little bit.

These kinds of things, the expectations going in are afivays
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

We had no illusions, but every quarter | would get a check from thedALA
t hat 6s t he AAssedaiion, AlXO df maybe &400; and | divided
it into three and sent my partners their share (both laugh).

You can take the family out to dinner with that.

We even ranél forgot; o0 é&ndwehadvitcnagpgahr s it
formd we ld it to students in my class and others. | was running, out of our
house, a mail order firm (1l aughs). We
it. We kept the profits, except for printing, which were little. We shared those
proceeds, too.

| t dated now, as the title would sugge€irdl History] From Tape to Type
(laughs).

Yes, right away. But at that time, that was considenediveloustitle
because it encompassed oral 6history. \

| certainly foundt very useful when | first got started to conceptualize all the
different processing steps, that as much as anything.

Yeah. The section on interviewing technique is pretty shallow. The sections
on processing, | think, were pretty good. | give naytpers credit for that. But
as soon as Don Ritchi eds-shoethis. ent er ed

Don Ritchie,Doing Oral History
Yes.
But t hat di dnodét -cnemasitabout unt il ni net

Il think vyouodr eesomegtherdVilla Bautnwrdtehadaook we
[Transcribing and Editing Oral Historyl991], and there were a few other
efforts at | ocal hi storical societies
least for ten years, but it dropped off.

Herebsakdntdfefent | ine of questions. Y
demands on your time at the univer8itye talked about that last time, all of

the administrative demandlsand then, even when you get done teaching, this

i s not all/l youdre teaching.

Tha 6s right; thatods right.

Was there frustration on your part tha
very little time to do it myself?

Good question. | sometimes wanted to do an oral history project. | really
wanted to interview this greaharacter down in Collinsville, lllinois, great
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

American. | knew him well, and I just never could get to it. So yes, | was

frustrated, though | also was starting to do some piecemeal work myself for

pay. That made money soé(dlingdheghs). But
legislative oral history project and the eyewitness, | did some of the

intervi ews. |l wasnodt paid extra for th
began in 1989

Nineteen seventpine, 197879.

Yes, thank you, uclelaterthalllwastdoingaosne 6t t oo n
interviews. | did some, but not as many as | might have liked. But | loved
teaching the course; I 61 | have to admi
it lent itself easily to evening teaching for three and half hours. ¢6uld do a

little bit of discussion, a little lecture, a little demonstration, a little practice. It

was an easy course to break into pieces for students who get tired in night

classes. | got a great kick out of that course.

Her e 6 s t hsahinging dwas goihg tawead last time. (Davis laughs)
This also, | believe, iBrom Tape to Type

Okay.

[ reads] nAAs a -fravednanterprigeb(Davis laughs) itf a s t
haséo You already know what this 1s?

No, no (laughs).

-growmdp dnterpriaenitthasfit@ashare of incompetents

fAs a fashi
| atans, as wel | as conscientio

and char
Oh, that ®s a di fferent

i s an actiyv

| t [
i storians but a

ty that dr awsionalpon t he
|l so can be undertaken

o0 N

That must be from my jeremi&d.
Well, perhaps it is.
Bitter, |l can tell. Oh, thatds notéYou

Yeah, and | 6ve tgoorjeremiadshere.her e . |l 6ve go

27 jeremiadis a long literary work, usually in prose, but sometimes in verse, in which the author bitterly
laments the state of society and its morals in a serious tone of sustained invective, andoaltaays a
prophecy of society's imminent downfdttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremiad

113



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

|l tds probably from t hat-facedintithiolwast t hi nk
trying to be more encouraging, and this was more critical.

| 6m sure youdbre right, now that | ref/l
frustration you had with the students that you kind of peaked at before?

Could be. Though | didndét judge them a
things | saw happening in oral history. The want ads in literary magazines for
people who knewsandsoamd figet in touch with meo

shallow approach toward oral history, or popularizing. Then the business,

somewhat spurred by genealogies, of writing your own family history. Some

of those were really schlock, | thought. The instructioesrwe n 6t cr i t i c al
substantive at all. That was the sort of thing | was being critical of later. |

dondét think | took that tone there. I
students, but that was not the chief source of my frustration.

Follow-througl?
Oh, some of them continued doing this work; you mean some of my students?

Yes, that t hey-though, thédue diligence ¢of dointhel | o w
research, conducting the interview, doing the transcript, doing the edit.

It was fdlow-through; some of it was just basic ability, particularly in
interviewing. Some of them just proved to be spectacularly unimaginative in
thinking of follow-up, not followthrough but followup questions. | had a few
people like that, and it really digpointed me, one who interviewed a State
legislator. She, the student, was a nice person, but she was seemingly
incompetent to think of good questions, rather than just talk herself. | had a
few of those, and | did my best, gently, to steer them, bup#rétular

interview | was later embarrassed by.

|l 6m assuming that you didndét arm the s
they develop some kind of a list of questions going in?

befwellermugh s e. And

Absolutely, absolutely,
|l i gent questions,

prepared to ask intel

youdbve read about the person. Ask open
|l ist of keys to a good or al history in
inacl ass. 16d go over that, with a dos
them read several essays, one from a book caledCraft of Interviewing

which is a journalistés handbook. 1t h

read a couple of the Br#th oral historians who had done really important
theoretical work, Thomps@n

Paul Thompson?
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Paul Thompson, yes. In fact, | had them read his whole book, which | thought
was provocative.

Something about the past.
Yeah, IOutbflihe RakbéThe Voiceof the Past®

Voice of the Padtthink sounds right. You mentioned when we talked last
time about this new university, that one of the focuses of the university was on
the interdisciplinary nature of education.

Um-hmm, umhmm. Ah, thank you for asking this. Okay, yeah.
And oral history seems to be an ideal way of exploring that.

It is; it is. | made a habit of giving talks on that subject and introducing it into

my course. You may have seen somehefttandouts | had, which argue that

this was a hybrid discipline. In fact,
and have written about the extent to which we already depend upon the work

of anthropologists and sociologists and what participargrebton

contributes to oral history.

Then | got into the gerontology subject matter, where we have as much
to give to them as they ha&een to give t
convergent tracks. Political scientists sometimes got into interviemirg
was usually more a questionnaire service interview because they wanted to be
able to quantify. Folklore clearlysirong overlap in our approaches. They
call it field work, so do anthropologists; we call it interviewing. | made a point
of mentioningall of these disciplines and what distinguishes them, but also
where we represent kind of a taking the best of those practices. | also got into
psychology and the study of memory, and | developed a couple of lectures
based on what little we really undenstl about the nature of memory and how
you tickle memory.

Journalism was one that sometimes gets left out of the mix?

Yes, well | foundéNo, | shouldnét have
whyd

| 6m not just s auyti nogt htehra tt hai bnogust tyhoaut, 1bd
Thatdéds right; thatés right. I did use

journalists quite often operate on a somewhat different set of assumptions than
an oral historian do. They have a deadlinehgy &re fairly abrupt, typically,
in their questions, unless they are doing sorvdeioth interview. They just

28 Thompson, Paullhe Voice of the Past: Oral Histqr@xford: Oxford University Press, 1978
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want answers to qguestions. The empathy
be. I just pointed out some distinctions between what reportersiypio

and what oral historians do. But certainly, their advice on getting someone to
speak, 1 todés good stuff. | used a | ot o

This is one of the things that oral historians have to deal with; sometimes you
go in and do a project or do a semésnterviews because you have a specific

purpose for it, that you want to do so
you encountered some conflicting views
or not. I 611 just read mahedirstOmll e t hi ngs
Hi story Association meeting. You weren

Phillip C. Brooks of the Truman Library? Recognize the name?

Right. Yes, urhmm.

AThe person who is coll ecti nrgtoasest ock
is almost by definition to be doing a more objective job than the one who is

writing his own book, especially one w
whole issue of how to keep objectivity
|l m noat ssrat eément i s correct. Il know

interviewers can be neobjective. The author of a book about someone, yes,
their objectivity is more crucial and more at risk, | think, probably. But even
an interviewer i sotdetacheddrondteetsebedi matter; t h ey

theydre interacting with the person. I
thinking in terms of the professional librarian, which is what he was, and how
the professional l i brari anmkmesesgoi ng to

than others.

The next one | wantedél donét have a d
how to do this job and was certainly coming to you and asking you lots of

guestions, one of the questions asked was, who else can | go and sit down

with and learn from them. You sent me off to the Louie B. Nunn Center in

Kentucky, and | sat down with Terry Birdwhistell. One of the things that he
mentioned has really stuck with me, maybe because it was so surprising to

hear it at the time. His basiast e ment was, Al really dor
people discover these interviews and start to use this material. That is not my
concern. My concern is to collect the information and that somewhere down

the road | know that people will find

He was drunk when he said that (both |
taking the high road. He does care a |
university money, and you always want to be able to point to achievements.

We | | , exercige $n egonf nothing else, to be able to do that.
Yes, yes. Hebés giving you the | ofty an
| 6ve al ways comforted myself that, Wel
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but I 6m not goi nBgtwe al dowant to get curstoftiused.t h a t

|l wondot tease him about that because h
care about that, | think. He was giving a good professional and honest, in its

context, answer.

That would be part of the etls of the profession of oral history?
| think so. Yes.

| wanted to go through and ask you about some of the specific projects.
Youbve already mentioned quite a few o

Yes, right.
Early on it looks like you turned to coalining. Why coal mining?

Well, because this student of miBgbbe Herndod 1 knew a | i ttl e
the labor violence and union competition in the 1930s and later, in the greater
lllinois area, including even southern lllinois. | knew about that] | was

interested. But the very first interview was done by my grad assiSaibe

Herndon She interviewed this absolute character. Here she was, a high

society dame, and he was a guy with most of his teeth missing and spoke in a
broken lItalian diact, lived down in somewhere. She got him to tell some
wonderful stories, just about mules, mules in the mines and all those things

and his immigrant experience. They were rich, rich portraits.

She started that, and then we discovered we had, not a icesabut a

gold mine in these, because most of them felt emotionally irate about the

treatment of their mine union, The Progressive Miners, by the UMW [United

Mine Workers], the big daddy mine under John L. Lewis. They had been

living forty years with the Rowledge that they had been done in by their own

uni on brethren. So, they couldndét wai't
JoeOrsaneckl , and I 6m forgetting some ot he
and we made use of that. We played the tapesamdepver again. One book

was written, based on those interviews and other oral coal mine interviews.

It sounds like you used this excerpt from this coal miner that she interviewed
as one of the examples in your book?

Yeah, | think | did. Yesl sure did.
As an example of interviewing done well.

(laughs) Talk about patting ourselves on the back. Well, it struck me that
Bobbehad done a very gifted job in this.
the people at the John F. Kengddbrary, some of the bad interviews

(laughs), so I cited those as well because they were public knowledge.
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Coal mi ning actually shows up twice in
a printout of the archives. It is organized alphabeticallyplyjects that you

had over many years. There are two times that | see coal mining: Coal Mining

and Union Activities Project, 19723. That sounds like this would have been

Bobbe Herndon.

Bobbe Herndonshe was hired by the bicentennial project tdrda. Right.

And then, lllinois Coal, a Legacy of an Industrial Society from eidiviy and
eighty-six. It

picked up again. That one is even a longer list of interviews that were being
conducted.

| wonder i f tha®&tds the ones that Carl
Oblinger?

Oblinger.

It was, yes.

Right. He worked for the agency for a while, nice guy, an old friend. One of
my studentd

The agency?

The [lllinois] Historic Preservation Agencievin Corleywas one of my
students, ad he was really enthusiastic, lived down in Taylorville. He and
Carl and somebody named Brenda Gréfimaybe another studéndid a

series of them on this. Youdbre right;
Oblinger is a good interviewer. He had daéhis work at Pennsylvania
[ Hi st orical and Museum Commi ssion] bef

pretty rich collection. | had forgotten.

Anotherond youb6ve already athépoweedordi o t hi s a
history and addressing communitieatthave otherwise been overlooked.
Obviously, the black community is one.

Yes, right.
Youdbve got the black community project

Yes,Negil McPhersorwas a Baptist minister here in town, and | worried

about hiringhind He 6 s H | a&s@k @ odhbedause he vauld ke

talking to some of his parishioners, and the role of a black preacher to his

flock is an authoritarian role, quite often. | talked to him about this, and he

said that he understood ttintewiewyouBut | al
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pari shioners; interview others. o He di
goodaB o b b e H eBurfal vanoassreasons it was important for me to
have someone who had credibility in the black community Negil did.

DePue: Jumpng way into the present time, | know you were involved a few years
back when the Springfield African American Historical Commission got
organized, with the intent of interviewing people who had grown up in the
community.

Dauvis: Right, right. That was a Wanteer effort that involved blacks and also Barbra
Dickerman Babs Dickermana wonderful woman. | taught them oral history
techniques in about three sessions, and | did some of the interviews. | was

busy, but | justeéel | i kédhredaboatthseopl e |
project, so | did some. | think theyor
DePue: In terms of helping to flesh out the historical record, maybe some of the most

valuable ones that you did early on were just a couple that dealt with the
Springfield riots in 908.

Davis: Yeah.

DePue: Did you do those yourself? Do you recall that?

Dauvis: |l donodot think so. Was it [the] Springf

DePue: Yeah, |l think that might be where it w
record here.

Davis: Race Riot. | didnterview Brittan McconneyThere were some others, |
thought; thatodés funny. Oh, see al so BI
Brittan, although he didnét have much

DePue: Well looking at the dates, 19472.

Davis: We must have done them early.

DePue: Yeah, very early.

Davis: | think they were referred to me because | was giving talks about the race riot

too. | just discovered this event through a graduate assistant nami€cbBien

In fact, he was my first graduate ms$ant in the Oral History Office, James
Krohe, a great guy, now writes a weekly columnlfiarois Timesmagazine. |
think they were referred to me because | was giving talks, and so | did them.
Lat er o mMNéglyeaht 6 s

DePue: That would certainly bene of the success stories, where you can look and
say people have used this material in writing books and adicles
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| mentioned that, right, because the author of a wonderful book about the race
riot quotes them, and the exhibit upstairs used sairtteose excerpts in the
panels.

The centennial three years ago.

Yes. But there were more than just those two, maybe soiegib s wer e
also on the race ridtyeah, race rié because there were about eight or nine
interviews that were, inre way or the other, cited in those exhibits.

|l had | ooked through some of those mys
value judgments here, but they always made very passing references to the
race riots in those interviews, which | found to besfrating.

Right. Yeah, | agredNegili s a wonder f ul guy, and | d
him, but it could have been the fact, again, that he was their minister, maybe. |

was troubled over that, but by and large, | felt this was a good way to make an
entrée into the community.

Youdre working with student s. |l woul d
students to pursue is interviewing war veterans as well. Is that the case?

Yes, yes. There were about a fair number of those. Is thatd\Wat 11 o

| 6ve got three that | |isted here.
Those are two conscientious objectors (laughs).

Yeah, that was one especially, World War Il conscientious objectors.

That s because a mature m&srHelivedet i r ed,
here, and he got interested in it. He
these. That was his great interest. I
He did a nice job on them. But what other ones do we have?

Ther e 6s aitwith the $angamod @rdnance Plant in llliopolis.
Yes. Sure, sure, by one of my students.

You mentioned already, the POW experiences of World War II.

Yes, right, yeah. Il dondt know; I may
there; hewvas a nice guy. Is that under POW? Prisoners of War. Yeah,
Gl ennéOh he enteredeéNo, he was my stud

seventies therGlennKnisswas himself a POW, so he knew these people.

They tended to gather. He was just a sweet guy, and héhisalery

seriously and interviewed a fair numbe
glad he did because theyodore prettyéHayv
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DePue: | have not.

Davis: Agai n, |l dondt want to judge their qua
|l ong after the creditéHe didndt care a

DePue: One reason | bring this upé | know you
interviews myself, but thereds no grou
have been imrviewed more than World War Il veterans. You can say the
same thing to a |l esser extent about th

adding more interviews with veterans?

Davis: | guess itdés a value judgment . Il know
many of them have been done according to really rigorous standards? A lot of
these were encouraged as volunteer eff
some money to encourage this sort of thing. It was wonderful, and

communi ti es got everhada thaneedo realy appraisedhe e n

actual guality of these interviews bec

this; it was just kind of Ado it.o | b
DePue: Youdre talking about the 0suddér@hes o me t h

auspices of the lllinois State Library, | believe.

Davis: Oh, it was the state library, not the historécal

DePue: No, youdre right.

Davis: Il think it was the [IlIllinois] Hi storic
those. | thought it waa nice idea; it was overdue in many ways because we
didndot do a | ot of World War 11 stuff.
thing. We touched on it when it came u

much, in particular, excephat there was evidens, resistance (laughs). |
welcomed that, but | never bothered finding out whether, in fact, these turned
out to be terribly useful.

DePue: What do you think of the timing for doing interviews. Veterans are a good
example of that. Politicians present th@vn challenges in that respect, but in
veterans, is it better to get this vet
after, or is it still okay to do it sixty years after?

Dauvis: |l dondt know. | have heard &dWarlegr ans t e
War Il veterans and Vietnaint hat t hey werendt prepare
experiences for a long, long time. It was only when there were national
attention paid, like the World War Il memorial in Washington and other army
veterans6 grionuwp s,f tchaarte tolugay okf hi di ng.

true, but I O6ve heard them say that.

| guess they were traumatized, or it was an ugly experience for a lot of
Gls in World War Il. They fought like hell; some of them died; many were
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injured, but their focsiwas on rebuilding their lives after the war and starting

a family and getting a house. These we
they may have been through some really, really psychologically bruising
subjects, and ther e wébletiatistdddydéor ki nd of
such people. That would be an argument against doing the interviews too

soon.

On the other hand, therebds the argu
the object of the event that happened, the likelier it is they will have a clear
menory of it. I dondt know how you deal

we only inadvertently found some World War 1l survivors who talked about it
and then had a couple of peablene of them a POW himself, the other a
pacifist himsel® who wanted to dthose particular themes.

We certainly didnét discourage stud
them got references to their war time experience in the process. When |
interviewedWally Hendersom ecent | yéyou remember we t
and the Whandéi nigt yds | dondt whet her i
one that your volunteer did. He talked a lot about his war time experience, and
he seemed to enjoy it.

He enjoyed his war time experience?

He enjoyed talking about it. Rarelydopebe say (1l aughs) éBut
invariably, they say it did them alotofgabd hat 6 s myaedx per i enc
their comrades, theyod6ére emotionally at

Now | 6m kind of |l eading towards the en
these important projects thygou dealt with politics. Besides those, are there
others that stick with you?

| was involved for three or four years in something called the National
Extension Homemakers Council, which sounds like a bureau&ratic

A

| 6m gl ad yogubemeaause nleddadarhéat t hi nk that
here.

No, it isnod6ét, but it is in the | ibrary
Nationab

Extension Homemakers Council. They got a big NEH [National Endowment
for the Humanities] grant, and a woman in soutHadiana was the promoter

of this and the director. She asked me @hdrles Morressegnd one other

oral historian to be paid consultants on the project. So, she went about doing it
the right way. She had a fair amount of money, and she did that.
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Our job was not to do the interviews themselves, but to train
interviewers al/l over the country. We
nati onal meetingséThese National Exten
have 10,000 homemakers there. These are women in thevioonwere
learning how to do their work and raise their children. It was kind of
homemaking education. They would come to these meetings, and then we had
time to train them, not adequately, but train them. Then they went out, all over
the country. | had smdoubts that this could really work from a one location
hall, but it turns out some of these women took ¢xisemely seriously.

My friendd whose name | 6ve for dwdrkecen, i n
tirelessly on it. They published about a dozen books, paplketiooks, about
the harvesting season in northern Indiana;moen schools in Ohio and
things likethat®They 6r e pretty interesting; the
memoirs. They produced a huge library of these, and they printeddifing
copies of tlem and sent a complimentary set to every state library. I think in
this state, i1itdés held by the historica

A

|l tds held right here.

Right. You know that?

Yeah, i1itbés wupstairs.
Yeah, yeah. Hense, recal6s pretty extensi
Il n general, what you know about the pr

project conducted? Was it in the eighties?

| dondt know. | abbreviated my r esume
|l think regardl eghte® i f I to6s seventies
Eighties. It wasndt the seventies; it

| think I just kind of need to say this, but to frame a que8tion
Sure, of course.

This is at a time in American history when women aresggpcing a lot of

changes themselves. The equal rights amendment was finally defeated in

1982, but it certainly didndot di mini sh
American society, and there was an el e
demeaned the periences of homemakers.

2% Eleanor Arnold, edYoices of American Homemakers (an oral higtproject of the National Extension
Homemakers CounciNational Extension Homemakers Council; 1St Edition (1985)

123



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

Dauvis: Yes.
DePue: So, my question is, what was the presentation of this project?
Davis: Right. Thatdés a great question. My r ec

been married to a farmer, grown up on a farm, loved being anferimer and
homemaker, and they were largely insulated from feminist influences. They

were homemakers and proud of it because they worked hard to support their
husbands and raise their Kkids. I donot
meetings, particalrly. This was just another part of America. This was urban

America and high education America. These women were dedicated,
interested and they conducted theseé

Now that doesnét mean there may not
arose in that hugset of [inerviewsjwher e t he woman sai d, T
doing this, and so | got a job in the
an issue that arose to us. We would have sensed it because | was certainly a
feminist, andCharlie Morressewas a feministlf that feeling had arisen in
any manifestation, we would have addre
fair game, and you ought to encourage
you call it? They just werenot part of

DePue: You thirk this was more of a celebration of being homemakers and that aspect
of the culture of society?

Davis: |l think so. By and | arge, thereds a | o
tragedies, in this. But by and large, | think they felt very good ahothis
may be a form of selelection. If they belong to National Extension
Homemakers and they go to their annual
system. So, | think probably a lot of these interviews are favorably disposed
towards their subjects.

Infact, we instructors talked about
we thought that it was a limitation. But this, after all, was sponsored by the
Extension Homemakers Council. Not that they were against getting candor, in
fact they wanted candor, blte whol e t hing, invariably
were interviewed and interviewed were part of the system. They went to their
meetings, and they believed in it.

DePue: Let6bs get into the politics then.
Davis: Yeah.
DePue: | think, before you got to Sangamon Statel before you got into oral history,

Adlai Stevenson was interviewed. That was sseyen to severdgne. It
might have been that it ended up in Columbia [University], maybe that you
guys were the benefactors that Columbia was to pass them on.
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Davis: Could be.

DePue: Nineteen seventfive, Adlai Stevenson &

Davis: The third.

DePue: €t he otyliurdd d& would hgave been interviewed. Were you involved
with that?

Dauvis: No. Someone in the |ibrary was. Wait a
have an AdlaStevenson project? [looking through records] No, yeah.
Il nterviews by Kenneth Davis, he was a
surprisedéand Walter Johnson. This was

from Columbia. | think we requested it of Columbechuse Stevenson had
worked here, and they were happy to send us that microfiche.

Then therebs some other s&maabéelt a min
waséWell, these are not our Stephéner vi ews
Bean. [He]interviewed several pple about Governor Adlai Stevenson, the
second; that was Governor Stevenson. He was a Stevenson fan, and he
interviewed three people.

DePue: So, that was Adlai Stevenson Il that was interviewed in sexfaety°

Davis: Governor and defeated presidentiahdidate.

DePue: Right. That gets us then to the point of what | think are some of the things
youdbre most proud of in your <collectio

have said it that way.

Dauvis: No, thatoés true. |l think itdés fair.

DePue: How did itcome to pass that you started to get into the political interviews
because 1tds a bit of a movement away

Davis: Right . |l was al ways anxious to grow th

my decision, but | goiotknow a wonderful guy named Bill Day, who had

worked for the State in the legislative research council [lllinois Legislative

Councilld it was then calledl for some years. Then in retirement, here in

Springfield, he was named publisheilbhois Issuesmagazine. | saw him

frequently; he was a nice guy. Somehow, one day we got talking, and he said,
AYou know, there ought toéo | think it

30The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library has an extensive interview conducted with Adlai Stevenson I,

covering his entire political caretltat was conducted in 2000. Both the audio cassette tapes and a transcript are
available in the Libraryés AV Department. I n 2014 Dr .
gubernatorial races in 1982 and 1986, where he lost both racesemn@odim Thompson. Those interviews

are available at the Oral History website, underGbgernor Jim Thompsaproject.

125



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

hustled him. He said, AThere ought to
thee fascinating senators and reps [rep
people thought that was the gol den age
golden age today (laughs), who knows? But there were certain figures who
were considered great heroes. Arahad contacts at the legislative research
counci | because hedd formerly been its

He and | talked to one of the assistant directors, Gerry Gherardini. We
floated this idea before him, and he thought it was kind of interesting. |

remember himay i ng, #ABut Cull om, we work for
lobby for things. We can tell legislators that we would embrace doing this

work, i f they ask us, but we canod6t ini
to do this, because Bill Day isndét. o

Sa | went to see my state reps. From there | learned who the chair was
of the Senate Finance Committee, and | discovered there was a new state rep
in the House who had been a social studies teacher. He was on the legislative
research council advisory boatanet with him. He was a young guy, very
nice, and he was excited about this. He thought it was great, but he had no
clout. He was a freshman rep, but he was excited. So, gradually | get a toe
hold, but | met really difficult obstacles.

The chairman oftte Senate Finance Committee never wanted to talk
to me. | waited and waited and waited in his office many days, until |

finallyé He agreed to walk with me to
urinate. (DePue laughs) That was when | made my pitch. So, fib tedfour
minutes.

Also, in the Senate, of course, the head of the legislative research
council was your and my friend, Dawn Clafketsch who was always so

busy that, while she was a nice person
mundane need. | likedhe, admi red her politically v
think she was able to do much because
Chicago guy did.

DePue: Would that be Howar@arroll?

Davis: Yes, thank you, Howar@arroll. She may have quietly put in a goodnd to
hi m, |l dondt know, but this plus the g
| egi sl ative research council into subn

was $27,000, $25,000 to launch the Legislative Oral History Project. Lo and

behold, in the nanight hours of the end of the session, it passed. | told you

the story about how | was in the gallery, and this jerk down on the floor, who

was a state rep said, AOral hi story, o
that was a dirty joke.
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If I can continue, we got this modest grant. | had to hire a person or a
person and a half, a typist and an int
named Horac®¥/aggonerwho was a retired lieutenant colonel the air force,
nice guy, but gruff voice, a chain snesklived down in Waggoner, lllinois,
actually, (both laugh) same name. He was devoted. | had hired him to do this
Shawneetowibank project that the Department of Conservation funded. He
had done a fair job, though | learned that he was a pretty woo@evieuter.

He had his outline, and unupquksdonsy ou, he
But he worked his head off. He just was extremely conscientious, as you are.

So, | hired him for this project. Banks were one thing; politicians were

another. Butheidd hi s best. | 6m not proud of a
respectable job, and he did the I ionds
| 6m curious about this. | guess | 6ve g

able to convince the legislature to helpous by doing their own interviews.
They have egos. Why woul dndét they be e
to preserve their likeness?

| think that nowadays the attitude would be a little more receptive, except
t heyore br oke. nditureneretwasdinygdtivould heefoure x p e

ti mes that now, at | east. |l just donoét
receptive to new ideas, though you kno
bel ow the spotlight. | t dtmlaaye albeal a gr eat
friend in the museum, who &Goaognshél dondt
board, on t héewhaog ewocuyldds sbaoya,r di Yes, go a

Well, I need to keep the focus on what was happening then.
| understand, of coursb,ut t hat &s just a | ittle

Was there some discussion going in, wh
do it in the first place? What kind of legislature? What kind of stature you
were looking for?

| was smart enough because | knew a littteabout what had happened in
other state® not much, but a little bit. Not much had happened, but | had
known about id that we wanted it to be {partisan and that we wanted older
peopld® preferably retired from the state house, | thodgthiat they might

hae a | ittle more reflective quality,

sessionéFirst of all, they hate Spring
busy constantl y. I knew that, i f they
them in their hometownsanyway and even then, theyore

thought retired legislators would make sense.

Was that the main reason, just the timing?

127



Davis, Cullom #Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

lllinois General Assembly Oral History Program Advisory Committee, May 1980. Notation on
reverse of photo states: Standing L-R: Bob Howard, Gerry Sherandion, Sam Gove, Don Holt,
Dave Everson, Bill Day.

Dauvis: Yeah.
DePue: How about their willingness to speak candidly?
Davis: | thought, out of office,ltey would be willing to speak candidly, more so,

because in this system, the speaker has immense power. | thought the candor
would be better. | also thought we needed to have as much geographic
representation as we could, and of course, | put togetheefalbaselected
advisory board, some retired journalists and Bill Day, the guy | mentioned,

and a political scientist on the campu
remember.
DePue: We talked about this before. How valuable is it to talk abi@ags right after

an event versus many years later? It just so happens that, in 1984, Bill Day
interviewed you on this very subject. Do you not recall?

Dauvis: Youdre kidding. No. I I nterviewed hi m,
DePue: He interviewed you, and ydalked at length about the establishment of this
program.
Davis: That 6ll be more accurate.
DePue: Part of what was discussed was the importance of your being involved with

the internship program going into this, as well.
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| 6d f or got oteemtokndwgeople downratathe legislative research

council because | was a egear director of the internship program. | had to

meet with some of the chief legislative assistants, high employees, in the

Republican and Democratic House and Senate sTdféd was a real

advant age. Il was known to those peopl e
about that, but that made a real difference.

Reading this and hearing you talk abou
hustler before; it sounds as thdugpu really had to hustle for this.

Yeah, Il di d. It was demeaning in many
want to exaggerate it, but it was demeaning. It was hard to find a legislator

who was really willing to talk to me about this. And threes | knew | needed,

the chairmen of the finance committees
head of the House Finance Committee was, but for some reason it was the

Senate that was the more critical. | got it, but he got his pound of flesh.

What spefically did you use the money for?

| think | probably hired Horace Waggoner for about $12,000.
Was that for the yearly salary?

Yeah.

That was essentially it?

Andthenwegotahalf i me secr et ary fgomvhate$es, 00O . I
benefits there were. Well, it had to equal $25,000 or $20,000. It was very
little, but in thosedays,i t waséHorace was thrilled t

Were some travel expenses included in that?

Yes, we had to have a couple thousdaliars because he would drive his
truck to these interviews, or occasionally both of us went to Chicago. There
we had some hotel expenses but not a lot.

Another oné | donot wa n tod butdhe Himois StatesGraftt h e s e
project?

Yes.

Is that something distinct from the lllinois General Assembly Oral History
project?

Yes, itis. It was a better label that | later thought of, but | think that was in
connection with the executive branch.
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Thi s o n e-dghttosegiy-va.t vy

Yes, right. That was the executive branch, people who had worked for, or in a
few cases been, state executives, right.

I know one of them because | intend
Michaelson?

Michaelsonyight.

So, there are several in here in the Ogilvie administration. Are there others
that you can recall?

Ogilvie in generalDegrasswa s € No, it was Wal ker .
HowardDegrass?

Yeah, Howard was a newspaper reporter, covering a bdrofnistrations.

Emil, 1 think, was for [Gov. William] Stratton. [Johifolbe was Ogilvie,

[John W., Jr.McCarterwas Ogilvie, [Jeremiah] Marsh was Ogilvie,

[ Josephine] Oblinger actually was a
Departmentof Aging and | doddt know whi ch

That would be CatD b | i nngpther?®d s

Right, exactl y. EdPresgpoesaltthewayieckid er hi
Stratton, | thinkMorris Scottwas head of a tax payers federation, so he knew
all these people. [Fre@dcke, | think, goes back to Stratton. [Geord&lgge

was a crook (both laugh). He was a reporter, but he lobbied for the

t

0

St

Mc Cor mick Convention Center. Reporters

worked for theTribune the Tribunewanted it, and they, of courseanted it
named for Robert R. McCormick, publisher of #réoune Put two and two
toget heréand Dan Wal ker, yeah.

Getting a former governor to sit down

coup?

He was more than willing, just as | think Btill is. Ogilvie was impossible. |
had all kinds of entrées to Ogilvie through the people | interviewed and some

31 Guide to the Oral History Collection of the University of lllinois at Springfidlthives Special Collections.
http://library.uis.edu/archives/collections/oral/contents.l{imtessed August 22, 2014)

32 pr. Ronald Michaelson began his career in State government as an assistant to then lllinois Governor
Richard Ogilvie. He spent the following several years teaching at Sangamon State University. In 1974 he

returned the arena of State government to head the State Board of Elections, newly created to interpret election

laws and coordinate procedures for tddelections. Dr. Michaelson became the board's first executive
director, serving in that position for 29 years. (https://votesmart.org/pstaliement/12719/remichaelsor29-
yearsat-the-illinois-stateboardof-elections#.XG3IT2eWzcs)
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personal friends, particularfohn McCarterwho was his budget bureau

chief. All of them either called or wrote, encouraging Ogilvie bio tame. |

could never get past his gdteepers; he had a formidable secretary. | never
even could talk to him on the phone. [It] broke my heart because | admired
him, but he just wasndét iIinterested.

Do you know why?

It was a bitter defeabfr hi m. wasbusyi; hre kvas lFuaning the
Burlington Railroad or something like that.

The defeat in this case was 1972 when Dan Walker beat him.

Dan Wal ker, right. He may not have tru
didhaveallkils of entr ®es that just didnodt
the entrées may have spoken to him but not his secretary. The word may not

have gotten through to his secretary because she was the only person | could

reach. | wrote letters to him too, But

Were youpersonally intending to interview Ogilvie?
Yeah.

I n retrospect, do you t diohddofthésat 6 s one
political interview®) more valuable than some of the other parts of the
collection? It was obviouslgrior to the coal mining series.

Yes, the coal mi ning ranks there becau
their lives would not have been covered. So that is unique and colorful and
important. And they had strong feelings about what they dideTolb a i r , | 6d

have to look at all these, but | think, probably yes. | would say the lllinois
State Craft and the Legislative Oral F
major projects of the office.

A

This one has some interesting things; kAererican Affairs,j t 6 s a
little dry. But this is a student of mine who then, as | say, went all over the
country getting those. The others are kind of kimm really.

By the time youbre doing al/l these pol
sponsoringanddogn t hese i nterviews, youbre ter
experience of being an oral historian.

Right.

Thatdéds about the timeframe that you ar
Association. That happened in 1983 and eigbty.

Yes,sthiaglbt. Thatods right.
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How did that come to pass?

Well , it was a natur al progression. | O
el ective position; | 6d been chairman o
program. So, | 6d bhemmks. wor ki ng my way u

Is that something you aspired to?

Yeah, sure. But also, | found out | was very popular, so it was gratifying. |

was Vvice president, which then made me
and | worked very hard on that that year. My allies on the program were

Anne Ritchie and Don Ritchi¢ghen not married. No, no, excuse me; Ann

Ritchie and TerrBirdwhistell, excuse me again, because the meeting was in
Lexington, Kentucky, and both of them lived there.

| assume Anne Ritge was not Ritchie at the time.

No, her name was Anne Campbell. | 6m so
thereds no such thing as fax orél wrot
typewritten on my olegfashioned manual office typewriter. They used to laugh
about them. Theydd get about canker ee mi s
get this speaker? Can you get that speaker? | want to do this. | want to do that.
They | iked it because | was giving a |
wanted this to be spetia

We changed the whole format of the annual meeting, which had
always been called a workshop for two days, followed by a colloquium. | said,
AWe should integrate these. They shoul
did the annual meeting and integrateatkshops throughout the whole
period, and the same with subject choices. We really worked hard. We
produced a program for that that was ten times better than the previous
programs, more information in it. It was an extremely successful meeting. We
had alot of attendance, and we had sponsored events; we got sponsors to host
nice receptions and all.

Do you remember the number of attendees roughly?
| think it was close to 500.
So, it had grown exponentially since when you first goboard.

Yes, yes, exactly. We knew it would be a high number because oral history
was big stuff in Kentucky. There was an official state commission, and the
universities were active. It was lucky for me we met in Lexington that year.

| know that today, much of it is oriented around the presentation of papers.
Was that going on at the time?
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Yes. Yes, it was.
But you mentioned workshops.

Oral workshops. Well they stil]l do a |
Workshop and storth, yeah.

Especially the first couple of days, they offer some workshops.

Yes. They stil |l hav-misigomemayavethatoree . | f
later.

Any issues that were hot at the time?
Methodological issues @rganizational issues?
Both.

Onefierce organizational issue was conducting the vote for president at the

annual meeting, which always occurred on Sunday. Some people who had to
catch planes couldndét atteddoét haf meedtdi
go to the meeting but were members, cO
Donald Ritchie ar gued that this wasndt the ri
for an organization, that it ought to be by mail vote. There werérokts in

the assoiatiod notld wh o sai d, AThat 6s sacril ege.
up should get to vote. o Well, thatods b
their way. A |l ot of people didnot

l Om smiling here because you de®fer to
f r i e ardeadearimgerm.

Yes, because thatodés the way they regar
and fortunately that logic prevailed, but it was a big fight. It took a year for the
association to agree to have mail ballots. [Thezesfissues like that. The

issues between tape cassette andtoerdel when | first joined it, those were

big issues. The issues between transcription and some alternative to
transcription wereéThese were al/l me t h

Wh a t 0 s rnaive to ardnsception?

One of the activists in the association developed a system where he could use
the counter on a tape recorder to identify places in a tape where the subject is
generally introduced. He would then produce a pretty fairlyideta d i nde x é
not an index, a table of contents. It could be ten pages long for a tape

recording, and you could fakirward to where the meter said you should be

for that to begin.

So, you wouldnét have to r ethecAudiohe t r an
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That ds right. But it still was awkward
with CDs, there would be ways to index directly. It was an argument though.
Some programs just didndét feel they <co

that; it was hard fousto afford it. But that was settled. There were always
issues.

Was there any discussion during your tenure as president or vice president
about best practices?

We met at a series of meetings, the first one being at Wingspvb&h is a
conference center in southern Wisconsin, owned by the Johnson Company
Foundation. They exist expressly to host small conferences of maybe-twenty
five people for an organization to deal with an issue. We got the bid one year,
expenses paid, tmeet to talk about best practices or what we called rules &
regul ationséTherebdbs a publication.

Theyodore referred to now as fibest pract

Yes. It previously had some ot her name
days or so and hammeredtahese details. | was very interested in that but

not to the point that some peopl e were
but there were serious arguments over ethical and procedural matters. |

participated in those, and there have been subseghanges to that, with the

advent of video interviewing and so forth.

Was there concern at t hat ti me about t
talking about tapes versus réeireel.

There always has been; ttthatr\Webwulda!l ways
try to get expert advice on that from archivists and even occasionally from

some representative at one of the tape
course, going to give you reassuring comments. Even the national archives, |

think, at ongooint advised us. We were given all sorts of advice that, if you

keepreetor eel tapes, theyodébre going to get
splice. Cassette tapes, I|little better
every year , eotthroughher edl | be bl e

By the time you get to 1984, youbre th
back fourteen years or more.

Yes.
Was there concern that these things were slowly degrading?
Yes. We tested them. We dutifully rewouth@m every year. My secretary

kept the stuff right by her then; she did other work, and she just rewound
them.
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DePue: Fastforward or fastrewind?

Davis: Yeah, yeah. That may have hel ped, but
where there has been bleedbtigh of the signal on both sides. | think now
theydove all been converted to CDs.

DePue: Digitized in some sense.

Dauvis: Digitized, right, excuse me.

DePue: Webve covered a | ot of territory, but

to talk about som of your contributions to the literature as well.

Davis: Oh, yeah (laughs), okay.

DePue: You were able to find some time to reflect on your professional experience?

Davis: Sure. Either because | was invited to give a talk, as | was at Baylor University,
at a kind of prestigious panel. That meant expenses paid and even an
honorarium.

Then the other one was because | had a colleague at the university here
who was a professional gerontologist. She was hosting national conferences
here on gerontology and askme to give a talk. | had already begun reading
some of the I|Iiterature in gerontology
therapy. o That was their term for it,
to it, just as an oral historian. In my talk, | nosaime interesting parallels and
differences, which is the way you often do things like that.

That prompted my coll eague to say
it,o and so they did. | thought it h
| had one othe fresher, more original commentaries on life review therapy,
among oral historians. It certainly was news to psychologists because they
never thought about a field called history that was pertinent to them. It never

got a lot of attention that | can rember, but | think it was fairly original.

ad

DePue: The name of the book that this appeared Makues, Ethics and Aging
(Frontiers in Aging Serigswhichwas published in eightfive, and your
article i s AO0Oral Hi st orvy:weftcheounts of
similarities and differences you saw between what gerontologists are trying to
do and what historians are trying to do?

Davis: Okay. One obvious similarity, both practices involve a professional
interviewing an older person about their life expedes. The professional
might be a case worker, might even be a nursing home administrator, but
these are professionals, in one way or the other. So, the past is a focus of
thesd | dondt really remember what was sa&
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because | pided the similarities to some extent (laug@hand that both of
them find that older people like to reminisce.

Both oral historians and life review therapistho do it for that

reasod discover that older people enjoy, generally, the exercise of memory

oft heir | ife experiences. |l tds positi
hi storians rarely talked about that

often noteé | wused to sayél think
respond positivelyo being interviewed.

Yeah, you certainly did.

And what other common causes? They
the intervi é&éwtheecause
nursing hom@ for life review therapy to be taped because 6 s not a

preservation of

d

V €
be
S a

on

psychiatrist trying to analyze a perso
privacy argument there, especially sin
You used the terms in the article A on

(Il aughsgyd 6ahandgvi ng t hese. Al nfor mant ?

jargon, | guess.

For what an oral historian is collecting?

Yes. Well, from the person being interviewed. And what did | call the other?

ACIients, 0 that tfihe geeontgogistpl e wer e

Oh. No, no, the informant is the person being interviewed. Did | talk about
client as thd

c

That was the term you used for the relationship between the gerontologist and
the person thatodos being interviewed.

Wellthawasamis a mi s nodmer . I'tdés the
| might have misstated what you have in here.
No, no. | 6m sure you didnodt .

One of the things that struck me

n

i e

r e

you donét necessamwillogithisnlorabowt oil to,gi

doing the interview, perhaps, to help them get beyond some of the issues.
Yes.

And in many cases, oral historians, by the nature of the craft, steer clear of
some of those taboo issues.
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Yes,exactly. di dnét think of doing that, but
no doubt that, for the gerontologist, it was a therapeutic experience. | think |
mentioned that oral historians have often discovered the joy that people take

in reminiscing about theirlives But we werenodt doing it
were doing it for historyds sake. They
beingbs sake. Therefore, we were inter

interested in the process. That meant, in our case, thegbtoad to be
something that could survive.

| wanted to share on record, what | think is a wonderful quote. You are

quoting Ronald Blythe from hisThe View in Winte} Reflections on Old Age.
Youdbve already touched ionng)t hiilst a sc otuhpel
of old men and women to become their own confessors, poets, philosophers,
apol ogists and story tellers. o

That 6s wonder ful ; Il didndt remember |
Yeah, | think that reallgncapsudtesit.
Yes, itis; itis.

Now | 6m going to read a rather | engthy
what you are stating in the article.

Okay.

(reading) AOur i nformants understand t
aboutthemisgani ne, not patronizing. o

Ahh.

AWe want to use them, and that is a gr
Yes. Il think I said that, didnot 172

|l 6m reading this. | 6m reading you dire
Yes. Okay, right.

And t hi sainse&e.onltfi nlue her e, AMoreover, |

possession they can generously share and yet still retain. Third, informants
discover that their life experience has meaning, not only for themselves, but
for countless others who may study and learn frioffhe recognition that

oneds | ife story has meaning for wuntol
rewarding sensation. o And finally, Al n
tangible legacy or a gift to their families and to posterity. In short, cstdrly

imparts dignity, stature,selfes pect, and significance
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Thank you. Yeah, | thought about all t
about that sort of thing | 6ve thought
workisnd condescending. Wedre actually as:s
something for us, not AHow can | do so
would take issue, but they are thinkin
feel thatos truet dbubeéendphndékelddnow bha
particularly.

The way youodove framed this, and | coul
that this was a wonderful, serendipito
expected to stumble across this fact.

Aslt hought about it systematically, yea
good a set of ideas. I havendt bothere
older people in hisboodkKHe may parrot that or ignor
havenot | oheldifedfthdse idead (laughs)sor if there is one. It
doesndét matter. But | was proud of tha

about the article, no message from any
breakthrough. o6 (both | augh)

| certainly appreci@d it; | found it enjoyable.
Well good. Thank you; thank you.

| have to admit here, when we get to t
hands now, | really enjoyed readitids a few years ago, when | stumbled

across it when | was searchitige internet and, | think, looking for your

name. | 6m r ef er r D fetgne ged thewightaintameifas thik n o wn  a
because it has a formal name and an informal Ba8weccess and Excess:

Oral History at High Tiddpublished 1988 by Baylor Universityit 6 s al s o
known as fADavisbés Jeremiad. 0

Thatdéds right. The reviewer said that,
How did you come to write this?

Agai n, | 6d been offered a stipend and
which otherspeakers were among the respected leaders of our field. So, this

was flattering. | knew the host would be very gracious because Baylor

[University] always does that.

Then | decided what 69 ldothgseortofant t o
thingd | had been cuttg out clippings or other things kind of in a file of
miscellanea. | got in the habit of looking at these literary magazines, and in
the want ad section, | kept findidgn New York Timeand other8 these

33 Donald A. Ritdie, Doing Oral HistoryOxford University Press, 2d Ed. 2003.
http://www.amazon.com/Doin@ralHistory-Donald Ritchie/dp/019515434{faccessed August 29, 2014)
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ries, fAFor any on eolfiydlease gehirtaucht h e a u

[
writing a book on Tobias Wol ff.o

| thought, Well, thatoés interesting
about a particular thing. | collected these, and then it struck me as kind of
amusing because t hbeu themethodoadf orafjhisiony g t
the good practices of or al hi story;
book, which is very different from c
little critical.

@)
-
D o0

There were some other examples | gdeks ¢ @metnbed some
ot her things thatéOh, I know, AWedl |l w
in the blanks, and -wewnd poolkdutcel amade
because some of these ads were, | thought, over the top for this sort of thing.

So, | was nang that oral history had become very popular in the
popular mind, and therefore, as one would expect, | suppose, there were
people who are trying to exploit it for their own commercial purposes.

DePue: This is kind of an aside here, but perhaps the pastilar, most welknown
oral historian at that timeras Studs Terkett

Davis: Yes Alex Haley®®
DePue: Let6bs take Studs first. Wkt did you 't

Dauvis: Oh, 1 enjoyed it, very much. | d hought
editing and authenticity because he simply was both author and collector. And
the author combined with the collector has the liberty to do pretty much what
they want with their tapes. They may even take liberty with a few words, but
certainly they camxtract something and use it in a way that serves their
pur pose. |l have no quarrel with that;
authoreéewWell, | have used my own oral h
been the only s our cthesecHamncte®tand,dasizallyg a s e,
he used, apparently, his interviews to
take him at his word. | think he was an ethical man, but who knows?

34 Louis "Studs" Terkel was an American author, historian, actor, and broadcaster. He reeeRelttzbr

Prize for General Nofriction in 1985 forThe Good Waand is best remembered for his oral histories of
common Americans and for hosting a lemgning radio show in Chicago.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studs_Terhel

35 AlexanderMurray PalmeHaley, a journalist, began thinking about the significance of this family lore when
he started using tape recordings to prepare a biographical sketch of jazz trumpeter, Miles Davisiag@mvork
his book,The Autobiography of Malcolm Xhesestrengthene his interest in oral history and turned his
attention to the African heritage of American blacks. On a trip to Gambia he learned of very old men living in
the backcountry who were walking encyclopedias of local history. From interviews with such dHalasy,
ultimately wrote his widely acclaimed bodRpots,anaccount of seven generations of his family.
(https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/rdntsalex-haley/)
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Heds not neces s-agardedyin otalmistergdies, thouphy we | |
No, | know that. There ade
Can you explain why?

combi nin
s two ver

Because of

t ha
coll ecting of

because hebod
t e

S
ory. Thered

t,
his
|l s that to sayeinsates?heds not objectiv

Of course not. Hebés not objective, rig
to be. He wants to write a good, popul
historian; he was a great entertainer, a great interviewer on air and entertainer.

But I have no illusions about his stretching things for a good yarn.

| wonder if part of the dislike, or perhaps disdaithhat might be too strong a
wordd that some oral historians had towards popular historiansStikes
Terkel,was that diminishethem in the eyes of their fellow academicians?

No, I think itdéds envy. Thatods, maybe,
are envious of someone who gets such attention and makes so much money

from plying a craft, which they ply with more cost&nt attention to norms

and good practices. Therefore, their, not resentment, but their distaste for this,

as being just popular Iliterature and n
al so thereds something to histaterialL hey ér e
|l Om sur e.

The ot her name t hat I hadnot even t hou
| just mentioned that.
Yeah.

Oh, yeah, yeah. Of course, it was partly autobiography, but a lot of oral
history in it, sure. And he wrote a biogtey of Malcolm X, of course, which
was based heavily on interviews. Listeoth Terkeland Alex Haley

addressed meetings of the Oral History Association and were received with
great fanfare, particularly Haley, just the year after his book came out, which
was a sensation.

After Rootscame out?

Yes. It was al most anélt was a subject
racial discrimination and racial anonymity. Studs also did subjects that

appealed to historians, but none of them was &bleter likeRoots But he

was a great success when he spoke. So, part of us is envious or snobbish
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

towards them; part of wus |l oves to read
seriously what they say about the past.

Let s get back .too ADavisbés Jeremi ad

Yes.

| 6m going to read a quote that you had
of Popularityo (Davis |l aughs). fAMemory
of history iIif ités examined,ncompared
essence,&at | east t hatdodhe eseaentaltissue yot leadveith a wa y
some of the faults in the way oral history was being practiced.

Yes, right.

You divided it up into three different
History: Writing history thatos over whel
interviews, with Iittle other source n
|l 6m not sure instant history is the wa

source fault, yeah, | continue, though there aseifeating books of
interviews, no doubt about it.

Studs TerkeWwould be a good example of that.

Yeah, of course. And there are others
youdbve got a judicious, bal anced, comp

The example you used we®ices from Cooperstown Her e ydudbdve go
Okay, right. There was a dreadful book on baseball.
Which you called, fAltoés not history bu

Yeah (laughs). It is.

The next categoryvea what you | abeled AVanity Hi
for a family or individual to preserve
Yes. Those were the offers youbdd get t

company, based on a shallow, usually a shallow, interview. Thesenat
trained interviewers; these were hacks working for some company.

But you were getting offers yourself to do such things.
Yes.

What was your response in those cases.
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

|l wasnodt asked, but | echumalwasatramedpons e.
historian, and | asked hard questions, and | included everything that was in

t here. | didndét exclude things that we
did it honestly. | candét say the same

hi story because you donét stroke vanit

Yeah, your <criticism that vyo wrote fr
perversion of oral hi storyos purpose.
to honesty and candor . o

Yeah.

And the | ast category you described as
Oh god, did | throw that in too? (laughs)

I 61 | read the quote here, and kind of
ltdés a clever name | gave; itds Living

A Mo der n sAaweealffair with @xperiencing, #nacting, and sensing

the past, rather than carefully sifting and studying it, the seductive array of

places and programs, goods and services that invite us to explore the past with
our senses: sight, sound, smell,tasted t ouch, rather than

That is kind of a snobbish view, a con
illusions when | go through the [Abraham Lincoln] Presidential Museum that

l Om |l iving history. |1 t0s obhinsuperb muse
verisimilitude. But it is a museum, and the people who created it had things

they wanted to say, which may or may not be what you want to know about

Lincoln. All these living history sites are farheck, | go to a lot of theé but

I dondt imprisenhlstory di enguring walue.

Does this get us to the tension between public history and academic history?
You didnét necessarily address it in t
Hi storyo does.

A lot of public historians are involvad institutions that do living history;

thatds true. But they do other things
historical research for law firms; they write company histories, maybe

favorably but maybe accurately. Public historians, many of them footke
government, and their job is to do a t
park service or anything or with the armed forces.

They do the most professional job t

dondét think itds s o tmepulilichistgryfleld dwithwant t o
but it is true that a lot of public history consists of living history.
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DePue: Is one of the challenges or problems of oral history, as a profession, that so
many people think they can just dive in and do it, without mwashitrg or
forethought into it?

Davis: | guess that was the point | was making. It seems denigrating toward
ent husi asts, but I 6ve tried in my worHKk
inspire people to do oral history, to urge them to read a textbootadbge,
t hat sort of thing. But itdés a fine |1

career, which are pretty good, which were based on very little experience,

some reading and some classes at workshops. I think my technique has

i mproved, dsutt énhy htarveec K her e now. Il jus
my mouth outpaces my mind.

DePue: That s because webve been at this for
my limit for how long these things should be.

Davis: | was tryi ngéMayibhansweringyaudldope do.e poi nt

DePue: Absolutely. Would you still be proud to stand by what you had laid out here in
ADavisbébs Jeremiad?0o0

Davis: | smile because | think the critic had a point. But actually, | was glad to do
that. It seems to me it was kinflaclarion call that | thought was well suited
because we were enjoying this relatively vast popularity. But we also were
seein@ not in our own midst bdt instances of abuse and manipulations that
were inappropriate. So, yeah, | stand by it.

DePue: This gd much more of a response than your article on gerontology.

Davis: Yes, it got a response, period. I doné
gerontology (laughs). It was a jeremiad, and jeremiads will get responses. |
also got a lot of very favorable remarks. di dndét save those,
have them somewhere, but they werenot

DePue: What was the feedback that you were getting then?

Davis: Somebody ought to do it; somebody had

lot of such comrants, but some people wrote me, and the response at the
meeting was very favorable.

DePue: Any criticism?
Davis: At the meeting, the moderator said, AV
on all these people. o0 | saibdyeanfi Wel | é0

there was some questioning of whether | was-ogacting.

DePue: Would you agree that oral history is a form or a subset of public history?
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Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

|l think itdéds a reasonabl eéYes, for exa
history program, suregbc ause it is a form of publi
taught in a university. Youdbre reachin

Can you discuss a little bit then about the tensions that exist between public
history and academic history because you kind of stradldédence as well?

Yeah, well theyodre pretty familiar, bu
public history as a discipline to be r
for any discipline thatos nefwlyt o be re
recognized. You wonodot find it taught a

history is taught, and public history even less so, except in public history
programs.

I n fact, public history consists of
broad descption of those. It includes archives work; it includes genealogical
research; it includes historical editing; it includes oral history and others. It is
just a rubric or an umbrella for a number of practices that, together, have in
common their publicoret at i on or service. |1t hasn¢
the academy, but there are plenty of u
universal by any means.

| 6ve heard complaints among my own col
to their almamater and the alma mater is trumpeting the successes of their
graduates, those who have gone into the world of public history rather than
academic history are not even listed.

| think their complaints are understandable.

What is itthatthe@a demi ci anséWhy do they disres
perhap8

They dondt bother really looking into
it

hi storians have done, which is cred a
about how the university ought to betheginning and end of all research,

and this acts as if itdéds somehow the c
know, itdéds snobbery, 1 think. They don
obligation to the public. They have an obligation to historical tremtthey

j ust dthenpéemiseb uy

Have you experienced some of that yourself? Do you have any anecdotes to

tell me?

Oh, sure, sure. | remember arguments with a few friends | subsequently made

at the University of lllinois about why thepydh 6t have any public
courses. The two that | spoke to said,
to do. Thatos for places | i ke Sangamon
do, 0 in other words, i nferihaveai nsti tut
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DePue:

Davis:
DePue

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Dauvis:

DePue:

Davis:

# Interview # HSA-L-2011-037

narrower sense and a strictly academic sense and the monk sense. Public
history is kind of going public, just like oral history involves conversation.
And the monk view of historical research is pretty deeply engraved.

The next thing, the ¢ controversy or issue that | think oral history is

wrestling with right now | tried to distill it into the fewest wordsl et 6 s

it academic versus activist oral history.

Oh, yeah, yeah. | tend toward the conservative end of that question.

Can you kind of lay out the parameters of that discussion?

|l t6s whet her t

here is th

history or all history is relative and, therefore, whatever you want to say that
p o keiare peopelwhoabelieva tticd al Mistoey is

Wel |l , yes.
Ssuits your
the reflec
admit that
history. |
campai gn.

tion of the aut
thatdés true in

hor éds bi as
ma-freg case

dondot t himankin dJomeslargerrsocials h o u

| dondt think vy

ou shoul d

for action. | never accepted that; it was argued in the sixties very widely. | just
somewhat more cons
illumination, discovery, but not to motivate action.

have a

Where is the oral history community today on this issue?

I t hin

kK it

0s divided deep

er vafori ve vi

ly. The 1i

you go to the meetings, many of the sessioasativist related, whether it

has to
econom
guess,

do
i c h
but

with gender his
i story. Thereods
|l Om not consci

| 6m speaking to a gener al

tory, wome
an agenda
oing & wherf it
audi ence.

Is that one of your, uh, well, never mind. (Davis laughs) How strongly do you
hold your concerns about that trend?

Oh, it

donot

6s t

have

roubl ed me. interestihatendingeralk e n
history meetings. But the same is true of the Organization of American
Historians, and most of their sessions are agéadad. Yeah, it troubles me,

but I still love doing history. Going to meetings is just one thing to do; you

to do that.

Are there any other issues or controversies that are animating oral history
discussions today?

Ther e

ar e

met hodol ogi cal

over digitalization, but there was forawhile. d on 0t

obvious step.
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DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DePue:

Davis:

DeRue:

Davis:

There is a school that insists that yo
reluctant to embrace the visual aspects as well. Part of that is a logistical
guestion.

Yes, and a mood question too.
A mood question?

Mood. | worry, even with people who have been familiar with television

technology for years, the intrusion of a camera operator and their self

consciousness of being interviewed on tape can inhibit, to some extent. | may
bemst aken; | havendét said they do inhit

We have been at this for a while. Do you have any conclusions, in terms of
your experiences as an oral historian?

Let me just say [something] about both aspects of my careerathatd/v e

covered, Sangamon State/UIS and oral history. | look back on those two

adventures as adventures and two that were never part of my destiny (laughs).

It was just timing and luck, but I have immensely enjoyed both of them. They

have rewardedmefarbeywd anyt hing that | 6ve cont |

| have been very happy in retiremen
honest work in an institution and in a field which | had the right aptitude for.
So, | flourished in those environments. It was total chancd candt expl @
had the kind of personality that would perhaps have been susceptible to oral

history. But the actual occurrence nee
|l ndi ana University. Who knows? But | 0n
that fate? Itodés a Ilittle hard to believ

Fate along with a lot of perseverance, some skill applied?

Energy. | dondt know how much | persev
certainly was energized by what | enjoyed about them.

This has been a very enjoyable and very useful conversation to me as a
practicing or al historian. I thank you
going to deal with Abraham Lincoln.

(l aughs) Well, thank you vengtmeakh, Ma
enough has been said about Abraham Lincoln. But this covered my career,
and | really enjoyed doing it very much. Thank you.

(end of transcript #3)
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Interview with Cullom Davis

#HS-A-L-2011-037
Interview # 4: October 12, 2011
Interviewer: Mark D@ue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other neaommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.

nFair useo criteria of Section 10@&d. Thdse t h e

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 6270QL.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to

preserve the informal, conversational style thamherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Wednesday, October PD11. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Today | have my

fourth and, we think, final session with Professor Cullom Davis. Good

afternoon.
Davis: It 61l | be a tragedy ntko ysoeue vtelrey emudc ho f
be here.
DePue: Todaydés subject is the Lincoln Legal
Abraham Lincol n. For this subject,
Davis: Okay.
it Priesedvagian Agency, whech | | | i

DePue: l'tds inside | HPA. I
is where | work. The I|ibrary and
to be fun for me. I
looking forward to this discussion as well.

Dauvis: Yes. | hope not tbe libelous, but | want to be candid.
DePue: (laughs) Yeah, thatods somet hing
or al hi story, but I 6m sure thatoés

Davis: Okay.
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DePue: What | want to start with, is how did you first getargsted in Illinois history
and then Abraham Lincoln?

Davis: When | accepted the job offer to come, toward the end of 1969, the furthest
thing from my mind was being close to
really on my general professional radar scraea/or Abraham Lincoln, also.

't didndét register. There were other i
come here thinking that this would be a chance to do local history or oral
history or Lincoln.

But, like all newcomers, | and my family visitéhe Lincoln sites. |
hadnét read much of the
literature on Lincoln, except
a little bit in college, but a
friend arranged an NEH
[National Endowment for
the Humanitiesprant to the
university in about 1974,
| 6m guessing, called the
Lincoln Sites ProjectHe got
a fair chunk of money. His

name was Kendall ét he | ast
name, Kendall. He got a fair
chunk of mone¥ | d 0 N @i portrait of Cullom Davis, circa 1990 (age 55). This

remember the amount. but picture was taken to be the representative photo for the

. . ’. Lincoln Legal Papers project.

it was probably in the high

hundred thousandst o e x ami n e, research, and t he
literature forcertain Lincoln sites and also several atndgual programs.

The sites chosen were New Salem; the Linééémndon Law Offices,
a private site then; the Lincoln Depot, then and still a private site; the Old
State Capitol, a newly restored, historic siir¢ the Lincoln home, which

then was still a State historic site.
me to direct the project. | had just stopped being assistant vice president or
something, and | wasnodot, t,asabe honest,

preoccupation for the next three or four years.
DePue: Then why did he ask you?

Davis: Because heéThere werenét a | ot of us i
seen me as an administrator and thought | was good at that, and he had seen
me in tre oral history job, raising soft money. That may also have been a
factor. And | had songen o , |l didndét B buwldhadsanei onal ¢
reputation. There were others in my de
Kendall, have the moxie that | had.
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